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Now we have received not The Spirit 4 the world, 
but THE SPIRIT, which is of GOD, that we might 


know the things, that are freely given to us of GOD ; 
which things alſo we ſpeak, not in the words, which man's 
wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacketh ; com- 


paring ſpiritual things with ſpiritnal. 1 Cor. ii, 12, 13. 
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The Lords Archbiſhops and Biſhops 
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T H E 


INTRODUCTION. 


| NS entium, the AUTHOR and 
UP HOLDER. of nature, the 
FATHER of ſpirits, HE muſt be 
the moſt active, as well as the firſt and beſt 
principle. 

That pure primitive REASON, which ap- 
pears in, preſides over and governs all by 
ſuch inimitable, ſpecific, never-failing laws, 
muſt, in my way of thinking, have the pureſt 
and moſt perfect univerſal law written, exiſt- 
ing from eternity in his own mind. 

This law, as the divine mind is pure, 
quite free from any material mixture, THE 
DEITY cannot but ſee, know and moſt freely 
obſerve and do yeſterday, to day and for ever; 
as this maketh for his own glory and the 
good of all his Creatures. 3 
B Such 


Such is the nature of the ſupreme-ſelf-exiſt- 
ing- neceſſary- being, which muſt be the moſt 
active throughout and beyond the whole uni- 
verſity of things, which live, move and have 
their exiſtence in him. 
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„Tia, bare matter, having r none 4 dive 
principle in itſelf, muſt derive not only its 
motion, but its very exiſtence likewiſe from 
another, and be ſubſervient, abſolutely ſub- 
ſervient to his will, or power, who made 
and therefore muft not only divide, form, 
ſtation, but alſo move, enlighten, govern the 
material animal World, in all its various parts. 

The formation, the mechaniſm, the ar- 
rangement of which, according to their ſeve- 
ral natures and circumſtances, can never be 
ſufficiently conſidered, admired; praiſed. | 

This viſible world muft arife into being, 
ſuch ample magnificent order, ſuch regular 
radiant, ſuch uſeful admirable motion from 
ſome benign, eile _ intelligent, al- 

mighty r. of 1d or. 

We cannot, we muſt not ot deny facts, urn 
glorious facts, merely becauſe we cannot com- 
prehend, how they a are effected. 

» It 
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It is a point capable of ſtrict demonſtration, 
this, ** that matter does not exiſt neceſſarily, 
nor from eternity.“ | 

Matter muſt have been, properly ſpeak- 
ing, created, though we NOW are incapable 
of comprehending the manner, how any be- 
ing, whether material, or immaterial, can be 
created, 

Man is man; how can ſuch an one, fo 
conceived, ſo born, that is but of yeſterday, 
and at beſt knoweth little, or nothing NOW 
rightly, even of the things, which are before 
and beneath him, how ſhould ſuch an one, 
I ſay, who tarries but a day or a ſeaſon, ever 
by ſearching become ſufficient to find out the 
utmoſt force of His power; who, from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting, is, is # ane, the 
FAITHFUL ONE. | 

Without any variableneſs, or ſhadow of 

change, 3 &, #hw» Zo e, THE NE- 

CEC5ARY FEXISTENT, WHO 
HAS LIFE (all being, power origi- 
nally and abſolutely) IN HIMSELF, WHO, 
when HE pleaſed, ſpake the heavens and 
the earth into being, ſuch grand order and 
B 2 motion 
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motion and upholdeth all things by HIS 
WORD. 

----Sure the inviſible things of HIM are 
clearly ſeen in the viſible, even his eternal 
power and glorious GO DHEAD.. 

We cannot, we muſt not argue from the 
imperfect, limited, poor nature, knowledge, 
power of man to the perfect, illimited, ſu- 
preme nature, wid power of God ; 
whoſe manner of being, knowing, acting 18 
ſo different from and infinitely above ours: 
The glory of the celeſtial is one, and the 
% glory of the terreſtrial is another. 

«© If I have told you earthly things and 
* you believe not, ſays our ſupreme divine 
Law-giver, “ how ſhall you believe, if I tel | 
% you of heavenly things: (if I telt you, 
that) no man has aſcended up to heaven, 
c but HE, who came down from heaven, 
* even THE SON OF MAN.-----WHQ 
< IS IN HEAVEN?” | 
Can any beſide the ſupreme neceſſary BE. 
ING exiſt in heaven and carth at the ſame 
time ? 

Man is man, GOD IS GOD, HE, WHO 
IS BOTH GOD AND MAN, IMMA- 
NUEL, muſt know both beſt, | 


But 
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But GOOD GOD ! what is man? that 
he ſhould be fo viſited and favoured from on 
high! LORD JESUS ! what is man? 

Let us conſider ſeriouſly the weakneſs of 
our underſtanding, when at the beſt, and the 
narrowneſs of our capacity, when moſt in- 
larged, and we ſhall then have humility e- 
' nough to allow, that many things may be, 
which we cannot fully comprehend, | 

Sure ſuch a being as is deſcribed above, 
cannot be bound in all, he does, to conſult 
the meaſure of our underſtanding z to ſub- 
ject his divine manner of exiſting and ways 
of operation to the ſcrutiny of our thoughts, 
to confine himſelf to do nothing, but what 
we muſt comprehend: 

---Sure we were made to believe, as well 
as to know and obey HIS WORD. 

The divine power, or manner of acting, 


as it is abſolutely illimited in a phyſical ſenſe, 
mult be of a kind very different from our's 


and infinitely beyond all, that we can con- 
ceive ; the divine knowledge or manner of 
knowing, as the DEITY is (without any 
manner of organs or corporeity) a pure ſpirit, 
muſt likewiſe be very different from our's and 
far tranſcend all our conceptions, 

B 2 A 
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& As the heavens are higher than the 
earth, ſays God by his prophet, ſo are my 
« ways higher than your ways and my 
„thoughts, than your thoughts. | 

That therefore may be the object of the 
divine knowledge and power, which is far 
above our underſtanding and ability; that, 
which ſeems quite impoſſible and even incon- 
ceivable by us, may be very conceivable and 
very poſſible with the ſupreme Being. 

Such a Being may call things material and 


immaterial, that really are not, moſt eaſily in- 


to being, for all things in themſelves poſlible 
mult with him be equally eaſy; becauſe no- 
thing can reſiſt his will, or exhauſt his Pow- 
cr ; 
THE BEING, which exiſts neceſſarily, 
muſt be abſolutely perfect and endued of 


courſe with abſolute knowledge and power 


abſolute, and if ſo, ſuch a BEING muſt 
have a power of doing every thing, that 
doth not imply a contradiction, that is not 
contrary to his own natural moral perfections, 
nor inconſiſtent with right reaſon, the reaſon 
of things. 

In ſhort, ſuch a BEING can moſt eaſily 


ereate matter, which is the vileſt of being, 
but 


1 
but juſt one remove from, the very next 
neighbour to, nothing. | 

HE, can create Spirits of different orders, 
riſing one above another in excellency of na- 
ture and amplitude of power. 

Sure ſuch actions imply not any contra- 

dition, nor are they contrary to our notions 
of the divine nature, perfections, or right 
reaſon; ſo far from it, that they actually 
ſerve to ſhew us the thunder, the divinity of 
his power; which can annihilate, as well as 
create, whatever HE pleaſeth. 

For HE is GOD. 

There is none, there is nothing beſides 
HIM. Can any thing then of this fort be 
too hard for THE ONE GOD of che uni- 
verſe? | 

SUCH A BEING can divide and form 
certain portions of matter, created in this, 
that, or any part of infinite ſpace, gradual. 
ly, or inſtantly, into ſuch a world, as this, 
wherein we live; HE can then form other 
leſſer portions into what creatures, or figures, 
HE pleaſeth and place them here according 
to their ſeveral natures and circumſtances. 

Finally, HE can form from the duſt of 
the ground the figure of a man; this figure HE 

B 4 can 
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ean infuſe life and ſpirit into; this figure HE 
can render not only active, but intelligent, 
free and capable of governing, arbitrarily, 
under himſelf not only his own material ani- 
mal body, but this, that, or any part of his 
material animal creation. | 

No matter, how all theſe things are done, 
they are done. Such curioſity is not any 
part of our province; ſuch ſecret high things 
belong not to us; but the things, which are 
plainly reveled, THESE belong to us and 
our poſterity. 

But now, to be more particular with re- 
gard to the Divine perfections, as they ſtand 
concerned in the formation of man, the ſub- 
ject of the following eſſay. * 

To produce ſuch a being into a ſtate of 
pure happineſs in any degree muſt ſure be an 
act of DIVINE goodneſs, as well as power. 

To produce ſuch a ſuperior being into a 
ſtate of mixed happineſs, provided the pro- 
portion of happinels fo far preponderates the 
ſuffering, or unhappy part, that the being 
produced would chooſe it, rather than loſe 
the happy part, this ſure is an eligible ſtate, 
auch a ſtate then muſt be very reconcilable 
to the Divine ä and right reaſon, 

which 


[ ik 
which ſhineth brighteſt in the ſupreme neceſs 
fry BEING. 

But to be ſtill more particular, ſure none 
injury can be done by producing a being, 
ſubject to more miſery, than happineſs; if 
that being has it wholly in his own power to 
keep or fave himſelf from the miſery, or at 
leaſt from ſo much of it, as would render 
ſuch a ſtate, upon the whole, highly deſira- 
ble. 

THE DIVINE BEING can do nothing 
raſhly, nothing rudely, nothing, that is un- 
wiſe, unjuſt, cruel this is the. ſtill ſmall 
voice of reaſon in man. 

Moſt certain it is, that the race of 1 men 
cannot poſſibly have been from eternity upon 
this earth; for equally certain it is, that the 
carth itſelf exiſted in time. 

Bare matter cannot poſſibly beſelf-exiſting, 
much leſs capable of giving ſuch vaſt variety 
of forms, motion, life, light, laws, &c. to 
itſelf; as we ſee, admire and celebrate in the 
material and animal world. 

Equally certain it is, that the firſt parents 
of the human race could not poſſibly of them- 
ſelves ariſe into ſuch being and dominion, --- 

or ſubſiſt in the beginning, as man doth now. 


Man 


[x] 
Man is manifeſtly the ſupreme creature vi- 
ſible, and yet he is NOW born into the world 
in the moſt helpleſs and wretched condition. 

Man's conception and birth, conſtantly 
attended with ſuch ſorrow, pain, peril, the 
poor beginnings of his ſhort uncertain trouble- 
ſome life, in which he plainly is, in many re- 
ſpects, for many years together, inferior to 


brute- animals. 
Theſe circumſtances all evidently point out 


and argue ſtrongly ſome remote paſt offence 
in this ſuperior, this highly favoured ſpecies; 
ſome very groſs revolt from, or diſobedience 
to, his DIVINE CREATOR, I mean, in 
a prior, in a ſuperior better ſtate. 

For Man is NOW in fa& incapable for the 
ſpace of twenty years of being truſted with 
the management of his own affairs and even 
his own ſelf. 

Hence we find children in all nations and 
ages in the hands of parents, tutors, guar- 
dians, goyernors, until the time appointed 
by LAW; who have all enough to do in 
ſaving them even from themſelves i. e. their 
irregular appetites, fooliſh fancies, violent paſ- 
ſions. 

Theſe appetites, fancies, paſſions, ſubſiſt 
in the inferior ſenſitive ſoul; which generally, 

when 
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when they are left to themſelves, have the aſ- 
cendant and are predominant in children and 
too often in grown elderly perſons, even as 
long, as they live. 

Yet in proceſs of time with good inſtructi- 
on and obſervation, with proper exerciſe and 
experiments, the minds of children find out 
their own ſuperior talents, put forth them- 
ſelves and riſe gradually out of their fala ſen- 
ſitive ſtate into reaſonable and at laſt into re- 
ligious beings. 

This is in fa& the preſent ſtate of manz 
but ſure this could not poſſibly be his firſt eſ- 
tate, I mean, the original condition of hu- 
man nature. 

Let us awake to right reaſon and ſhew 
ourſelves men, maſters of thought. 

Sure THE DIVINE GOVERNMENT, 
the wiſe ceconomy of THE GREAT 
CREATOR in this his univerſal beautiful 
building, wherein we ſojourn, muſt be ſimilar, 


uniform and bear the bright characters of his 
own DIVINE attributes and perfections. 


Every ſpecies of being, in the beginning; 
when it came NEW out of the hands of its 
author, muſt be regular and right in its inter- 


nal conſtitution, I mean, perfect in its kind. 
As 
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As in animals merely SENSITIVE, we ſce 
ſenſe (or inſtinct) commanding gravitation and 
mechanical motions, or. prevailing in ſuitable 
caſes and carrying them out into ſpontaneous 
acts to ſerve, to gratify, or ſave themſelves. 

So in mixed RATIONAL animals the 
very gradation itſelf requires; that REASON, 
which is in itſelf a ſuperior commanding prin- 
eiple, ſhould govern ſenſe (or inſtinct) in all 
thoſe inſtances, for which it was given. 

But now we, by every day's ſad experi- 
ence, find it otherwiſe with mankind for ma- 
ny years, frequently all his days. 

I ' le preſent. condition of. man therefore 
muſt be ſuper-induced, conſequential, incur- 
red by himſelf, inflicted on him and his poſs 
terity in this manner---or rather permitted by 
his MAKER, yet ſtill Ihumbly inſiſt, as a ſa- 
lutary puniſhment, or diſcipline to human pa- 
rents, aswellas their children and that reſulting 
naturally and neceſſarily from the groſs abuſe 
of his own liberty and powers in leaving the 
law of his MAKER and that too in his own 
mind to follow the mean ignoble law in his 
animal-body, I mean, his terreſtrial ſenſes, 

- appetites and vain imaginations. 
Per 


1 1 
Per que quis peccet, per hec et punietur. 


This our ſecondary, or preſent condition 
was, I fay, moſt graciouſly permitted, in my 
way of thinking of the ſupreme FATHER 
and moral GOVERNOR of mankind, as the 
moſt ſalutary puniſhment and divine diſcipline 
to human parents, as well as their children, 
on purpoſe to humble, to prove man and his 
poſterity in this their -own way, to do them 
good in the final iſſue, or laſt reſult of things. 

Senſible I am, that many of a aer 
and ſpeculative turn have wondered and do 
wonder, in their ſerious hours, that man, 
whoſe life is ſo ſhort, fo checquered and un- 
certain, ſhould be ſo long in coming to ma- 
turity and diſcretion. 

The great reaſons ſeem to be plain, viz. 
to convince parents from generation to genera- 
tion of their own imbred imbecillity, to give 
them daily frequent occaſions o reflecting 

ſoundly, how they are fallen, whence and 
what they are themſelves. and whither they 
** going. 8 
I 0o render them humble . dl mild 
| and ſociable to man, to make them weary of 


and deſpiſe this life, in . and look 
up for a better. 1 


Beſides 


T i ] 


Befides there is another very material rea- 


ſon. for on this very account, there is 


fo much longer time for the care of children's 
education, for parents, maſters, tutors, guar- 
dians, governors to give them line upon line 


and precept upon precept, gradually and pro- 


portionably, juſt as their minds become fit to 
receive moral, or metaphyſical principles. 


Quicquid reci pitur, recipitur ſecundum 
„ NE 


As man, without education, left to do 
what ſcems right in his own eyes, becomes 
generally more wild and unruly, than any ani- 
mal, ſo with a right good moral and liberal 
education he becomes capable of being the 
beſt and the happieſt. 

Hence we may learn, that a regular, a 
right good education is the very beſt gift, that 
parents can beſtow upon their children; who 
ſhould all be treated impartially according to 
their ſeveral tempers and behaviour, with 
ſeyerity, or goodneſs, _ 

——g This ſhould never be forgotten by 
parents. | 7 

Becauſe every. man, nk intelleauals are 
right and made active, penetrating and exten- 
five, I mean, capable by ſuck an education 


. of 
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of conſidering the heavens and the earth, as 
they reſpect his own tranſitory life and liveli- 
hood in this low little terreſtrial ball, muſt be- 
lieve and may prove, not only that the hea- 
vens and the earth are made and moved, but 
alſo that the MAKER and MOVER of them 
muſt neceſſarily be the moſt BENEVO- 
LENT BEING, A GREAT LOVER of 
mankind ; who has all things here put by his 
great power in ſubjection under his Feet; 
who ſtill is, notwithſtanding the FALL of 
the firſt of human race, — with glory 
and honour, even in this life. 

Man, the whole race of men (for ought 
we know to the contrary) may be GAl- 
NERS, if they are not wanting to themſelves, 
in the final iſlue, even by the loſs of para- 
dice and the firſt eſtate. 

Known unto the ſi preme FIRST CAUSE 
are all his og oc ſince man was firſt 
placed by him upon the earth. 

There is deep truth, as well as admirable 
elegance in the following ſeripture - ſaying; 
which 1s relative and grounded upon the vaſt 
difference between the nature of God and 


the nature of man. 
One 


L Wi! 
One day is with the LORD as a thou- 
4 ſand years, and a thouſand years, as one 
£6 day.” F 
To God all things, paſt, preſent and even 


future, are always naked and open, a perpe- 
tual To wv, 
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Things to come, or ſuch as are ſo to us 
and all finite beings, may be as truly the ob- 
jet of DIVINE KNOWLEDGE, as things 
preſent are of ours. 

The trueſt hiſtory of mankind, from the 
firſt to the laſt of human race, may have ex- 
_ from eternity in the DIVINE MIND. 

THIS MIND, as it is always ſtrictly om- 
Fipreſen and omniſcient, cannot even be ſup- 
poſed ignorant of future acts and events, or 
of any thing, how contingent ſocver in our 
eyes, as ſuch ignorance plainly implies im- 
er. 6 
He that has a mind to attend, let him at- 
tend. 
Fhere is none 884 9 ſays THE NE- 
CESSARY-FXISTENT (: 5) in the boſom 
of the FATHER, ( but one, that is 1 
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I know HIM, for I AM from HIM and 

HE has ſent ME to declare his laſt, his gras 
cious, his glorious good will to men. 
It is the peculiar nature, the prime proper · 
ty and prerogative of the DIVINE BEING 
to extract the greateſt good out of evil per- 
mitted, 


"Man, though earthly ſpirited NOW and 
mortal, is yet notwithſtanding ſtill a ſuperi- 
or noble being, ſet ſtill over all other beings 
here, intelligent, free ſtill, capable thro? pa- 
rental diſcipline, good inſtruction and his own 
diligent endeavours, Deo juvante, of great 
and glorious attainments, compounded in- 
deed he is, groſsly compounded; made up 
of two parts, brute-body and ſpirits 

| Theſe are NOW ſelfeevidently two diſ- 
tint things, myſteriouſly, moſt intimately u- 
nited, yet plainly differing NOW eſſentially 
from each other. 

This home - truth we find by every dive 
fad experience from that perpetual content» 
on; which we feel NOW within ourſelves 
between the ſpirit and this brute-body: which 


are ſo contrary, the one to the other, that 
we cannot often do the things, which we 


would, | 
| Cc . For 
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For tho? we fee and in our conſcience ap- 
prove what is right, yet ſeldom can we pre- 
vail upon ourſelves to chooſe and act it; the 
ſpirit indeed 3 is willing, but the animal-paren- 


al-body is averſe and repugnant. 
So very different and diſtinguiſhable 


NOW is the animal or parental, from the 


RATIONAL part of man. 
But if we are ſelf-conſciouſly made up af 
ter this manner, will it not fairly follow, 
that the ſpirit and brute-body of man, which 
have ſuch contrary intereſts and tendencies, 
muſt be two different ſubſtances and ariſe into 
being differently? 

This argument for the immateriality 
and accountableneſs of the human rational 
foul is very obvious, it meets us in every 


: thought. 


In fair truth, no man, who thinks FREE- 
LY upon what paſſeth within himſelf, can 


poſſibly eſcape the force of it, I defy him. 


The human animal-body, as it comes 


thro? and from its earthly parents ; as it is 


mixed, formed, organized and animated gra- 
dually, or periodically, in ſecret, out of ma- 


terial and corruptible principles, muſt move 


and act upon the _ — and be ne- 
. 
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teſſarily of itſelf liable to many, very many, 
alterations and diſorders and finally to old- 
age; diſſolution and death, 

All this is plain, undeniable, viſible. | 

But with the human rational ſoul it is not 
fo, For this is a diſtin& ſimple, intelligent, 
free · moral agent, as appears from it's own 
inherent faculties, moral acts, reflex thoughts 
and future expectations. 

The human rational ſoul therefore muſt 
deſcend, or derive, after a ſuperior myſterious 
manner, from ſome ſuitable ſuperior DIVINE 
PARENT and remain indiſſoluble, I mean, 
muſt ſurvive the human atimal, or parental 
body and ſubſiſt in ſome future ſtate. 
In this ſtate, we may reaſonably preſume, 
that this rational ſoul, as it is a conſcious- mo- 
ral agent and really capable of giving an ac- 
count, will be formally and finally tried, or 
Judged, by the law and light in, or given to 
it, and then treated for ever according to it's 
voluntaty behaviour inthe parental probati- 
on- body. . N 
This to me appears plainly to be conſtant- 
19 the ſtill ſmall voice of the human rational 
-toul; which never fails, when we conſult it 
= C 2 freely 
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freely and fairly, in our cool hours, to inti- 
mate ſuch a futurity to us. 

For this rational ſoul is evidently in a ſtate 
of mediocrity, contention and trial, during its 
abode, or pilgrimage in this groſs ſenſual bo- 
dy, which ſeems to have received, in its na- 
tural courſe, in its mother's milk, an ill- 
bias, ſome unavoidable infection. 

For the human imagination, our bodily 
appetites and paſſions are drawn all away 
from our very infancy by things viſible, pre- 
ſent and pleaſing; theſe continually preſent 
themſelves to, ſollicit, fall in and ſide with 
this natural parental- body and through it de- 
file the heart and ſenſualize the ſoul. wee 

I appeal to every man's experience and ob- 
ſervation for the truth of this. 

But if the nature, the condition and cir- 
cumſtances of the human rational ſoul be ſo, 
the mixed ſenſitive mortal body, as it NOW 
preſſeth this aſpiring ſoul down and is in rea- 
lity the true ſource of its deviations, miſcar- 
rages and diſorders, muſt, at leaſt in its pre- 
ſent ſenſual condition, be a very low unſuit- 

0 able 
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able companion, by no means fit, when 
| Reaſon and Conſcience remonſtrate, to be 
indulged, or complied with. 

When things of this tranſient world and 
the animal-body are ſuffered to take deep root 
in our hearts, to riſe (like beggars armed) in 
competition with the dictates of the ſpirit, 
with the love of God and our fellow-crea- 
ture, 

Then the DIVINE RAY, or light in 
ſuch, becomes darkneſs and fo great is that 
darkneſs, that ſuch may be faid not only to 
degenerate, but to become ten times worſe, 
than brutes, brutes with reaſon. 

For reaſon with ſuch only ſerves now, as 
a dark lanthorn, to direct them in the per- 
ſuit of their baſe, black, or bloody purpoſes. 

Such ſtrange men (if one may call Lions, 
Wolves, Foxes, Goats, in human ſhape, men) 
have exiſted and did actually exiſt in the days 
of NOAH and of LOT. Who were, 
when the Days were dark and evil indeed, as 
lights to a very perverſe, violent, corrupt 
people. 

For theſe two men, men indeed, maſters 
of thought and of themſelves, had Faith in 
God; they were juſt and rightcous; they 
28 C3 | kept 


n] 
kept their parental bodies under, pure and 
were therefore ordained by God's holy ſpi- 
rit and ſent to preach the doctrine of faith 
and repentance to the meanly inſlaved ſpi- 
rits of theſe animal- men, in priſon indeed, 


red i p ah * 
But 


* Theſe ſpirits in priſon are vicious inveterate liber - 
tines, brutes with reaſon; who (have by their own vile 
way of living) reduced the very ſpirits, that are in them, 
into the baſeſt captivity, even into, priſoners to the Prince 
of darkneſs, 

Such were the people before the Flood, , 
men dead in treſpaſſes and fins (1 Pet. 4 6. Ephes. 2, 
r.) whom Noah (ordained of old by the ETERNAL 
SPIRIT, which raiſed Chriſt from the dead, THE 
PREACHER of repentance) could not in his days re- 
claim, or convert from the error of their ways ; they 


pere ſq hardened by long inveterate habits of vice. 


For theſe ſpirits ſometime (Tore) were diſobedient ; 
when once drt the long-ſuffering of God waited in 
the days of Noah, while the Ark was a-preparing; whoſe 


| doctrine and extraordinary proceeding made none impreſ- 


non at all upon them. 

The law in their robuſt long-lived rental bodies had 
quite got the better of the law of their minds. 

Natural religion, conſcience, &c. were ſubdued and 
funk in their brutiſh luſts and violent paſſions. 

For this Preacher of Righteouſneſs could not make up, 


or ſaye more than eight perſons, 
But 
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But alas! 


can the Ethiopian 4 his ſkin, or the 
Leo- 
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But now, with our Lord's Apoſtles (ordained in tho 
fulneſs of time by the SAME ETERNAL SPIRIT, 
viz. on the day of Pentecoſt and ſent forth by Him to 
preach to the Sinners of the Gentiles) it was not ſo. 

For theſe Preachers to the ſpirits in priſon had great 
ſucceſs, the ſeed ſowed by them made a far better re- 
turn: (Chriſt having then ſuffered for ſins, the juſt for 
the unjuſt, that HE might bring us to GOD) for it took 
root downward and brought forth fruit upward, ſome 
30, ſome 60 and ſome an hundred fold. 

Nay theſe Deligates, as 1 may call the Apoſtles, of 
our Saviour converted theſe ſpirits in priſon by thouſands 
at once, So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed 
thro” the ſpirit of Chriſt ; (which deſcended and fat upon 
his Apoſtles) according to the Evangelic prophet. Iſaiah 
42. 7. I will give thee for a light to the Gentiles to 
bring out the priſoners from the priſon and them, that 
fit in darkneſs, from the priſon-houſe ; and agen, Ifaiah, 

61. I, 

The ſpirit of the Lord is upon me; for he has ſent 
me to proclaim liberty to the captives and the opening of 
the priſon to them, that are bound by the Prince of 
Darkneſs, who preſcribed the very rites of their ſuper- 
ſtitious unnatural worſhip, calling from his Oracles for 
their very children in facrifice, 

Such, even ſuch was the condition of the gin. 
world, Hence our Lord calls Satan the prince of this 

world, 
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Leopard his ſpots? their words, though di- 
vinely inſpired, their repeted zealous warn- 


ings and peremptory predictions ſeemed to 
theſe 
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world, whom he came to dethrone, to diſpoſſeſs, to deli- 
ver pagan mankind from bis tyranny and oppreflion. 

«© Now, ſays the Lord, our Redeemer, is the judg- 
&« ment of this world; now ſhall the prince of this 
ce world be caſt out, And I, when, I am lifted up, 
<« will draw all men unto me. (John, 12, 31, 32.) 

Such Fiſhers of men were his Apoſtles, thro' THE 
E'TERNAL SPIRIT, that glorious comforter, which 
JESUS CHRIST ſent down upon them according to his 
great good promiſe, whereby they were fully impowered 
to ſpeak all languages, to work miracles in HIS 
NAME of all forts in the midſt of multitudes. 

For then in fact did HE commence Meſſiah, having 
then received all power and going on by THE SPIRIT 
in his apoſtles; conquering and to conquer. 

Thus, even. thus JESUS went and preached to the 
ſpirits in priſon. But now; | 
o far are theſe ſpirits in priſon from being ſpirits 
in purgatory,—A notable invention, a moſt gainful 
doctrine, FHISwhich theCHURCH of ROMEhas con- 
Jured up out of this paſſage in St. Peter's Epiſtle ; though 
it has no manner of relation to the middle ſtate. 

Beſide the middle ftate of the ancients was a ſtate of 
xeſt, peace and bliſs, though not conſummate, In a word, 
paradiſe and purgatory are as widely _ as apy 
two notions whatſoever, 
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theſe animal-men, as idle phantaſtic tales, 
they believed them not, 

They were proud imaginary free-thinkers, 
ſelf-ſufficient ſcorners; they wanted no teach- 
ers. 
Where, faid theſe ſcoffers, are the ſigns 
from heaven, or on earth, of God's com- 
ing to fave you, or of the day of Vengeance 
upon us? 

Does not the ſun riſe and ſet, as he uſed to 
do? do not all things above and below con- 
tinue, juſt as they were from the beginning. 

Let us therefore alone; preſume not to 
perſwade us out of our ſenſes; let us enjoy 

quietly the good things, chat are preſent, vi- 
ſible and pleaſing. 

So they ate, they drank, they bought, 
they ſold, they planted, they builded, they 
married wives, they were given in marriage. 

Thus were they all ſettling themſelves 
and their families here, as if they were fixed 
for ever, till the very day, that NOAH en- 
tered into the Ark, till the very day, that LOT 
went out of SODOM, when the FIRE 
fell, that very day, from heaven, when 
the FLOOD, by the great power of God, 
came upon them unawares from every quar- 


ter and 3 them all. 
But 
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But now, he that has a MIND to attend, 
let him attend and conſider,--- That all theſe 
things happened to them for ENSAMPLES 
and are written for our admonition. 

Sure human nature thus fallen, abuſed and 
inverted muſt appear very odious and deteſta- 
ble in the ſight of God, whoſe eyes are al- 
ways in every place, beholding the evil, as 
well as the good, whoſe out- ſtretched arm 
(as you have ſeen juſt now above) can nei- 
ther be reſiſted, nor avoided; who is all 
knowing to invent and almighty to inflict 
puniſhment: who is truly the GOD of judg- 
ment, piercing even to the dividing aſun- 
der of ſoul and ſpirit, the diſcerner of the 


thoughts and intents of the heart.“ 


God knoweth them, that are his, and who 
is holy, and will ſave and deliver them, as 
HE did Noah and Lot, in his own good 
time Which is always beſt and moſt beau- 
tiful. 

God made man, not earthly, or double- 
minded; not ſubtile, or ſerpent-like, but e- 
rect, ſincere, with a ſingle eye, upright, 
heavenly-minded, far ſuperior to brutes, even 
in his own divine Image. 

R EA» 
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REASON, as it is the ſovereign divine 
part. in our ſuperior nature, muſt have a na» 
tural right to judge, to determine for, to com- 
mand the inferior ſenſitive part, when they 
diſagree, 

Herein lies the principal and indeed the 
moſt difficult part of all pure practical Religi- 
on; without which the deepeſt learning 
and the fineſt accompliſhments in the eye 
of this world are nothing, 

REASON, that little light, eclipſed NOW 
in the beginning within us, cannot be tran- 
ſmitted to, or implanted in, to be neglected 
by US, to be let lie buried in the dregs of 
our baſe bodily appetites and brutiſh paſſions, 
much leſs to be made ſubſervient to them, 
God forbid! 

This DIVINE particle, thus imbodieds 
this luminous ray immediately from God is 
to be conſidered both by parents and chil- | 
dren, when they grow up, as an ineſtima- 
ble TALENT, depoſited in their own heads 
and hands. 

This ſpiritual TALENT, as ſoon as it 
begins to dawn, to riſe, to emerge and thine 


a little in its dark place, is to be helped, t 1 
FE: be 
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be put forth, to be cultivated and improved 
by good inſtructions and fair examples, by a 
regular right education, by diligent ſtudy 

and application to a competent degree of 

brightneſs and perfection. 

Thus it will become truly uſeful and ho- 
nourable both to parents and children in 
the government and luſtre of their own fu- 
ture thoughts, words and actions at home, 
and in civil ſociety and government abroad. 

Children, notwithſtanding the diſadvantages 
we labour under thro? the FALL, are fill 
capable thro* parental diſcipline, inſtruction, 

example and their own diligence, Dea 
juvante, of great bleſſings and even angelical 
attainments. | 

Suffer the little children,” ſays our ſu- 
preme DIVINE LAWGIVER to his apo- 
ſtles, (whom he rebuked in turning them 
away ; for HE knew their nature and capa- 
cities) ** ſuffer the little children to come 
« unto me and forbid them not. 

„HE, even HE took them up in his 
& arms, laid his hands on and bleſſed them, 
faying to his firſt and favourite diſciples “ve - 
«* rily I fay unto you, except ye be con- 
** yerted, as to your notions and fondneſs 
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of this vain world, ye, even ye, ſhall 
„ not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

«© Whoſoeyer humbleth himſelf, as this 
& little child, the ſame is greateſt in the 
& kingdom of heaven. 

« Take heed, that ye deſpiſe not, that 
& ye reject not, one of theſe little ones, nor 
the pooreſt honeſt human creature, that 
* would come to and believe rightly i 
«© ME. 
For I fay unto you, that in Heaven 
ce their Angels do always behold the face of 
« my FATHER, whois in Heaven.” 

What a field for contemplation is here 
opened! but where is the eſſay? 
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Human Rational Soul. 


HIS foul at firſt, it muſt be own- 
| ed, is NOW in a very obſcure 


and paſſive way, rather below 
than above what is commonly called IN- 
STINCT in young brutes. 

For the Soul, in the beginning of infancy, 
takes little, or no, notice of outward objects . 
the cauſe of this may lie in the inept circum- 
ſtances and indifpoſitions of the faln infantile 
human body. 


Bur 
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But though we ſet out in life NOW from 
ſuch very poor beginnings, (which ſhould take 
down our intellectual pride and teach us hu- 
mility in thinking) yet if we pleaſe to reflect 
ſoundly upon the gradual progreſs, improve- 
ments and elevations of the human under- 
ſtanding, we ſhall meet with the moſt enter» 
taining amuſement, the ſweeteſt ſpeculation, 
that can enter into the mind of man. 

For as ſoon as the ſpirit of man is a little 
ſettled in its inferior unconſcious, yet moſt 
curiouſly built, tabernacle ; it begins to ſeek, 


to find and prepare its way through the or- 


gans and inſtruments of information, to ob- 
| ſerve through its eyes, what paſſes, or comes 
Þcfore it, to hear through its ears, &c. 
In this manner the ſpirit of man receiveth 
from external ſenſible objects (which are the 
ground-work, on which we build up our- 
ſelves) impreſſions and ideas into its imagina- 
tion. 
Tlheſe ideas in the beginning are confuſed 
and obſcure, ſomewhat like the firſt faint 
coloring ; yet illuſtrated more and more daily 
by frequent reviews and impreſſions re-ite 
rated, as with the repeted touches of a 
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Thus theſe impreſſions and ideas become 
every day more and more diſtinct, le gible 
and bright in the imagination. | 
But now ſo provided, or furniſhed, the ſpirit 
of man (* ſituated in the region of the brain, 
as in a watch-tower, with its centinels, viz. 
its eyes and ears both very near to aſſiſt it 
with new, with further information, and 
quick intelligence from every quarter) ſets 
its noble natural faculties a- going and tries to 
exert and ſhew itſelf and really emerges and 
appears in proceſs of time with a little judici- 
ous teaching, DEO. juvante, not only a ratio- 
nal, but a religious being. 8 
For the obſerving apt ſcholar, having bas 
got after chis manner all the objects in the 
viſible world almoſt delineated conſpicuouſly 
in his imagination, begins not only to 
look in upon and admire all things without, 
therein as in a glaſs- but alſo to 
conſider within himſelf, the influence and 
connexion between the heavens and the 
earth, how regularly they correſpond, as I 


may ſay, and really anſwer one to another, 
D in 
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n 
in order o giye us here on earth all things 
richly to enjoy. Thus ye prove and praiſe 
HIM, ſun and moon, even all ye ſtars and 
Light. 

For theſe, the. whole heavens, as well as, 
the earth, as they appear Painted, fairly ex- 
hibized and arranged, i in, miniature within the. 
region of his, brain, are really ſubject to the 
 ſuperipr.operations. and. remarks, of man s ſpe- 
caſas thinking N 

————— Such is not the caſe. . of "ITY merely. 
enſuive, ſo far. from it, that. they, (brute. 
creatures of all facts, 2 ſiges) are wholly. 
under the power, or, influence of their ſen-. 
ſual ideas in their. courſe of living, theſe they 
carry about with, them, Juſt, a, they. do their 
burdens, - paſſively. 

So, we lee the HOG, always groyling, 
feeding on. acorns without ever conſidering, 

or looking up, even ſo far as the tree, from, 
* they fall. 

Whereas, the Sn of. man. ſoars even, 
above that viſible radiant hoſt on high in its 
contemplations and can ſee, as I. may ſay, 
in, them and ſpell out ſomewhat too of the 
nature and perfections of the glorious Au- 

thor, 
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thor, who has given it this great VOLUME 
to read and conſider. But to return, 
Hence we may learn, that children in 

their infancy can no more be reckon- 
ed as moral, or religious; agents, than brute- 
animals, ſo we ſee them actually put under 
the ſame reſtraints, that brutes are. 

Yet as reaſon appears and proper queſtions 
and maxims are learned and remembered» 
children get a law, or general rule of life, 
Deo juvante, in their own minds and become 
moral and religious agents, in reality, ac- 
countable for what they do, or lay. 

When the reaſon, of children grows more 
ative, penetrating, and extenſive, their mo- 
ral and religious, principles and obligations are 
proportionably in larged; till at length being 
arrived at years of. maturity and diſcretion, 
they are turned over to their own conduct 


and left to live and ſhift for themlclyes with 


other men. 0 | 
This is the way, or pragiice of parents 
and lawgivers, who have i in all times and 
nations fixed a certain age, after which the 
father is not accountable for the ſon's acti- 
ons. He is then of age and reckoned able 
D 2 - 40: 
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to ſpeak for, and give a ſatisfactory account 
of, his own conduct. 
But now, the moſt knowing and virtuous 
among the heathen were ſo much affected 
with, and received ſuch impreſſions from, 
this ſuperior remarkable capacity in the hu- 
man rational ſoul; that they grounded their 
doctrine of this ſoul's pre-exiſtence upon 
itt and would have learning to denote 
no more, than remembring, or recollecting 
what had been known before, in a ptior 
ſtate of being. | 

----So far were the moſt beautiful and 
ſhining lights -in Greece and Italy from fal- 
ling into that minute mean-ſpirited philoſo- 
phy, which teacheth, that the ſouls of men 
are material and riſe into life and fall into 
death gradually — wich their animal- 
bodies. 

Theſe earthly denn bodies the wiſer 
hens always ſpoke of, as inferior differ- 
Ent parts, as diſagreeable dark priſons and 
clogs, or as a method of puniſhment, in- 
flicted for faults committed in their ſtate of 
pre- exiſtence by the great FATHER of 
ſpirits. ä 
4 | — Suitable 
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Suitable to theſe DIVINE lectures 
were the lives, or examples of the moſt 
learned and illuſtrious among the heathen, . 
in order to purify and prepare their rational 
fouls for their inlargement and elevation into 
a ſuperior ſpiritual free ſtate. 
- For the hopes of ſuch honeſt hea- 

then were full of this happy future ſtate, 
| eſpecially, when they met, as they com- 
monly did, with unkind and cruel treatment 
from unreaſonable men for their good of- 
fices, 

-- What they taught, they believed and 
vradtſed too themſelves fairly, in the face of 
their followers; who ſaw the fruits of their 
maſter's maxims in their own lives and con- 
verſations; whom therefore they could not 
but love and honour and imitate too; for we 
naturally imitate thoſe, we love and honour. 

We find both the Pythagoreans and Pla- 
toniſts ſpeaking very great things of our 
human rational ſouls ; which, as they taught, 
were depoſited in theſe our animal or paren- 
tal-dodies to humble, to try, to prove and 
purify them. 

For they held and maintained, that all 
true * conſiſted in the purification 

and 
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® and perfedtion of human life, alledging, 
that the FAT HER of ſpirits would receive 
none Hereafter into his protection and favour 
but ſuch, as had learned and laboured truly 
to keep their animal- bodies under and to 
make their human reſemble, fo far as they 
could, the DIVINE NATURE. 

This DIVINE LIKENESS was thek 
SUMMUM BONUM, and to be recover- 
ed, as they taught, by exerting, improving 
and uſing the human ünderſtanding and will 
rightly. 

Their Followers Mere to liſten moſt atten- 


tively, to live abſtemiouſly, to do juſtly, to 


love man, to walk in humility and holineſs 
with GOD? who would, as they believed, 
adopt ſuch pure and pious ſouls, when they 


left their groſs bodies, as his own children and 


make them his immortal ſons and daughters, 
equal to his angels and archangels i in the 


court of heaven. 
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probable 
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But to return: P wig | 

Some of the Schohrs of theſe beſt maſters 
were ſo very quick öf apprehenſion and had 
in reality ſo much of the extraordinary in 
their capacity, that they greedily ſwallowed 
and ſpeedily digeſted their divine lectures and 
ſo became maſters, in a very ſhort time, 
themſelves. | 


. Now 


probable parts of the world in perſuit of ſuperior learn- 
ing and pious knowledge, was ſo very great, that his 
fayings were deemed, ds Oracles, It was une ia, 
hinc nomen PY THAGORAS ei impoſitum, quod dixit, 
ut P ythius, | | / | 

Theſe golden verſes, the laſt of thoſe, which go un- 
der his name, contain the FRUIT, the great end, the 
glorious crown of true philoſophy. 

As to the degree of LIGHT vouchſafed to the ho- 
neſt, the learned and inquiſitive heathen ; Which muſt 
appear ſurprizing, fupernatural, quite diſproportiotiate 
to the dark days, they lived in. - 

We may reaſonably conjecture, that Pythagoras and 
Plato might in their travels meet with the Books of Mo- 
ſes, or ſome very ancient traditions, delivered originally 
by NOH (in whom all the learning and revelations be- 
fore the FLOOD were contained) or the Abrahithic fa- 
mily, which might give them a niore full account of the 
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Now this quickneſs of apprehenſion, this 
ſudden great progreſs and proficiency ſerved 
to confirm theſe fair philolophers 1 in this their 
favourite opinion, viz. that learning ſignifi- 
ed in reality no more, than remembring or re- 
collecting, what had been known before in 
a prior ſtate of being. 

And ſure, it muſt be moſt agreeably fare 
prizing to a good teacher of youth, when 
he perceives and conſiders ſeriouſly, within 
himſelf, how ſuch a ſmall GRAIN of intel- 
lect, as we now bring into the world with us, 
doth, when it meets with a body, that has a 
favourable conception, formation and birth, 

ſhoot 
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Tranſlation, of Enock, Elijah, &c. (ſure ſuch events 
muſt ſpread themſelves far and wide and happen to them 
in the way of ENSAMPLE and be written, or handed 
down for our inſtruQion and comfort) or of the coming of 
the Meſſiah, who was to reſtore, to re-immortalize, to 
tranſlate and beatify the wiſer and better part of mankind 
in the ſublime regions of light and joy. 

Moſt certain it is, that theſe fine Philoſophers looked 
for a future life, as well as the moſt ancient and beſt Pa- 
triarchs and that in a ſplendid ſpiritual body, a future 
and immortal life with angels and archangels, to be 
equal, as Gods, with them in the glorious preſence of 
their MAKER, the ſupreme Deity. 


| There 
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ſhoot itſelf up in a few years, with a littlejudi- 
cious inſtruction, Deo Juvante, into ſuch a 
glorious Luminary. 
| Who can reflect ſoundly upon the progreſs, 
the ſwift improvement and ſweet proficiency 
of the DIVINE PLATO at the feet of So- 
crates without receiving an impreſſion of this 
ſort ? 
This firſt "IEA maſter, as I may ſay, of 
true DIVINITY, as well as MORALITY 
among the heathen, had, conſidering the 
age or condition of the world, he lived in, 
a truly great and glorious rational ſoul. 

For he died a Martyr (if I may fo ſpeak 
of an honeſt heathen) to the immateriality 


and unity of the GODHEAD. 

Socrates had the higheſt, the moſt refined 
and ſtrong ſentiments of his duty not only to 
God (whom he loved above all) but to him- 
ſelf and his fellow-creature, whom he loved, 
as himſelf, and would have inſtructed in pure 
moral 


1 
* 


2 
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There is nothing in the conjectures, or ſuppoſitions a 
bove, but what is very conformable to the methods of DI- 
VINE providence; nothing,. that infringes or bears hard 

| upon 


12 
moral and metiphyfical truths, if his iniqui- 
totis judges wotild have permitted him. 

For Socrates was ſo fully peiſuaded, as to 
the Immortality of his rational fool, that he 
behaved, like'a FREE-THINKER indeed. 
--For he made it his whole buſineſs, this firſt 
and liſt care to inligliten his underſtanding, 
to rectify his will and refine his affections. 

_ _'Thiis ſpiritual life, without any peradven- 
ture, drew down the DIVINE light and 
favour, which increaſed his great hope, as 
to this important doctrine. 
| « For 


upon our bleſſed LORD's office; who was ordained in 
the beginning to bring life and linmortality to Light. 
For it is ill by Jeſus Chriſt und him alone, that we 
hive God's "covenant of immortality made over to us. 
Manifeſt {till it is, that the patriarchs and prophets of old 
had a fair proſpect of their future immortal life and feli- 
city at a diſtance throwgh the promiſed ſeed (See. Heb. 
Tr.) why, ftnight not Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, &c. as 
Well as Job, by ſome means or other, have the ſame 
light and favour vouchſafed in ſome inferior degree: to 
them. God is no reſpecter of perſuns or nations. 
Matyprophets, princes, righteous, wiſe and good inen, 
ſays our Eotd himſelf, have deſired to ſee and hear thoſe. 
things, Which you ſer and hear and have not ſeen or 
heurd them. 


a8 
« For if any Man will do HIS WILL, 
he ſhall know of the doctrine.” 

In a word, Socrates believed this doctrine 
ſo far, that he parted compoſedly and brave- 
ly with this low ſenſitive life in expectation 
of another ſuperior and more ſpiritual. 

----But now ; ſo far is the human animal- 
body, or any of its organs, inſtincts, or ſpi- 
rituous parts (which are merely ſubſervietit 
in this preſent ſtate) from having, or being 
capable of any ſuch future hopes or proſ- 
peas, that by how much the more retired 
and abſteminus we live from corporeal plea- 
ſures and the gratifications of ſenſe, by ſo 
much the more diſtinct, conſpicuous and de- 
lightful are our moral and trictaphyſical ap- 
prehenſions, judgments and concluſions. 

This excellent, this Divine capacity muſt 
therefore be wholly involved, as it were, 
in the very lence, or ſpirit of the human 
rational ſoul. 

This ſuperior ſoul (when it is properly 
treated, improved, cultivated, &c.) riſes, 
unfolds, opens and ſhews itſelf more arid 
. more in this groſs bodily life, 5 is moſt 
plainly a militant ſtate, 


For the rational ſoul has perpetual enemies, 
both 
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both at home and abroad; which are tq be 
reſiſted, avoided, ſubdued and regulated 
according to the dictates of right REASON 
and CONSCIENCE. 

Theſe ſupreme principles in our ſouls it 
highly concerns us to improve and rectify (by 
conſidering deeply and impartially the hea- 
vens and the earth and the nature and ten- 
dency of the human animal-body, in which 
we now live and move) from day to day, till 
they arrive by our unwearied virtuous endea- 
vours to ſuch a degree of penetration, pu- 
rity and perfection, as is attainable in our pre- 

ſent probation-circumſtances and confinement. 
For the rational ſoul, upon its enlarge-" 
ment out of this groſs parental body, will, 
without any peradventure, become immedi- 
ately, as it were, a new-creature and have 
a different, a more excellent way of ſeeing, 
hearing and converſing external objects. 

For then the rational ſoul will inſtantly a- 
ſcend of itſelf, ſuch is its nature, into the o- 
pen etherial fields of heaven, till it arrives at 
a ſuitable region, its proper manſion or reſt- 
ing-place. 

Here, in this paradiſiacal-ſeat, it will in- 


joy an uninterrupted ſerene ſweet felicity 
and 


WS 
Ind; as on the top of Olympus, look down 
on all the commotions and perturbations in 
human affairs, as on ſo many clouds, ſtorms | 
and tempeſts, that can trouble it no more. 
In this ſublime delectable ſituation, where 
the pure rational ſoul will be probably, as I 
may fay, all eye and all car, new heavens 
and the moſt ſhining and amiable objects will 
attract and preſent themſelves to its view and 
raiſe in it by their ſuperior heavenly words 
the moſt bearfic notions of the divine power, 
wiſdom and goodneſs ; which are proporti- 
: onably beſtowed on all his works. 
Where the rational foul will ſtill be VEE, 
and more capable (as it will then be abſent. 
from the groſs body, free indeed and have 
new mediums, higher objects and nobler op- 
portunities) of much more glorious Friend- 
ſhips and attainments. | 
Me read in a book SELF-AUTHEN- 
TICATED of a man very learned, of 
truly heroic virtue, during many perils and 
fiery trials, we read, I ſay, in ſuch a book of 
ſuch a man, that was, on theſe very ac-' 
counts, actually caught up into paradiſe, 
whether with, or without his body, he could 


not tell, where, for the more confirmation 
* 


EN 

of his faith, he was favoured with ſuch vi- 
ſigns and revelations and heard ſuch ſuperior 
ſpiritual divine words, as no human tongue 
could, poſſibly. expres. 

Now of ſuch, an one, we (chriſtians) may 
glory, for this, plainly ſhews us, not only, 
that the human ratignal, ſoul may and will 
exiſt out of the body, but alſo that it will, 
wh en, the body falls, aſceny and meet in 
that paradifiacal region with beings, ſcenes, 
and converſations, far ſuperior, more. grand 
and ſublime, than any we ha ve here below. 

For the reaſqnableneſs of the Apo ſtles 
repeted dieipnetion and glorigus doctrine, is 
plainly, grounded on this ſuppoſition. | 

So far is the ſpirit of man from expiring, 
or deſcending with the groſs animal-body 
into the ground; ſo far i is it from depending 
upon this inferior terreſtrial. part for its ſu- 


blime metaphyſical improvements and PR” | 
wal moral proficiency. sapere 
Buß revclajjon apart. 7 24 
Hear a celebrated heathen ee 
1 2 ; who appeared ſome centuries before 
JESU 8 CHRIST was. born and diſtinguiſh- | 
ed himſelf after uh, a, manner in the ork 
3 


N 
by his worthy and brave deeds, that Alexana 
der the Great, honoured him, as an Hero. 

Hear ſuch a prince, ſpeaking even like a 
chriſtian philoſopher to his children ahout 
him on his death-bed, when out of the a- 
bundance of the heart, the mouth fake 
"mn Do not imagine, my deareſt children, 
* that I, when this ſick and weak animal- 
body of mine expires, that I then, ſhall 
« ceaſe to be. 

« Conſider, when I was well in it, and 
active with you, that you never could then 
« ſeemy ſuperior reaſoning ſoul, though you, 
could not but be fully perſuaded, that, it 
« was then in my head, "frow the great ac- 
* tions, which. I then readily planned and 
“put bravely in execution. 

« Such a ſoul, believe me, my deareſt 
© children, muſt. ſurvive the human mortal 
body and ſoar, (quick as lightning) though 
vie cannot ſee it, when the body drops: 
into another ſuperior. free celeſtial ſtate, 
to receive honour. and immortality, to be 
©, crowned with ſublime ſplendid- ſpiritual 
glory. 

© No man ſhall ever perſwade me, that 


«< {ach noble great ſouls, though now invi- 
« ſible 
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& ſible, die, when their mixed diſtempered 
« mortal bodies drop; which here are plain- 
&« ly imcumbrances, cloggs and chains to 
them. 

For this craving, ſickly parental-body 
« is always wanting and ſeeking ſuch things, 
as are by no means ſatisfactory to the ſu- 
&« perior thinking part. 
This terrene corru ptible tabernacle per-. 
% petually weigheth down the ſpeculative 
« aſpiring active ſpirit, and confines it to 
« this our earth, from which it muſt origi- 


* nally come, as it is congenial wh and 10 
* fond of it. 


Nothing is ſo like death, as ſleep, und | 
« yet we find the minds of great and good 
„ men, when their bodies are faſt aſleep, 
* ſometimes full of a future happy immor- 
* tality above the ſtars among their great 
and glorious anceſtors. May we not, my" 
« deareſt children, fairly collect from ſuch 
«« inſpiring hints and circumſtances, as theſe,” 
„that, as our ſuperior aſpiring ſouls live, 
eth ink and do virtuouſly and valiantly in ſuch 
5 groſs mortal bodies, ſo they will live, think 
« and act in a far more excellent way, 
<* when they eſcape out of and aſcend (like 
5 lightning 
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lightning) from them into the clear ſerene 
regions above, and ſhine as the ſtars, ac- 
cording to their deeds here, in their ſeve- 
ral orders and courſes, among the ſelect 
heroic Spirits of juſt and brave men, that 
are gone before. 


« But now, if theſe things prove fo, 


my will and pleaſure is, my deareſt chil- 


dren, that you always think and ſpeak 
honourably of me and proclaim me bleſſ- 
ed among the heavenly inhabitants in the 
glorious preſence of God, whom you are 
to believe in, to. love, honor and obey, 
whatever becomes of nie, as the ſelf ex- 


ting FATHER AND PRESERVER 


of this univerſal beautiful building, where- 
in we ſojourn, and to remember me pi- 
ouſly and.. perpetually, as your, terre- 
{trial father, who gave you ſuch inſtruc- 
tions and commands on his death-bed. 


Fear not,” ſays another learned hea- 


then, who loved to ſpeak his mind upon ſe- 
rious ſubjects, fear not to look at that 


CRITICAL hour, it puts not an 
end to your ſoul, only to your parental- 


9 8 ; the day of death, which you fear, 
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ec will be your laſt, is in reality the ſoul's 
by BIRTH-DAY to the moſt happy eter- 
cs nity.” 
But if the wiſeſt and moſt virtuous among 
the heathens were poſſeſſed, tranſported, at 
the very laſt, with ſuch noble lively hopes of 
a future happy immortality with the ſpirits of 
brave, juſt and good men, that were gone 
before, into a ſuperior ſpiritual ſtate.” 
With what diſdain and contempt may we 
juſtly look down upon the mean- ſpirited prin- 
ciples and vile practices of thoſe, who take 
pains, who would fain perſwade us,----- that 
the ſouls of men differ very little from the 
ſouls of beaſts and may poſſibly loſe their 
very conſciouſneſs and all perception, when 
their bodies die. | 


Odi profanum vulgus, et arceo. 


What? little or no difference between a 
man and a beaſt ? were not brute-animals all 
made for our uſe? have not we dominion 
over them? are not we then much better, 


than they? O ye of little — as well 


as faith! 

Do ſuch animals ever look up and conſider 

the heavens, or the carth under their benign 
influences, 
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influences, as they give us all, without re- 
ſpe& of perſons, LIGHT AND HEY 
DAY AND NIGHT, SEED TIME: 
AND HARVEST ? 

Can brute animals of any fort ſee in that 
provident and agreeable variety of ſeaſons, 
or in thoſe peil rains and dews, which 
fall on the fields of all, the glorious good 
nature and perfections of the DIVINE 
AUTHOR ? | 

Are not his ſupreme divine power, wiſdom 
and goodneſs ſeen plainly by US in all his 
works ? do not they all ſeem to be made on 

rpoſe to ſerve, to oblige and make US 
grateful to the great Donor and good to our 
fellow-creature ? 
Do they not cry out, as it were, from 
their ſeveral elements and ſtations to MAN, 
thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart and thy neighbour, as thyſelf. If 
the light that is in US be darkneſs, how great 
is that darkneſs ! 

MAN has {elf evidently a ſuperior under- 
ſtanding ſpirit, in which there ſeems to be 
not only a JUDGE, but a LAW too. 

Hence it is, that MAN (except the light 
Lol HIM be turned by his evil deeds into 


E 2 darkneſs) 
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darkneſs) - ſtands immediately corrected and 


ſelf- condemned, when he denies his ſuperi- 
ority to brutes; when he disbelieves and diſ- 
obeys GOD; when he, having it in his 
power, ' refuſes to help, to have compaſſion 
on his fellow-creature, in danger, in diſtreſs; 
who is, in all points, like himſelf, equally 
made in the image of GOD, and crowned 
with dominion, glory and honour. 

For whatſoever is predicable of any one 
man, in reſpect of his nature, is likewiſe pre- 
dicable of every other man. Human nature 
is diſtinguiſhable into three, viz. ſpirit, ſoul, 
body, theſe three are one; theſe three enter 
into the compoſition and conſtitute the nature 
of every individual man upon the face of the 
earth ; who may, upon any occaſion, fay, 
HOMO SUM. © 
Further, the ſpirit of man, ſeparately ta- 
ken, is diſtinguiſhable into three, capable of 
being conſidered 7px8, trifariam. 

Thus in fact I have conſidered it in this 
eſſay, viz. as to its origin, its. nature, its 
excellencies ; theſe three are one, which may 
poſlibly derive originally from ſome differen- 
ces, analogous to perſonal differences, in the 
* incorporeal BEING; ſo that we 
may 


f f #3 1 
may p oceed! or riſe hi cher ſtill; for this ſu- 
preme incorporeal BEING, may be diſtin- 
guiſhable into three and yet theſe THREE, 
in ſame reſpekts may be but ONE | in other ; ; 
more of this in its place. 

But now; as we are in \ fa made in 
the DIVINE IMAGE, conſtituted, honor- 
ed and'diſtinguiſhed after this high manner, 
how. came we by theſe ſuperior conſtitutive 
altinngulſhin ng ptincipſes, d dominion and h igh 
priv viledges?s . 

15 or "i orice rvinke INIAGE A 

Jami n, this domeſtic judge and internal 
law, as 2 as the underſtanding, we have 
Ntrictly a appr prixted to: and ef in our ſu- 
perior, rational nature, ; which i is very highly 
fivoured; * which mult receive them (tho” We 
know 300 how, or When) from ſome ſuita- 
ble ſupreme DIVINE BENEFACTOR, 6: 

LAW. GIVER apt 12 his e in 
dur nature. 15 
Moſt certdin't is i Pe Ae 
ſuch rational powers. could not pollibly reſult 
naturally from any! ee preparation, con- 
texture, or motion of the human 4 
podys or ariſe from = ſpiritaous parts, or 


i 
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particles of it, or be FE ſors, of material ap- 
pendix to it. 8 | 

Let us now proceed ir in ihe path 5 F AIR 
TRUTH and wry to ſee, as far as We can, 
into the real * of 1 our r rati- 
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neceſſiry agent (as the human e 
by itſelt naturally, is) ou' d give being, b 
ny natural means. whatever, to a ſimple ne 
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corporeal intelligent | free-a gent, (as the human 
rational ſobl 1 in itſelf _ 0 muſt be 3 A 
direct contradidtion, to that 1 received maxim. 
« nothing. can give, What it, has. note? 80 
che effect would be ſuperior t. to the 16 
which is viſibly ablurd.. * 

0 Hence 3 1 that the RJ 
rational ſoul cannot ably proceed by Tra- 
duction, or in the natural Way. of g generation, 
From | parents to children. | 

| Becauſe this foul is Leiten 25 =_ 
in its nature and properties to, the human pa- 
rental body and its ſenſes, appetites, paſſions; 
&c. all which, in many; ** the rational 
ſoul 


1 
foul actually checketh, controlleth and giveth 
ſuperior light and law to. 

TI appeal to the conſcience, or experience 
and obſervation of every FAIR FREE- 
THINKER for the truth of this. 

Again, the rational ſouls of children can- 
not poſſibly proceed from the rational ſouls of 
their parents; becauſe they, (ſuch ſouls) 
wou'd in that caſe be diviſible, ſuch an hy- 
. potheſis cannot be admitted; as it is abſolute- 
ly unphiloſophical and quite deſtructive of 
their immateriality. 

Moſt certain it is, that thoſe ſubſtances, 

whoſe eſſential properties are quite different, 
cannot be of the ſame nature. 
Now there is nothing more ſelf-evident, 
than that the eſſential properties and intereſts 
of the rational ſoul are ſo different from thoſe 
of the parental, or animal body. 

The firſt, the moſt eſſential property 9 this 
ſoul is to think, i. e. to perceive, to judge, 
to will ; whereas the firſt, the moſt eſſential 
property of matter is to be extended, which 
peceſſarily implies the cohzfion of the mate= 
rial parts, infinite diviſibility and {ome fi igure, 
of other. | 
Bur 
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But now; what can be conceived more 
different, than theſe properties? the more 

any virtuous FAIR-FREE- THINK ER con- 
ſiders them, the more he will be convinced, 
that they are altogether incompatible in one 
and the ſame ſubſtance. 
As to the animal, or parental- part of our- 
ſelves, it is, as we have ſeen above, a per- 
petual enemy, priſon, clog, &c. to the phi- 
loſophical, or rational part. 

Theſe two, during our days upon earth, a 
are ſtill at variance, at open war with rs 
other, ſo far are they from being one and the 
ſame principle, | (See Rom. 7. chap. 18. 
&c. 

This is, in fact, the preſent ſtate of man. 
But how then docs this ſuperior ſpeculative 
conſcious commanding ſpirit ariſe within us? 
BARE-MAT TER ſays, it is not in ME, 
BRUTE-MATTER ſays, it is not in ME, 
and will not have this ſuperior thinking con- 
ſcious ſpirit to check and rule over it. 

Let the Materialiſt, whoſe fancy, in his 
own eyes, is very beautiful, will preſume ta 
tell us, that this preciſe moral governor of 
human nature, refiding in the region of the 


brain, ariſeth gradually out of it and conſiſt- 
eth 
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eth of the fineſt parts, or ſpirits ſpringing 


from thence. 

But now ſuch, as take pains, as wou'd 
fain make us believe, that theſe refined par- 
ticles, or ſpirits (if any ſuch there be ariſing 
from the human brain) may poſſibly be ſo 
extracted, refined, diſpoſed and moved, as to 
come to be not only really alive, but alſo co- 
gitative, free and —— conſcious of their 
diſtin& individualities and of what paſles among 
themſelves, and ſo capable of giving an ac- 
count of what they do, or ſa y. 

Such ſtrange free-thinkers, I fay, if in 
earneſt, wou'd do well in explaining them- 
ſelves a little farther, (ſure it is incumbent on 
them) in order to fhew the bare poſlibility of 
this their moſt extravagant hypotheſis; which 
carries in it ſuch an abyſs of idle palpable ab- 
ſurdities and groſs ridiculous follies. 

Thus every man might have not only one; 
but millions of fouls, running to and fro thro? 
all and every part of his body; for theſe a- 
nimal ſpirits, I preſume, are perpetually in 
motion thro? all its parts, joſtling, el bowing 
cach other, and evaporating allo out of it. 

So we muſt, in ſuch a caſe, think all over, 
in our hcels, - our fingers and toes, as well as 

our. 
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our heads; fo the whole earth and atmoſphere 
muſt be full of them. 

But ſeriouſly; how can ſuch ſpirits, which 
muſt be material and therefore infinitely divi- 
ſible even in their minuteſt parts (ſuch is the 
nature and definition of matter) make, conſti- 
tute, or furniſh out fuch a ſuperior reaſoning, 
conſcientious, pious principle, as the ſpirit of 
man? | 
Wou' d not the effect in ſuch a caſe be far 
ſuperior and more noble, than the cauſe? 

Beſides this SUPERIOR ſpiritual principle 
in US, by the way, directs and has actually 
dominion over theſe very animal ſpirits and is 
likewiſe a ſimple, indiviſible, permanent, ſet- 
tled, thinking ſubſtance, confined to the re- 
gion of the brain; which is ſelf- evidently its 
ſeat, or fixed place of reſidence. 

For we. direct all our diſcourſes to the head, 
where this interpreter ſtill reſideth, receiveth, 
remembreth and reaſoneth upon them. 
Sure then ſuch a ſoul can never conſiſt in 
ſuch looſe, variable, volatile and evaporating 
things, as are the animal ſpirits. 

Theſe ſpirits, in my humble apprehenſion, 
go to this, that, or any part of the human 
animal body, in the twinkling of an eye, 
Juſt as they are directed, c ſent by the 

wil, 
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will, or mind of mind, which preſides and 
rules abſolutely over them. 

Sure THAT, which directs and a 
in this deſpotic arbitrary manner, muſt be dif- 
ferent from and ſuperior to THAT, which 
is ſo directed and ſent. 

But now; muſt not ſuch ſtrange wing 
nen. in ſuch a ſerious and moſt i important af- 
fair, have forgot to bluſh? is it not egregi- 
ouſly abſurd and ridiculous even to fancy, 
that theſe animal ſpirits (take them ſingle, le- 
parately, or collectively, combined into any. 
ſyſtem with any motion whatever) ſhou'd ever 
become capable of hearing, or reading a diſ- 
courſe, as we do? ſhow'd ever become capa- 
ble of remembring, reflecting, repenting, 
or improving as we do? 

Let us awake to right reaſon and e | 
ourſelves men. * | 
I am conſcious, that the rational ſoul; 
which chinks in my head now, is the very 
fame foul, which thought there; when I 
went to {uch a ſchool, read ſuch books there; 
when I was of ſuch an univerſity, performs 
ed ſuch ſcholaſtic exerciſes there, in ſuch a 
particular ſchool ; when I ſerved ſuch a cure 
after ſuch a manner, ten, twenty, or thirty 
years ago. - The 
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The ſelf- ſame foul ſtill remains in the . ; 


fate place. 
| Sure then ſuch a ſoul, ſuch a reader, ach 


a reaſoner, ſuch a cure-ſerver, ſuch a vaſt 
rememberer, endued with ſuch ſuperior noble 
capacities and free faculties, ſuch metaphyſi- 
cal and moral reflexions, muſt ariſe into be- 
ing after a very different manner and ſubſiſt 
ſomewhere or other, after the diſſolution of 
the human animal body and the diſſipation of 
its ſpirits, and ſtand accountable too for its be- 
haviour in this bodily life. | 
«© Behold, ſays GOD, (the GOD of the 
“ ſpirits of all fleſh) all ſouls are mine, as 
* the ſoul of the father, ſo the ſoul of the 
* ſon is mine; the ſoul, that nn, it 
5 ſhall die.“ | 111 20 
But to return to our philoſopher. 

Let us bring this important point down to 
the very loweſt, let us put it as low, as the 
Materialiſt himſelf can expect, or even deſire. 
Admitting what ſeems in itſelf, (according 
to our ideas of matter and its properties) real- 
ly impoſſible, admitting, that ſome original 
parts, or particles of matter may be prepar- 
ed, conſolidated and ſpiritualized by the di- 
vine knowledge and power to ſuch a de gree, 
| 4 : | ag 
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as to become not only indiſſoluble, indiſcers 
nible and purely one, but alſo actually alive, 
apprehenſive (when placed by the hand of 
God in the human brain) and capable, in pro- 
ceſs of time, with a little proper inſtruction, 
of thinking, acting and reflecting, juſt as we 
(our rational fouls) do. 

Admitting, I fay, all this; yet ſtill, even 
in ſuch a caſe, I inſiſt, that ſuch conſolidat- 
ed, ſpiritualized, ſimple, thinking material- 
ſouls muſt remain ſuch, I mean, become 
hereby immortal, accountable and as capa- 
ble of future rewards and puniſhments, eter- 
nal and moſt exquiſite, at the hand of God, 
the maker of them, as the ſouls, we now 
have. | 

The Materialiſt then, after ſuch a great 
conceſſion, will ſtand upon the ſame foot; 
for he will reap none inward relief, or pri- 
vate poor ſatisfaction; as the doctrine of fu- 
ture appointments for the righteous and the 
-wicked will ſtill ſtand unſhaken and in full 
force againſt his looſe principles and e 
courſe of life. 

----Theſe are the things, which defile 
the pure powers of reaſon ; for ſuch prin- 
ciples and practices are really incompatible- 

with 
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with the ſuperior DIGNITY and DIC- 
TATES of human nature; let our fouls be; 
as they will, material or immaterial. 
| Upon the whole ; if we have recourſe to. 
the moſt ancient and authentic hiſtories and 
try to trace things of this our earth, as far 
back, as ever we can; this wiſe proceeding 
may ſerve to give us ſome further ſatisfactory 
light, or inſtruction. 

We ſhall find no veſtigia, no marks of arts 
and ſciences, in this our quarter of the globe, 
before the days of DAVID; when men IN 
EUROPE were without books, without 
agriculture, without trades, manufactures, 
towns, metals, ſhips; in compariſon, mere 
homines ſyTveſtres. 

What, or who were the people of Rome, 
according to theſe Hiſtories, in their begin- 
ning? were not even they then (not near 
3000 years ago) ſtrictly ſpeaking, populus vi- 
rorum, i. e. a pack of lewd fellows of the 
baſeſt ſort, in a wandring wild ſavage way of 
living, without houſes, or homes, mere fu- 
gitives, vagabonds. 

Such, even ſuch were the firſt of this 
people, got together in this pleaſant, yet un- 
peopled corner of the carth, and now deter- 


mined 
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mied to fix and eſtabliſh, to increaſe and 
multiply themſelves per fas et nefas. 

* What, or who were the people of 
ENGLAND; when JULIUS CASAR 
: paſſed 
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* The Britons were generally tall and well made, 
and like moſt of the (common) Iriſh at this day, yellow- 
haired, their conſtitution was ſo good, that, according 
to Plutarch, they frequently lived a hundred and twenty 
years. This length of days was probably owing to their 
ſobriety and temperance, as much or more, than to the 
wholeſomeneſs of the air. 

The uſe of cloaths was ſcarce known in the Iſland; 
none but the inhabitants of the ſouthern coaſts covered 
their nakedneſs with the ſkins of wild beaſts, careleſly 
thrown over them, not ſo much to defend themſelves 
againſt the cold, as to avoid giving offence to the ſtran- 
gers, that came to trafic with them. 

They were won't by way of ornament to make inci- 
ions in their bodies in the ſhape of flowers, trees and 
animals, which with the juice of WOAD they painted 
of a Sky-colour, that never wore out. "Theſe ſcars are 
by Tertullian termed Brittannorum Stigmata. | 
They lived in woods, in hutts, covered over with ſkins, 
boughs, or turf. There are people now in the north 
of Scotland, that are ſaid to live in none other houſes. 

I remember alſo to have ſeen in Ireland poor people, 
living in hutts, covered only with green turf and not 
above three or four times bigger than their Body. I was 
told, they lived quictly in theſe habitations, —_— 
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paſſed over and penetrated into that iſland, 
which was then deemed out of the compaſs 
of the World and not worth conquering ? 

The BRITONS then were mere homines 
Hloeſtres, without learning, or law; with- 
out houſes, without purſe, ſcrip, or ſhoe, 
nay quite naked; ſo very ignorant were they 
in religious matters, that they ſometime after- 
wards erected a temple to the emperor Clau- 
dius and paid him divine honors. 

As to Ireland, it may have been very con- 
ſiderable in old time, but it ſeems juſt now 
to be making its appearance in the world. 

Upon conſulting ſuch hiſtories, I ſay, we 
ſhall find that the very original of letters, 


- agriculture, 
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ſtiring abroad, unleſs to provide for their ſubſiſtence, and 
contented with milk and potatoes, gave themſelves no 
farther trouble. 

This may ſerve to give us an idea of the way of living 
among the ancient Britons ; their towns, or rather vil- 
lages were only a confuſed parcel of hutts, placed a little 
diſtance from each other without any order or diſtinction 
of ſtreets ; they generally ſtood in the middle of a wood, 
the avenues to which were defended by ſlight ramparts 
of earth or with the trees, that were felled to clear the 
ground. (See hiſtory of England by N. Tindal, intro- 
duction, pag. 5. Edit. Folio.) 
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agriculture, navigation, ſhip-wrights, car- 
penters, houſes, was not older in Europe, than 
the days of Samuel, or Eli; that this part of 
the earth before was ſo thinly pcopled and fo 
overgrown with woods, that mankind cou'd 
not have been here long before. 

If we have recourſe to the moſt ancient 
and authentic RECORD of the countries, 
firſt inhabited by men, we ſhall find the Pa- 
triarchs, Abraham, Lot, &c. wandering up 
and down, living in tents and feeding their 
flocks and herds, whereſoever they pleaſed. 
For though they had great flocks and herds 
with them and were ſtrangers in the land of 
Canaan; yet they met with no diſturbance, 
no moleſtation : ſo that, in this reſpect, they 
lived in the golden-age. 

For what liberty and plenty did they en- 

joy ? when their herd-men and ſhepherds 
(for this ſeems to have been the great imploy- 
ment in thoſe days) quarrelled about ſome 
conveniencies in feeding their flocks and 
herds; ABRAHAM, as if he had been 
LORD of the whole earth, offers LOT his 
choice of the country for his ſtock, ſaying; 
s not the whole land before thee ? if 
5< thou wilt take the left hand; then I will 
F a go 
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ee go to the right; or if thou depart to the 
4 right hand; I will go to the left. ne 
CC I 3. 9. 99 

Here we ſee, that the countries firſt inha- 
bited by mankind were ſo thinly peopled in 
thoſe days, that the fields were not yet ap- 
propriated, or divided and 2 in pro- 
perty, for want of people. 

But now; ABRAHAM was not more, 
than four, or five generations from PELEG, 
and all mankind ſeem to have lived together 
in Chaldea under the government of NOAH 
and his ſons, until the 227 of PELEG. 
(Gen. 10. 25.) 

So long they were of one language, one 
community, one religion, and then they di- 
vided the earth, (peradventure upon the tur- 
bulent behaviour and projects of Nimrod) 
diſpers'd and ſpread themſelves into the ſeve- 
ral parts of the earth, which fell to their 
ſhares; © for from them was the whole 
earth overſpread. (Gen. 9. 19. )” 

Hence we may learn, that the,race of 
men cou'd not poſſibly be from eternity up- 
on this our earth; that there muſt of neceſſity 
be ſome firſt parents. 


As 
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As to Floods, Conflagrations, &. that! 
may have happen'd ; we have none account. 
in Hiſtory of any, that has ever been univerſal; 
we read indeed of one DELUGE, but the 

very RECORD, which gives us this account, 
tells us likewiſe, hy! it happen? d, and how. 
immediately the. great power. of God was 
concerned in bringing! it about, and further, that 
the people, who then periſhed, as well as 
the few, who ſurvived, defended all reine 
ly .from two; firſt parents. 

But now; ; 5 whom did they deeegd, 

. + Hence we may argue, that therg 
— be ſome ſelf-cxiſting AUTHOR, or 
PARENT of nature itſelf; ſome ! incompre- 
henſibly great, wiſe and over-abundant good 
BEING, neceſſarily exiſting above, through 
and in all, che ; mover, the Pk free- 
agent and preſerver of, all. mb 

According gly, | We ſhall find, in this moſt 
uſeful Hiſtory „ thax THE LIVING AND 
TRUE BEING. x was pleaſed in his over-a- 
bundang love and goodneſs to. FS in the 
©7709 o 50 10 18 255 0 begin- | 
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S, nulla fuit genitalis origo terræ et cœli. 
_ Cur ſupra bellum Thebanum & fuuera Tric. 
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beginning, his incommunicable great creative 
and preſerving power, as we ſee. above and 
| below, and to form man (when, this terra- 

queous globe was ti phtly divided, fertled, ful- 
ly farniſhed and'fit to receive bim)! in a ſupe - 
rior” peculiar erect manner, with higher be- 
ing, more noble free faculties, and to place 
and give him dominion here over all his o. 
cher creatures. 5 Aa 

But with Vir e- 1 

* In order, without any petadventure, to 
try him, to ſee, what he'wou'd do, how he 
wou'd uſe his ſuperior rational faculties and 
the good creatures, committed to him. oy” rom 

In order to ſee; whether he wou'd look up 
and conſider rightly the heaveris and this our 
carth under their benign influences, A 

In order to ſee; whether he, wou'd conſi- 
der this our terreſtrial Ball | a8 4 PALFS- 
TRA, wherein man is to put forth and e exer- 
ciſe not only his corporeal, but, L his noble ra- 
tional faculties, to ſhew his virtues and in this 
manner prepare himſelf for a ſuperior heaven- 
Iy ſtate: or whether he wou'd look down 
and conſider this earth, as his rr 
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HOME, or COUNTRY, and ſo try proud». 
ly forbidden practices to fix and eſtabliſh 
himſelf (as Nimrod afterward did) for ever in 
this ſablunary globe, without any regard to 
an happy futurity in heaven, or the reveled 
will of his MAKER. 

Yet HE, by the way, wanted none in- 
formation, as to the future behaviour of our 
firſt parents. For GOD himſelf cou'd not 
but know, how they wou'd uſe their ſuperi- 
or faculties, what they wou'd do, but theit 
miſconduct and vanity were permitted for our 
ſakes ; for what happened, happened to them 
in the way of ENSAMPLE, and is written 
for our admonition. 

Let him then, who thinkzth, he ſtandeth, 
take heed, leſt he fall; for vain man (though 
his days have been moſt graciouſly contracted 
agen and agen) is ſtill prone to fay within 
himſelf, in his proſperity.— I. ſhall never be re- 
moved. 

But ſure, he muſt be very unwiſe and pro- 
fligately fooliſh indeed; who can bring him- 
ſelf even to fancy, that ſuch a very beautiful 
and grand Fabric, as this viſible world, the 
heavens above and the earth beneath with 


every ching, that moveth in them, 2 2 
F 3 ſeem 
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IR to correſſ pond with and be made for each 
other, where there are ſo many marks of 
wiſdom and divine goodneſs, eſpecially to 

man) fprang up naturally, or fortuitouſly, in 


the beginning, out of I know not what mat- 


ter, or porticles of matter into ſuch being, 
order and motion. 

And moreover that then, when every thing 
was ready provided for him, and hot till then, 
ſuch a ſuperior creature, as man, {o wonder- 
fully made, ſo very artificially formed, from 
the le of his foot unto his crown, ſtarted 
up after the ſame manner, out of I know not 
what mud, matter, or particles of matter, 
without any aid, or direction from any ſupe- 
rior power and took poſſeſſion and made 
himſelf the firſt King of all the earth, and 


llkewiſe an HELP MEET for him to con- 


tinue and propagate: his ſpecies with. 
In fair truth, if it had not been reveled 
and written for our more ſure inſtruction, that 
God, after he had created and finiſhed the hea- 
vens and the earth, proceeded to form the body 
of man of the duſt of the ground, and then, 
when it was formed, breathed into it a ſuperior 
diſtinct ſpiritual principle, and that man, from 
the cloſe union of both theſe,” became not 
| only 
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only a living ſoul, but alſo a rational animal, 
capable of being crowned with dominion, 
glory and honor. 

If all this, I ſay, had not been adi 
and written for our more ſure inſtruction, yet 
thoſe ſuperior penetrating noble inveſtigating 
faculties, . (--when properly exerciſed and im- 
proved to a competent degree of perfection) 
which we find actually implanted in the very 
ſpirit of our minds, won'd, as appears from 
the truly admirable works and brave actions 
of the wiſer heathen, teach us, that there 
was a PRINCIPLE, or SPIRIT, in man; 
which, though cloſely united to his animal pa- 
rental body, and ſo affected with its pleaſures 
and pains, was yet notwithſtanding really di- 
ſtint from_ it, and of a ſuperior DIVINE 
ORIGINAL. | 

« GOD, WHO made the world and all 
* things therein, HE, (8) being LORD of 
heaven and earth, is to be worſhipped, not 
*© with men's hands, as though HE neededany 
« thing; ſeeing HE giveth to all life and breath 
* and all things; and has made of ONE 
BLOOD every nation of men, for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth; HE is, I ſay, 

3 5. 
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© to be worſhipped, not with men's hands, 
but in SPIRIT and in TRUTH. | 

For in HIM, WE live and move and 
& have our being; of this ſome (r»«;} of the 
2 heathen poets were ſenſible, whenthey ſaid, 

WE are HIS offspring. 
(Acts 17. 24, 25, 26, 28.) 
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PART 


OF THE 


Human Rational Soul. 


Y= have ſeen, that THIS SOUL 
cannot be corporeal, or of hu- 

| man extraction, and ſince there 
are but two ſorts of beings, body and ſpirit, 
if it is not the one, it muſt be the other. 
Mdcoſt certain it is, if we know any thing 
at all of matter, we know, that, by it- 
ſelf, it is inſenſible, extended, ſolid, diviſible, 
paſſive only; for if nothing ſtirs this, that, 
or any parcel of mere matter, it will never 
ſtir itſelf. 

| Now equally certain it is, that if we know 
any thing at all of our own ſelves, I mean, 


Our 
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our ſouls; we know, that we are by them 
.conſcious of our own exiſtence, individuali- 
ty and actions; that we have a great degree 
of liberty, precious liberty, and can move 
our material bodies and the ſeveral members 
of them, juſt as we will, and what is more 
ſtill, and deſerves to be well weighed and pon- 
der'd, 

——-We can govern and conduct our- 
ſelves by a ſuperior ſacred LAW, in our own 
minds, quite different from and far above the 
law of gravitation, mechaniſm, or even the 
EAW, in our animal bodies. 


The wiſer heathen were ſenſible, very 


E- ſenſible of this ſupreme ROYAL LAW, or 


RULE, in their rational fouls and named it, 


© like maſters of thought, the general and gol- 


den rule of human actions; which may in 
brief be comprehended---in the right know- 
ledge and love of God and our fellow-crea- 
ture. | 
THESE are the two great commandments, 
in which all the reſt are involved, theſe two 
comprehenſive rules that ſuperior intelligent 
free Spirit in our head ſees and will revere 
and obey them for Conſcience ſake. 
| - Hd. 
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THIS is another ſuperior ſpiritual PRIN- 
CIPLE, implanted in our rational foul, that 
never fails to treat us, as we treat it, that 
wou'd even facrifice the luman animal body, 
rather than break in upon that great meta- 
- phyſical and moral LAW above. 

Sure it is very eaſy to perceive ſomething 
within us, that dire&ts the motions, that ex- 
erciſes the parts and preſerves the life and 
health of our animal bodies ; that {ympha- 
thizes with its neighbour, or its country in 
imminent danger or diſtreſs ; that conſulteth 
with itſelf, its friends and the friends of its 
country; that ſeeks and ſends abroad, when 
any maladies, misfortunes, or dangers ap- 
pear, for help, to fave itlelf, its friends, or its 
COUNTRY. 

Plain therefore it is, that this internal in- 
telligent preſerving and public-ſpirited PRIN- 
_ CIPLE muſt be ſomething very different 
from and far ſuperior to the human animal 
body, which it directs, takes care of, go- 
verns and yet wou'd and does often ſa- 
crifice in a brave, in a very extraordinary 
manner, either to fave its COUNTRY, it- 
ſelf, or its friends. 
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The human animal body, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, is a moſt curious ſyſtem of innume- 
rable parts, moſt artificially ſhaped, extend- 
ed, inſerted, joined together and compact- 
ed; yet ſure it is not merely its ſhape, ten- 
ſion, the fit inſertion, elaſticity, or harmony 
of its parts, which thus move, manage and 
govern it upon particular emergencies. 
A ſhip, ſays a late learned writer, wou'd 
© not be fit for navigation, if it was not 
5 built and provided in a proper manner; 
© but, when it has its proper form, and is 
become a ſyſtem of materials, fitly diſpoſ- 
ed, ſure it is not this diſpoſition, that go- 
6 yerns it. 
„It is THE MAN, that other ſuperior 
c intelligent free ſubſtance, who ſits at the 
« helm, that does this. | 
«So our veſlels, or terreſtrial tabernacles, 
e“ without a proper organization and confor- 
« mity of parts, wou'd not be capable of 
«© being acted, as they are; but ſtill it is not 
the ſhape, or modification, or any other 
accident, that governs them after this 
remarkable manner; there muſt be at the 
% helm ſomething ditin®, intelligent, free, 
% deſpotic.”? 


It 
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It is, in fair truth, THE INNER-MAN, 
bre Oi, reſiding in the region of the brain, as 
in a watch- tower, WHICH looks out, dic- 
tates to, moves and turns about the animal 
body, juſt as it pleaſeth. 

For what elſe can that SOVEREIGN 
POWER be, which maintaineth ſuch an in- 
Viſible empire there? that which putteth forth 
itſelf, when the furious blood boileth and the 
rebe]-appetites and paſſions riſe high and ſays, 


peace, be ſtill; hitkerto have ye hs. 


but no farther. . 

Sure this DICTATOR within, us muſt be 
ſomething diſtin from, and far ſuperior to, the 
animal-body, its parts, appetites, paſſions, 
&c. which it thus governs and gives law to, 
ft ic volo, ſic jubeo is its true natural preroga- 
tive. 4 

In ſhort, this Great Commander in every 
good man, is the pure intelligent free SPIRIT, 
WHICH has its general and golden rule and 
witneſs too within itſelf; WHICH ſmiles at 
what is called FORTUNE, or FATE, and 
will do the thing, which is right. 

When I begin to move my body, or any 
part of it, as the hand, the feet, the tongue, 


which are all obſequious to my WILL ; 1 — 
t 
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chis arbitrarily, in the twinkling of an eye, 
for ſome reaſon, or end; the means to come 
at which, I have before concerted within 


myſelf. 
2 does this look like motion, merely 
accidental, or mechanical? can bare matter 
(which of itſelf can never begin to creep, or 
be properly ſaid to intend any thing) lay 
ſchemes and give particular directions to the 
members, nerves and ſpirits of the brute · bo- | 
dy, how and when to execute them, in or- 
der to gain a point, win a battle, &c. 
Moreover we not only move our material 
bodies and the members of them, at a parti- 
cular criſis, upon political motives, military 
arts, or prudential conſiderations, but allo 
for civil, moral, or religious reaſons, impart- 
ed by words, or writing from others. 
Nay a ſhrug, the leaſt wink, or geſture, 
upon ſome great occaſions, will influence and 
alter our conduct, -in moral matters. 
But now, in ſuch caſes, no man can lay, 
with any ſhew, or ſhadow of reaſon ; that 
the bare words, {poken or written ; that the 
mere ſound, motion of the pen, ſhrug of 
the ſhoulder, or calt of the eye, can mate- 
88. by che mediation of the air, cauſe the 


reader, 
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reader, hearer, or obſerver, to move and act 
in any determinate manner. 

And ſure it is impoſſible, that the argu- 
ment, the advice, the requeſt, the item, or 
hint, which are all immaterial things and con- 
vey'd in the ſaid words, writing, motions, 
and geſtures, ſhou'd make any impreſſion up- 
on a material ſoul ; which in itſelf can be none 
_ Otherwiſe impreſſible, but as material organs, 
or a piece of wax are. 

Sure ſuch a ſoul cannot be both Reader 
and book. | 

The Reader, or Interpreter, 3 re- 
ſiding in the head of man, muſt be ſuch a 
ſuperior, immaterial, thinking, active, moral 
principle, as is not only diſtinct from its bo- 
dy, brain, &c. but quick and apprehenſive 
of the meaning and drift of theſe things; and 
really independent, as to the exiſtence and 
exerciſe of its rational accountable faculties, 
on the human animal body, or any of its 
parts. ; | 
Theſe all are merely inſtrumental, made 
moſt artificially, in the beginning, of earth by 
the hand of GOD to ſerve the rational ſoul 
in this preſent probation-lite. 


Hence 


{ 50 


Hence they now ſoon decay, grow old, 
and at length loſe their inſtrumentality and 
return finally to their original mother earth ; 
but with THE SPIRIT of man, ne 
to the great CYRUS, it is not ſo. 

The more we endeavour within ourſelves to 
raiſe, even in our imagination, ſuch an intelli- 
gent free agent, as THE SPIRIT of man, 
from any principles, out of any particles, or 
ſeed, merely material, earthly, or parental, the 
more THE LIGHT within us ce 
againſt the poſlibility o& lit, ; 

We muſt then have recourſe, in this caſe 
to ſome diſtin& ſuperior ſpiritual principle, it 
being, in my humble apprehenſion, as much 
beyond the power of bare matter, however 
med, qualified, diſpoſed and moved, - to 
produce ſuch a living intelligent free- agent, 
as it is above the power of mere nothing to 
produce Matter. 

When we propoſe, argue and diſcourſe 
with ourſelves, as we certainly can, about 
the nature and attributes of THE FIRST 
CAUSE ; or about the manner of our fu- 
ture exiſtence after this bodily life with THIS 
GLORIOUS CAUSE; we are then forc- 


ed, as it were, to believe, that our ſouls 
| may 
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may exiſt at leaſt as well without, as with the 
body. N55 

Such a body, as I think, cannot be deem- 
ed neceſſary to the performance of theſe ſu- 
perior ſpiritual functions; which ſeem to have 
no connexion with and are clearly above any 
properties in bare matter, in any circumſtan- 
ces whatever. 2 

The moſt ſubtile and pi pirituous 1 
matter, ſituated and moving in the human 
brain, amid the heads of the fineſt fibres and 
nerves, muſt (ſuppoſing none other ſpiritual 
principle to be ſuperadded to it) be as remote 
from any powers of this noble nature, as the 
moſt ſolid parts, the very bones: | 

For ſituation, tenuity of parts and quick . 
neſs of motion' are but accidents of- -matter, 
and who is ſo egregiouſly ſtupid, or aban- 
dond, as to aſcribe ſuch abſtract remoning 
and faith to any accidents; whoſe yery exiſt- 
ence de pends on their — in deen ſub- 

ject. 

Let any man, whoſe S is free from 
prejudice; clear and good, conſider, in his 
cool hours, his own rational faculties ; ſuch 
an one will ſoon be ſatisfied, that his rational 
ſou), in 3 theſe faculties are, muſt be a 

| G diſtinct 
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diſtin ſpiritual, 3 principle, pro- 
vided by THE FATHER of ſpirits and de- 
poſited, in his good time, by way of proba- 
tion, in his head. 

For in this part this ſpiritual ſubſtance re- 
ſides, is confined, in order to receive thro? 
the ſeveral organs, nerves and ſpirits of the 


. brute=body impreſſions and images from ex- 
terrial {ſenſible objects, or the great book of 


nature; which is fairly laid before, or pre- 
ſented to its view; that it may look into it 
and learn to * out ſome what of che GLO- 
For he inviſible chip 8 of H I'M are 
clearly ſeen in the viſible.” ria E 
Here it deſerves to be well obſerved and 
conſidered ſoundly, that the ſpirits, nerves and 
thoſe noble organs of ſenſe and information, 
ſo curiouſly formed and wiſely placed fo near 
the brain, are not for enabling the rational 
ſoul to perceive the impreſſions and images 
of obj ects in its imagination, - but only 
for conyeying them thither, where this ruler 
of our nature reſides, ſees, paroles and rea- 
ſons upon them. 
For the eyes, &c. "hr which TY ſees 
are but merely inſtrumental, juſt in the ſame 
| way 


3 
way to me, who uſe them, as a pair of 
ſpectacles are to the perſon, who uſes them, 
ſo they wear away, in like manner, grow old 
and uſeleſs. 

But am I, when theſe natural ſpectacles 
and organs of mine decay, loſe their inſtru- 
mentality and fail, am I then to fail too? am 
I then to be buried at laſt for ever with this 
brute-body of mine in the dirt, or duſt of the 

earth? GOD forbid. _ 
Sure we may reaſonably believe, if our 
ſouls cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt, except they be 
inveſted ' with ſome body, that they il. 
when their groſs brute- bodies die, if they 
do well in them, be provided immediately, 
or cloathed, by THE FATHER of ſpirits, 
with new, far better, more finely Sai 
pellucid bodies in every part and ſo flit, or 
aſcend (like and with Angels) into a ſuperior 

cœleſtial ſtate of being, 
Some have been and now are of opinion, 
chat the rational Soul, reſiding in the brain, 
is there moſt intimately united to, or in- 
cloſed within a fine etherial luminous body, or 
ſpiritualized vehicle, ops dyyonit;, vf. mwparaiy 
diſtin&t from the groſs parental-body, and 
that thus ſubtile ſplendid inner- body, when it is 
| G 2 well 


3. 
well. purified by its ſpiritual inhabitant in 
this life from the pollution, contracted from 
the groſs body, goes away with the ſpirit at 
the point of death and injoys future refined 
pleaſure and felicity along with it. 

But thus diſtin& are the human rational- 

foul and its faculties. from the groſs mortal 
parental- body and its organs. 
Farther yet, plain it is, that the faculties 
of ſeeing, hearing, diſtinguiſhing and choo- 
ſing, in a phyſical. ſenſe, do not of them- 
{elves conſtitute the definition of an human 
rational ſoul, which, in reality, has many 
other ſuperior noble faculties. _ 

For this our Soul can exerciſe itſelf 
freely from internal motives. and principles 


upon virtuous, or vicious objects, and ſo get 


good, or evil moral habits and raiſe, by reflex 
thoughts, great hopes, or horrid fears, within 
Itſelf,” of future rewards and puniſhments af- 

ter this ſhort uncertain life. 
ſuppoſe then, we do admit, that there are 
ſouls in brute-animals; Souls, that really are 
diſtin from their 5 and have actually in 
them a power of ſeeing, hearing, Aiſtinguiſh- 
ing and chooſing, in a phyſical way, yea ; ſome 
ſenſe and reflexion u pon their own ſuperior 
| | cunning 
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cunning, or ſtrength, whether they be of 
one and the ſame ſpecies, or not; 
Admitting all this, I ſay, will it follow, 
that therefore ſuch ſenſitive, or ſenſible ſouls. 
in brutes, though really immaterial, are for 
this reaſ-.a upon a level in the ſcale of being 
with the ſuperior ſpeculative rational Spirit ut 
the head of man? no, by no means. 


Har d par am uvie. apr, 
Above all things revere thyſelf. | 
Ov raf 76 N are £100, 


To ſtand up in this canſe, to put forth our 

abilities to the very utmoſt, in oppoſition to 
mean-ſpirited poor perverſe diſputers, to ſhew 
(like FREE-THINKERS INDEED) in 
the faireſt and ſtrongeſt light, the natural Fol 
periority of our ſpecies ; to prove beyond 
contradiction, or cavil, THE ACCOUN- 
TABLENESS of man to his MAKER; to 
teach him his duty to himſelf, to his family, 
to his followers, to his neighbours, to his 
King, to his Country, to mankind. 

——; Theſe are deeds and offices, that 
will bear reflexion, that will bring down a 
bleſſing and a luſtre upon human-affairs ; that- 
will raiſe and reſtore our imperfe& nature to 


G3 ; 
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its firſt eſtate, that internal original RIGH- 
TEOUSNESS ; which we 2 all to hun- 
ger and thirſt after, as THE TRUE 
BREAD, as THE LIVING WATER; 
which will ſuſtain and nouriſh our ſouls 6 
ever, even to eternal life; which the ſouls of 
brutes are naturally abſolutely incapable of. 
Jo entertain, to propagate unworthy, baſe, 
brutal notions of ourſelves has a direct ten- 
dency to raot out of our very Hearts, all the 
principles of honor, ingenuity and good-na- 
ture; this is the high-way to infect the foun- 
tain-head of all found morality, (as well as 
divinity) to ruin civil ſociety and govern- 
ment. 
For he, who propoſes to die, like a beaſt; 5 
he cannot be fit to live among men, 
much leſs at the head of communities and 
| kingdoms. „ | 
To endeavour to perſwade men out of a 
belief of things ; which, for ought we know 
to the contrary, may prove true, is unfair; 
to do this often in points, which highly con- 
cern their well-being and happineſs, is inju- 
rious; eſpecially when ſuch a belief is not 
attended with any conſiderable calamity in 
other reſpects | 
But 


E21 


But further, it is both unjuſt and uncha- 
ritable to civil ſociety and government to en- 
deavour to root out of men's hearts, thoſe 
great reſtraints from oppreſſion ahd violence, 
which our Chriſtianity has laid them under; 
the powerful influences of which, are a 
mighty ſecurity to peace and order and have 
their uſeful - effects, in many caſes; that hu- 
man laws cannot reach. | 

The ſtrongeſt ſecurity, men can give, one 
to another, is an OATH; THIS, in chriſtian 
countries, is taken upon THE HOLY GOS- 
PELS : but now; as the obligation of the 
OATH, thus taken, ariſes from the BE- 
LIEF of the truth of thoſe GOSPELS i. e. 
of the threatnings and judgments denounced 
by them; what hold can ſuch an OATH take 
on the Conſcience of an Infidel? 
| Sure then the promoters of infidelity may 

be deemed public enemies to civil ſociety and 
government. 


G 4 15 But 


„ 
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+ To diſcover error in axioms, grounded on facts, is 
like the breaking of a charm.——The enchanted caſtle, 


the ſteepy rock,---THE BURNING LAKE diſappear. 
Vid. Ld. Bolingbroke on the uſe'of retirement and ſtudy. 
Vol. II. pag. 173. 
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But to return to our Philoſopher. 

Alas! the ſouls of mere animals, if they 
have any, diſtinct from, are, in compariſon, 
like their bodies, viz. prone, groveling, 
ſenſual, without any free noble inſtincts, or 
rational «generous aims, their belly is their 
God. | 
Some philoſophers and divines have taught, 
| that there are two diftin& ſouls in man, viz. 

a ſenſitive and a rational foul, admitting this; 
yet J inſiſt, that the life, which diſplays it- 
ſelf in the exerciſe and acts of the rational 
foul, is as different from that, which appears 
in the excurſions and indulgence of the ſen- 
ſitive ſoul, as the light, that glitters in A 
DIAMOND, is from that, which faintly 
mimicks it in a pebble. 

For the ſouls of brutes are determined, or 
determine themſelves intirely according to the 
preſent influence of external objects on their 
ſenſes, or the immediate impulſe of their baſe 
bodily appetites ; over which they have no 
ſpeculative ſpirit, moral governor, or judge; 
nor any rational ſyſtem, or law in their me- 
mory, as We have, to regulate an injurious 


appetite, or ſubdue the violent inſtincts of 
paſſion by. 


Hence 
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Hence it is, that mere animals of eve- 
ry ſort are exempted from moral obligation 
and the reſtraints of LAW. 

---Becaule they are not endued with ſuch 
meaſures and degrees of reaſon and liberty; 
as enable them to judge concerning the na- 
ture of cauſes and effects. 

They can neither form to themelvve a 
metaphyſical, or moral rule; nor follow, or 
conſider ſuch a rule, as THE DIVINE 
WILL; when formed, or reveled. 

Hence we read in the Jewiſh-hiſtory, that 
the owners of cattle, notoriouſly vicious, 
or miſchievous, were accountable for the da- 
mage, or miſchief done by them. 

But to make this grand point out, (viz. 
the ſuperiority and Accountableneſs of our 

rational ſoul) better, after the moſt ſatisfacto- 
ry manner, good; let us, who believe, have 
recourſe to Divine Revelation. 

THE WORD of GOD is THE WORD 
of GOD. Happy are we, who have it; 
for this diſcovers plainly to us, after a fine 
philoſophical manner, the great difference be- 
tween the ſenſitive brutal and the rational 
moral ſoul of man. 


For 
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For when the brutal, or parental part of 
man is deſtroyed by death; we ſee, what be- 
comes of all its terrene parts; we ſee, they 
all deſcend naturally ; they all were originally 
from the earth and then they all deſcend, or 
return to it, 

But the rational ſoul - deſcendeth not; foe 
it, (being a ſuperior ſpiritual, conſcientious, 
- accountable principle, )----then aſcendeth of 
itſelf upward, ſuch is its very nature, till it 
arrives at, or is conducted to the proper man- 
ſion, or ſtation, appointed for it; till it ap- 
pears naked, as it is, before the true ſeat of Judg- 
ment, to receive the ſentence of pardon, or 
condemnation, according to the things done 
in its parental- probation- body. 

« For, when the duſt ſhall return to the 
* earth, as it was, the ſpirit ſhall return un- 
* to GOD, who gave it. 

Here you ſee plainly the different nature 
and original of the ſpirit and the animal-bo- 
dy of man; here you ſee, that they go ac- 
cordingly two quite contrary ways at death, 
The ſpirit of a beaſt then returns, or de- 
ſcends of itſelf downward to its congenial 


mother-earth. 
The 


— 
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The ſpirit of a beaſt has the ſame natural 


tendency downward with its terrene body, it 
has the gravity of a corporeal ſubſtance, and 
cannot peradventure have any other being, or 
ſubſiſtence, beſides that, which ariſes from 
the exquiſite frame, or contexture of thoſe 
particles, or ingredients, which enter into the 
_ conſtitution of the Beaſt. 

With GOD all things are poſſible, HE 
created man to be immortal; yet man is now, 
thro' his own levity and diſobedience, ſubject 
to death, as well as bealts; all now go to 
one place; all originaliy are from the duſt and 
all turn to duſt agen. In this reſpect, man in- 
deed is ſo reduced, even to the ſame level 
with the beaſt. 

Let ſtop not here; but proceed and 
take the Preacher rightly; for he is here 
ſpeaking of the human animal, or parental- 
body; ſure there is another ſuperior ſpiritual 
part, (ixu» dd whatever the vulgar, or prophane 
(who make up the majority of mankind) 
may from ſuch promiſcuous fatal appearances 
imagin to the contrary. 

For alas! as the inſpired Preacher goes on, 
=----=--who knoweth, i. e. how few, in 
compariſon, are they, who conſider itt 


partial] Vs 


62 

partially, who diſtinguiſh SUBSTANTI- 
ALLY, between THE SPIRIT of a man, 
which goeth thus upward to GOD; and the 
Spirit of a beaſt, which gocth ſo downward 
to the earth? 

Here you have the true philoſophical 
DISTINCTION fairly made ; which is per- 
fectly agreeable to right reaſon and the true 
nature of things. 

Man is a being ſelf-evidently made up of 
two ſuch parts, one of which is from above, 
vaſtly ſuperior to, quite different from, the 
other, in its very nature, taſte and tendency, 
naturally formed for ſubſiſting after this bo- 
dily life, naturally aſcending up on high to its 
TRUE FATHER, naturally capable of 
giving HIM an account of the things done 
in its parental probation- body. 

The wiſer heathen always counted the 
earth the mother only of the human animal 
body; as to the rational ſoul, they ſaid and 
1 e that it came from and was to return 

e ſupreme DEITY, and ſtand account- 
able for the things done, during its confine- 
ment, or pilgrimage in its groſs- body. 

Upon the whole; mere animals are vaſtly 
inferior to man, as they have not any notion, 


OT 
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or rather, as they are naturally incapable of 
having any notion of the DIVINE WILL, 
the nature and perfections of the FIRST 
CAUSE, of MORAL good and evil, and 
of a future Judgment, &e. 
Let us therefore, in the name of GOD, 
take good care, that the LIGHT, which is 
in US, become not, thro' our own defaults, 
darkneſs. 

For he, who maketh no difference be- 
tween THE SPIRIT of a man; which of 
itſelf goeth thus upward, at the point of 
death, to THE FATHER of ſpi pirits, and 
the Spirit of a beaſt, which then of itſelf 
goeth ſo downward to the earth; 

Such a one, I ſay, may be guilty, in 
the ſight of GOD, of as much preſumption 
and abſurdity, as he is, in the ſight of men, 
who contends, that there is no difference be- 
tween the day and the night. 

For the human rational ſoul and the ſoul 
of a beaſt may be as different, the one from 
the other, as the moſt viſible, or palpable 
darkneſs and the light of the MERIDIAN- 
SUN, 4 


GOD 
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GOD (ten thouſand times brighter, than 
THIS SUN) created man to be immortal 


and made bim to be an image of his own 
ETERNITY. 


P A R T. III. 


T HE 


EXCELLENCY 


OF THE 


Human Rational Soul, 


{HIS SOUL can draw, as 1 may 
ſay, the heavens, as well as the 


earth, into the region of its own 
brain, under its inſpection, and there con- 
ſider all the parts in the world, viſible even 
through teleſcopical glaſſes, ſo contracted 3 
which are all really ſubject to its ſuperior 
ſpeculative operations and ſpiritual remarks. 
Some parts, ſome very conſiderable parts, 
in our eyes, of the material univetſe, viz. 
thoſe, which conſtitute our ſolar ſyſtem, are 
conſtantly moved about and forwarded in 


* reſpective ſtations and courſes, (for wiſe 
end 


N 
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ends and good purpoſes) round THE RA - 
DIANT PRINCE of the lights of heaven, 


reſiding in, or near the centre, and projecting 


from every particular point his bright and be- 


nign beams of Light and Heat equally to all, 

within the ſphere of his glorious activity, af- 
ter ſuch a very regular, naturally unaccounta- 
ble and yet periodical manner, that they 


themſelves really point out the infinity of the 


MOVER's wiſdom and goodneſs, ſpeak, as I 


may ſay, and even ſing, in their celeſtial cour- 
ſes, - of his immenſe uniform divine powers 


8211. 19 


The W el SUN from day to * 
Does his CREATOR 's power diſplay; 
oon as the evening ſhades prevail 

The MOON takes up the wondrous Tale; 
_ '— Whilſt all the ſtars, that round her burn, 
And all the planets, in their Turn, 
Confirm the tidings, as they roll 


And ſpread the truth from pole to Sake 
What? tho* no real voice, nor ſound 


Amidſt theſe radiant orbs be found; 

In reaſon's year they all rejoice 

And utter forth a glorious voice, 

For ever ſinging, as they ſhine, 
—The HAND, chat made us, is DIVIN E. 
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was 0 


- 


9 ] 


O LORD! how great are thy works! 
thy thoughts are very deep! they ſhew the 
ſupreme brightneſs and glorious Majeſty of 
thine everlaſting Kingdom to men. 

For hence, we have that agreeable and 
uſeful VARIETY of times and ſeaſons, days 
and years, which all ariſe from the regular 
periodical revolution of theſe heavenly bodies. 

Plain it is, that they all proceed uniformly, 

according to certain general laws, which, in 
the beginning, muſt be eſtabliſhed and 
continued ever ſince, conſtantly. in them for 
theſe great and good purpoſes by the great 
AUTHOR and MASTER of Nature, in 
whoſe hands are what we call Fate and 
Chance. 
We ſee this our earth and the heavens go- 
ing, as they have gone for ſeveral thouſands 
of years, (according to the moſt ancient and 
authentic hiſtory) their ſeveral courſes after 
the ſame manner and affording us day and 
night, heat and cold, ſeed-time and harveſt, 
ſo giving us richly, through our own labor 
and honeſt n al things, every year, 
to injoy. 

We ſee bread- corn, fruit- trees, FM 
3 &c. how they ariſe by the benign 

H influences 
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influences of the heavens from their ſeveral 
ſeeds, or roots and array themſelves, as I may 
fay, annually, firſt with their peculiar proper 
blades, curious leaves and beautiful liveries, 
and at length yield, (----when man behaves 
well to his MAKER, the MASTER of uni- 
verſal nature) at their ſeveral ſeaſons, their 
proper genuine fruits for his uſe, entertain- 
ment and comfort. 
So it is, if we riſe higher in the ſcale, for 
we find all forts of fiſh, beaſts, birds, &c. 
moſt curiouſly formed and fruitful in their 
reſpective ſeaſons and elements after their 
kind and made ſubſervient, profitable and in- 
nocently amuſing to the ſons of men. 

* How manifold are thy works ! in wiſ⸗ 
* dom haſt thou made them all! the earth is 
« fall of thy riches, the riches of THY 
« GOODNESS to us! 

MAN has all things here, put moſt boan- 
fully 1 in ſubjection under his feet; he is by 
fir the moſt noble creature viſible ;----when 
he lives, like himſelf, up to the DIGNITY 
of his ſaperior nature, he is in reality w wor- 
thy of ne FAVOR. 


5 | Fino EEAYTON, 


This 


I 
This had been the moſt excellent advice; 
if the Author had inſtructed us, how we 
might attain this ſelf-knowledge; for this ad- 
vice points (not at the human body, or any 
df its parts) to the ſuperior nature, the true 
abilities, the genuine genius and divine capa- 
cities of the human rational ſoul ; which ori- 
ginally was formed in THE LIKENESS, 
and ſtill harmonizes with the mind and will, 
of GOD. 
But this ſoul cannot be repreſented to us 
by our imagination under any corporeal 


image; we cannot therefore know it by ide- 


as; yet notwithſtanding the knowledge, we 
have actually of ourſelves by inward ſenſation 
and reflexion, is very clear, lively and active. 
THE SPIRIT of man in itſelf is inviſible, 
now, for wile reaſons and good purpoſes, 
no doubt; we cannot therefore n any, 
the leaſt direct idea of it. 
But as the inviſible things of thi great 
CREATOR and PRESERVER are clearly 
ſeen by us in his viſible creatures, ſo we 
may form a very ſatisfactory notion of our 
Rational Souls from the noble natural capa= 
cities, faculties and operations; ; which we, 
upon the ſtricteſts crutiny, find in them. 
1 For 


BE 


For if we retire and examine with a free 

ſpirit our ownſelves ; we ſhall find that the 
Examiner muſt be ſomething in reality very 
different from and far ſuperior, in its very na- 
ture, to the material animal body. This is 
ſelf evident. 
For the rational ſoul, as was obſerved 
above, not only moves, guides and governs 
this body, its organs, members, appetites, 
paſſions, inſtincts, juſt as it pleaſes, but upon 
occaſion it denies, ſubdues, regulates and 
purifies them, in the ſame manner. 

Beſides the rational ſoul ſometimes cutteth 
theſe members off, burneth, or plucketh them 
out, ----voluntarily, and that without ſuffer- 
ing any loſs, or diminution at all in its own 
| E nature, or noble rational facultics. 

Moreover, all theſe things the rational foul 
will do, not only to fave, to prolong the life 
of the mortifying Parental-body, (which! in 
compariſon it maketh none account of 4 but 
for moral, or religious reaſons. _ 
That it may provide in a better man- 
ner for thoſe of its own houſe; or prepare 
ſelf better for a future Rate, or judgment, or 
Wan 1 5 265 do ſome very ſignal ſervice 

to 
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to true Religion and virtue in the day of trial, 
or adverſity. 

Bruch were the noble ENGLISH PRE- 

LATES, thoſe ſhining Lights in Queen 

Mary's reign, who kept THE FAITH, as 
it is IN JESUS, maintained the Truth and 
finiſhed their courſe gloriouſly. 

Theſe are ſuch truths and facts, as no 
man, who knoweth any thing of hiſtory, 
or human nature, can either deny, or attri- 
bute to any ſpirituous parts, or ſyſtem of 
mere matter. | 
I 0o0o conſider and fee, as it were, the Na- 
ture and Attributes of GOD in his Works 
of Creation, Providence, or in our .Re- 
demption, to reaſon and diſcourſe with our- 
ſelves about our duty and obligations, as we 
certainly can, to ſo great and glorious a BE- 
NEFACTOR. © 
Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, are very ſpiritual 
and truly ſublime meditations. 

As to brute-animals, we may ſafely aſſert 
boldly (whether their ſouls, if any they have, 
be material or immaterial, cogitative or incogi- 
tative) that they are quite incapable of ſeeing 
the infinite nature, power and moral perfec- 
a of THE DEITY in his viſible works, 
H 3 which 


85 for ever. 
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which they cannot contemplate, love and 
imitate, as we can. 

Some brutes, as was noticed before, have 

more remarkable organs and inſtincts, than 
others, and ſeem not only to hear, to ſee, 
to diſtinguiſh and chooſe things, which are 
before them; but alſo to remember things 
paſt and to provide for, or againſt things to 
come. 

But take notice; for plain 3 it is, that theſe 
curious organs, theſe larger inſtincts, theſe 
remarkable powers and proviſions reſpect only 
the preſervation of the animal-life, the con- 
tinuance of the ſpecies, or the natural things 
of this preſent world. | + 8 
Hence we may aſſure ourſelves, that 
| whatſoever theſe boaſted INSTINCTS may 

have in them, that looketh like thought, 
foreſight, memory, or recollection, they have 
nothing at all in them, that looketh like 
TRUE RELIGION, or VIRTUE, of 
which FAITH in GOD is the Foundation. 
If any Materialiſt is of opinion, that 
brute-animals of any fort, or ſize are capable 
of moral virtue, or this belief ; let him; who 


is thus opinionated, ſhew it, and I am ſilent 


' 


In 
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In fair truth, this faith and virtue are the 
prime properties, the peculiar characterſtic, 
the royal prerogative and diſtinction of man. 
Hence HE was formed not prone, or de- 
ditus ventri, but erect in body, ſpeculative, 
very intelligent and free --- that he might 
look up with eaſe and pleaſure, that he might 
conſider ſoundly the heavens; where the 
great Glory and over- abundant Goodneſs of 

GOD are clearly ſeen by ſuch an one. 
Who can reflect upon that vaſt great Light, 
THE SUN, not only as he riſes ſo regular- 
ly, giving light, heat, life, &c. to all things 
here, ----bur as he cauſes the vapors and ex- 
halations to aſcend, chiefly from the great 
and wide ſea, (which, whatever we may 
fancy, is moſt uſeful on this account) as well 
as from the ends of the earth, up on high, 
there to veer about and ride IN A FINE 
VARIETY of clouds, or ſky, upon the 
wings of the wind, till they come over and 
cover the earth, juſt as HE pleaſes, ** WHO 

e bringeth the wind out of his treaſures.” 
Thus and then,----when theſe vapors and 
exhalations are cleared from their ſalts, pure 
and freſh after this fine philoſophical divine 
H 4 manner 


N 
manner, then and not till then, behold, HE, 
* WHO covereth himſelf with the moſt glori- 
* ous light, as with a garment; HE, WHO 
« ſtretcheth out the heavens, like a curtain; 
« HE, WHO maketh the clouds his chariot | 
% and walketh upon the wings of the wind; 
HE condenſes them with his finger, and 
ſo cauſes them to deſcend, juſt where HE 
pleaſes, - gradually, as from a water- 
ing-pot, in ſoft drops, periodical rains, re- 
freſhing ſhowers, gentle dews and fruitful 
ſeaſons, fo filling our unthinking heads and 
ungrateful hearts, with food and gladneſs. 

Pray, ſtay here, conſider. 
How divine is the power, how amiable is 


the wiſdom, how great is the goodneſs and 
how great is the beauty of HIS FROVI- 
DENCE ! 

Well does the Pſalmiſt break out in a fit of 
fervent devotion- O praiſe God in the 
% firmament of his power, praiſe him for 
&« his deep divine thoughts and noble acts! 
« I will praiſe THEE,------ THOU, that 
& makeſt the out-goings of the morning and 
„evening to praiſe thee ; thus THOU vi- 
4 ſiteſt the earth and bleſſeſt it; THOU 


„ makeſt it very plenteous; the river of 
46 God, 
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God, (the clouds of heaven) are full of 
% water, THOU prepareſt their corn; for 
* ſo THOU provideſt for the inhabitants of 
the earth. 

. + THOU watereſt her furrows; THOU 
*« ſ{endeſt rain into the little valleys thereof; 
« THOU maketh it ſoft with the drops of 
« rain and bleſſeſt thein creaſe of it; THOU 
* CROWNEST the year with thy good- 
e neſs, and thy clouds drop fatneſs.“ 

Hallowed therefore be THY GREAT 
and GLORIOUS NAME, but chief- 
ly let us US bleſs THEE for creating US 
after thine own image, with ſuch ſuperior 
light and knowledge jin our ſouls, that we 
might ſee and ſet forth thy glory. 

For this ſuperior ſpeculative god-like SPI- 
RIT appears only in man. 

MAN has likewiſe another peculiar and 
very ſacred power, or principle, as was ob- 
ſerved above, implanted in this his ſuperior 
SPIRIT -a power of judging before and 
reflecting after actions are done; whether 
they are done with a good, or evil view; 
whether the doer followed his worldly, his 

baſe appetites and groſs paſſions, like brute- 


beaſts, which have none underſtanding, no 
| moral 


| FI? 3 

moral judgment, no general golden rule ; or 
reſolved, like himſelf, rightly and bravely 
againſt them, by attending diligently to the 
direction and authority of ſuperior guides. 

So faithful is this DIVINE MONITOR, 
(for it is planted in our rational foul by 
GOD) that it does and will expoſtulate with 
us, as in HIS ſtead, when we act, or even 


propole to a& with a bad deſign, 


Such a Judge, ſuch a Counſellor and Re- 
preſentative has man always near, very near, 


even in his own breaſt ; which will never 


fail to treat him, as he treateth it. 

Seriouſly, ſuch a SUPERIOR Creature is 
MAN, that he cannot but have ſome view 
of a MORAL Tendency in every thing, he 
does, this is the peculiar nature of human 


actions and what makes US in reality ac- 


countable for every thing we do, or ſay. 
When man follows his nature and inclina- 
tions in the worſt ſenſe; when he becomes 


brute with reaſon, ----yet ſtill, even then he 


acts with a conſciouſneſs, which brutes have 
not, that his conduct is baſe, beneath himſelf 


and far worſe than brutal. 


THE RATIONAL SOUL, even in 
fuch a ſtate of ignominious bondoge, cannot 
but 
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but aſſert its native right to rule over and di- 
rect the animal-body and will condemn even 
itſelf in the things ; which it alloweth. 

Does not even this ſhew plainly the 
inherent excellency of this ſou], tho* moſt 
hideouſly immerſt in the very dregs of the 
FALL? | 

Such a prepoſterous inverted condition, in 
which our ſovereign faculties are made ſub- 
ſervient to, our corrupt proud appetites and 
violent rude paſſions, is the moſt deſpicable 
depravation of human nature, moſt. highly 
bombe in itſelf and fatal in its conſe» 
quences. 

Such, as have abuſed and trampled upon 
their divine liberty and powers to ſuch a great 
and hideous degree, as to invert and imploy 
their rational faculties againſt their very 
MAKER, and all that is ſerious, amiable and 
valuable in human life; ſuch, I fay, cannot 
but be moſt ſeverely accuſed by their own 
conſciences and muſt expect to be treated 
with the ſtricteſt juſtice and rigor by HIM, 
----WHO bought, as well as made them, 
that fupreme JUDGE; who is all knowing, 
as well as almighty to ini condign puniſh- 
ment. 


Beſides 
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Beſides theſe men, if we may call ſuch, 
men, are the very worſt members of civil ſo- 
ciety and Government; becauſe their prin- 
ciples and ſecret practices are deſtructive of 
every thing, that is truly great, or good, in 
human affairs. 

Such diſmal Free-thinkers, in their ſecret 
free converſation on religious ſubjects, raiſe | 
none, but gloomy LUCUBRIOUS ideas! in 
our minds. | 

Let ſuch therefore be driven from men, 
or avoided, till their hairs are grown, like 
eagles feathers, and their nails like birds claws, 
or RATHER, till their REASON returns; 
till they come to ther..elves and ſee and feel, 
that man was made in the ſimilitude of GOD, 
not to challenge Him, not to walk in pride, 
not to make an idol of his poor parental-bo- 
dy, but to keep it pure, to do juſtly, to love 
mercy, to walk in humility, faith and chari- 
ty, to keep his conſcience void of offence 
toward GOD and toward man. 

But now ; 

Nothing, none Amen ſhew THE 
DIVINE ſuperiority, the real original Righ- 
teouſneſs and Excellency of the ah rati- 
onal ſoul in ſo clear, ſo convincing, ſo ſatis- 


factor y 
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factory a light, as thoſe of a MORAL, or 
virtuous nature and tendency. 
TRUE RELIGION and VIRTUE in 
the reſult, are one and the ſame, in the ſame 
intereſt; for they always fall in and conſpire 


with each other, by the ſame methods, to re- 
ſtore and refine the human RATION AL 
ſoul. 

This ſoul, when well-watched and duly 
cultivated by parents,----a duty highly, very 
highly incumbent on them ; who ſhould keep 
their children clear and free, as far as now 
may be, from falle notions, irregular rude 
paſſions and bad examples. 

---- For this ſuperior ſoul, I ſay, has ſtill, 
even now, not only a natural capacity for, 
but a latent internal invincible love of truth 
and pure virtue. | 

---- VIRTUE ſeems to me to be founded 
firſt of all in the pure true love of our own 
ſelves and our fellow-creature; whom, as he 
is, in all points, like, we are to live with and 
love, even as we do vurlelves; right reaſon, 
truth, the nature of things will have it ſo. 
Pray, ſtay here, conſider. | 

---- THIS LOVE muſt be the ſureſt 


foundation of health, lon lite, &c. THIS 
LOVE 


[ 8 } 
LOVE muſt be the ſafeſt and beſt cement of 
private Friendſhip, civil Society and Govern- 
ment; which are the greateſt and beſt bleſſ- 
ings, we can enjoy in this world. THIS 
LOVE is the ſole true d for the fe- 
leit of the next. 

HOPE, FAITH are, in compariſon, 
ſhort-lived, temporary virtues; LOVE reign- 
eth for ever in heaven; LOVE is the beauty 
of Angels there, and the very eſſence and 
glory of GOD, for GOD is LOVE. 

Certain it is, that we are capable of know- 
ing, loving and doing our duty to ourſelves 
and our fellow-creature, before we are capa- 
ble of knowing, loving and doing our duty 
to God. 

THE DIVINE BEING, as HE is THE 
p URE SPIRIT, abſolutely inviſible; 
WHICH no mortal man has ſeen, or oath 
fee, we muſt pray to after an abſtracted and 
metaphyſical manner, I * With HOPE 
and FAITH. 

No theſe require, in my humble appre- 
henſion, fome good degree of knowledge, 
ſome conſiderable improvement and applicati- 
on of Gur intellectual and moral faculties. 

| Sure 


— 
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ure then ſuch HOPE and FAITH be- 
longeth not to little children, but to them, 
who are grown ſomewhat up; who have had 
their ſenſes exerciſed in the contemplation of 
GOD thro? his viſible works; wherein even 
fuch may ſee HIM, as in a glaſs. 

For theſe works lead ſuch directly into a 
neceſſity of owning, that there muſt be ſuch 
a BEING at the Top, or Head of them. 

But now, we find little children very ca- 
pable of true, or ſincere love, humility, juſ- 
tice and goodneſs, both as to themſelves and 
their fellow - creature. 

This fuperior natural capacity, or latent 
ſpark of reaſon, theſe falr firſt ſeeds, or vir- 
tuous principles are, in reality, THE LIGHT 
within us, which when it is kept clean and 
clear and made active by parents, (whoſe of- 
fice this is) will in good time be ſufficient to 
| ſee, to ſpeak, and act for itſelf. 
; Yet now, in the beginning, if great care 
is not taken; if the native foil is not very 
well watched and the ground conſtantly 
weeded, rightly tilled, ſowed and guarded z 
the Tares, 1. e. falſe lights, perverſe fancies, 
irregular rude paſſions * will ſoon creep into- 


and ſpring up a- pace in gur ; preſent 1. 
Ex 
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PERATUR E and choke the little good ſeed, 
the twinkling true light from on high. 

. Conſider, I humbly beſeech you, in the 

name of HUMAN NATURE, you, who 
have children, one Inch of the good mo- 
ther is better, far better, than an Ell of the 
book, or the rod. 
For there are now, tho' we be fallen, 
far fallen from ORIGINAL Righteouſneſs, 
ſuch precious virtuous ſeeds, ſuch little rays 
of light and truth born ſtill with us; theſe 
are the things, which in human nature riſe 
now with a little parental care, judicious diſ- 
cipline and inſtruction, into rational and at 
laſt into religious principles, ſo they conſtitute 
the LIGHT), che General- golden- rule with« 
in us. 


For 
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. * Nunc parvules nobis dedit igniculos, quo: celeriter 
malis moribus, .opiniabuſq; depravati hh ic reflinguimus, ut 
muſpuam NATURA lumen appareat; ſunt enim in- 
geniis noſtris ſemina innata virtutum ; que ft adoles cere 
 Geeret, IPS A nos ad beatam vitam NATURA per- 
duceret nunc autem, ſimul atque editi in lucem & ſuſcepti 
mus in omni continud pravitate & in ſumma opinionum 

| perver ſitate verſamur, ut pene cum latte nutricis errorem 


furiſſe videamur, Cicero Diſp. Tuſc. edit. dav. Cant. 
kb. 3 pref, | 
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For NATURE ITSELF, joined to the 
help and light, we now have, will ſoon lead 
man in the way, he ſhould go, and make his 
ke at laſt truly peaccable, pleaſant and happy. 
But the fault, or-great misfortune is, that 
children are no ſooner born, than they fall, 
or are delivered into unſkilful, foreign, care- 
leſs hands; ſo that the 'FARES ſpring up ab 
initio ſpeodily among the wheat; thus, I pre- 
ſume, it comes to paſs; that ſuch children 
ſeldom, or ever make any conſiderable im- 
provements, either in ſound learning, or true 
Religion and Virtue, 
Children in this part of the world, 
conſidering the manner of their education and 
the examples, they generally meet with, 
ſeem to get too oon into their own hands. 
But parents ſhould refle& foundly upon 
and confider the primitive good feeds, thoſe 
little native grains of intelle& and good ſenſe, 
as the very life, honor and gory of their 
children; for they, in reality, are ſown, or 
implanted 1 in their rational fouls by God and 
the remains of the Divine Light; or Simili- 
tude. Pray, read and inwardly- « digeſt the 
Parable of the SOWER ; a 
1 Thee 
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Therein you ſee plainly in a familiar and 
beautiful ſimilitude, that all depends originally 
on the nature of the ground, - i. e. the na- 
tural capacity, the different diſpoſitions and 
qualifications of children. 

Some are born, it muſt be owned, with 
more genius, better parts and capacities, than 
others; this is conſtitution and the gift of God; 
happy are ſuch, when they make a right 
uſe of their ſuperior endowments: yet {till 
notwithſtanding all depends generally on the 
good inſtructions, lives, examples of parents: 
becauſe children, in the beginning, live moſtly 
by imitation ; their private and publick vir- 
tues ſpring originally from the lectures, lives 
and examples of their parents, who ſhould 
never fail; when they go out; when they 
walk by way; when they come in; when 
they lie down and when they riſe up; to 
ſhew them the good way. 

Conſider, parents are naturally under the 
higheſt obligations, are not children bone of 
their bone, and'fleſh of their fleſh? do not the 
honor of their own houſes, the good of ſociety 
and the glory of their NATIVE COUN- 


TRY, pen on. this one Thing? | 
I Conſider 
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Conſider again; well begun, half done; 
train up your children in the way, they 
ſhould go, and when they grow up, they 
will not depart from it. Becauſe to ſuch it 
will ſhine more and more. So they will be 
ficly diſpoſed and diſtinguiſh themſelves carly 
in a right manner upon good principles. 

To obey the LAW, which THE AU- 
THOR of our ſuperior nature has in effect 
written in our minds, .is truly natural and a- 
greeavle j---=--= to believe, to follow THE 
LAW, which HE has given, or reveled to 
us, by making it, ſo far as we can, to reſult 
from the right uſe of our own natural Facul- 
ties is NOW to us our NATURAL pon 
On. 

- GOD ſtill gives us ; THE GROUND and 
the GOOD ſeed, which it is incumbent on- 
parents to keep clean and clear, to watch, 
to till timely, and cultivate judicioufty, that 
the good ſeed ſown, or received into it, may 
take root downward and bring forth fruit up- 


ward, ſome thirty, Tome ſixty, 66 ſome an 
bandrod fold. 


 Quicquid-- recipitur, recipitur ſecundum 


recipientem, 
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God, as appeats from all his viſible' works 
is ſtill, in the moſt univerſal manner, BE- 
ae, eſpecially to MAN. 
We are ſtill capable, thro* the aſſi ſtance, 
which he has actually given us, of great and 
even glorious Attainments. 


Allo egg unix He, AND 
Mad viros map ef. | 
 -PARENTS, EDUCATE YOUR 
CHILDREN. 
We may fairly infer upon the full contem- 
plation of GODls viſible. works, that the firſt 
Divine property,, that even the DIVINE 
NATURE itſelf conſiſteth in the moſt uni- 
verſal, over + abundant, impartial benign 
LIGHT" and LOVE to man, his youngeſt 
prodigal Son; for we are really EMS offs 
ſpring. 

THE PRINCE of the Lights of heaven 
is a Glorious demonſtration of the DIVENE 
GOODNESS. This witt bear repeting. 
THE DEVINE BEING, when we ſe 
HIM ri ghtly in his viſible works above and 
below, we cannot but love far better, than 
we do ourſeſves,* our preſent life, moſt in- 


tenſely, with all gur hearts, 
For 
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For our RATIONAL Soul, when its 
ſenſes, its faculties have been properly exer- 
ciſed, in conſidering the heavens and the 
earth and its own inherent powers and do- 
minion; 

When it is rightly purified, penetrating, 
thoroughly improved and arrived to a com- 
petent degree of perfection, will, by no 

means, ſuffer any thing whatever, to come 
into competition with its love, or duty to 
THE FATHER of light and life. 
Becauſe GOD has given us all and ſtill ĩs 
infinitely able and willing (as appears in the 
faireſt and ſtrongeſt light from the ſtupendous 
manner of our REDEMPTION to do 
more for us, even more than we can aſk, or 
conceive; when we expoſe and loſe our lives 
for HIS SAKE; who gave his life a RAN- 
SOM for many. 

HE can raiſe us agen with the greateſt ad- 
vantages even from the dead to a future ſu- 
perior ſpiritual everlaſting happy life. 

But what eannot our great and good 
CREATOR do for ſuch? HE can not on- 
ly raiſe them in this manner, but alſo tranſlate 

them, ſo raiſed,- from this obſcure ſublunary 
earth, his foot-ſtool, in a moment, into his 
I 3 hea- 
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heavenly Kingdom and give them thrones, 
truly great good offices, in his MAJES- 
TATIC PRESENCE : where the light of 
the meridian-ſun is, as a ſhadow! 
« But theſe are not the firſt principles e- 
ven of the ORACLES of GOD ; ſuch 
. ©. ſtrong meat belongeth to them, that are of 
full age; thoſe, who, by reaſon of ule, 
have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both 
„ good and evil. (Heb. 5. 14.) 
Sure children require and have need of 
milk firſt ; ſuch is the true love of ourlelves 
and our fellow - creature; - theſe are the moſt 
natural, eaſic, obvious and. viſible duties ; 
theſe ſerve to prepare, to civilize and poliſh 
human nature; theſe prevent our being cruel, 
--unjaſt, and even unfair to the worſt of men. 
We may be diſpleaſed with, do ourſelves 
juſtice, but we muſt not hurt ſuch ; we muſt” 
leave them in the hands of GOD and his 
laws; vengeance is HIS; who made even 
ſuch in his own image and knows beſt him- 
des how: to treat them; man is man, * who- 
18 ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall his 
blood be ſhed; for in the i image of God 


he: 7 * made HE man; Let W ceaſe. 
5 "2 9 Be 
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« Be ye angry and fin not, let not the 
«© SUN, that glorious exemplary good light, 
go down upon your. wrath. 
| Keep yourſelves pure, be ſober, be vigi- 
lant : we ſeldom ſee things in a right, or true 
; light : remember the caſe of Alexander and 
poor Clytus ; let us be cautious, how we 
drink: how we ſuſpect, deſpiſe, ſet at 
nought, and much more, how we judge, 
cenſure, and above all, how we revenge 
ourſelves upon our r fellow-creature, by deed, 
or word. 


| | Let us leave him to his own MASTER; 
for we ſhall all e're long ſtand before the 
TRUE JUDGMENT=-SEAT and receive 
juſtly according to the things done and faid 
in our bodies. 

But ſure THIS JUDGE of all the earth 
has himſelf given us the FAIREST Example; 
HE ſought not, in the days of unjuſt and 
cruel treatment, his own temporary ſatisfac- 
tion, or gratification, but the glory of his 
Father; © HE came not to deſtroy men's 
4 lives, but to ſave them.“ 

When HE was affronted, reviled, HE 


reviled not agen; when HE ſuffered, HE 
threatened 
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threatened not; but committed his cauſe to 

HIM; who judgeth righteouſly. 
Such rightebus, humane, reſigned behavi- 
bur prepares, eleanſes and ſanctifies our mix- 
But when we, upon good principles, pro- 
cced Patiently, "decently and bravely in this 
Felf-denying And hamble path ; it Thines then 
more and more; To that we may perceive, 
we really are travelluig towards a ſuperior bet- 
ter, Gur truly NATIVE "COUNTRY; 
where our TRUE FATHER, THE GOD 
* of the fpirkts Gf all flelh, refides in his glo- 


For GOD 4 Hot oily juſt, but GOOD- 
NESS ider; HE never fülle, for his SON's 
fake, to give his holy ſpirit, yet in the 56ſt 
Yeeret, tho? ſatisfactor Kane, to thoſe, Who 
ve, Honor and imitate him. © 
Sth ſpirkual affffarice will inlarge our 
Heafrs, refitie, ſtrengtiten our hopes and give 
ts, what I may properly ſtyle TRUE 
rſwaſions and ideas of THE DIVINE 
LOVE and our duty to our fellow- creature. 
THESE RICHES will never leave, nor 
be taken from us; THESE will ſupport and 
protect 
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protect us at home and abroad, in the city 
and in the country. 

THESE RICHES, when the arrow flicth 

by 'day, and the peſtilence walketh in 
darkneſs, will fave, give us ſpirits and male 
our face to ſhine. 
Tea, though I walk through the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no 
« evil, for THOU art with me, thy todd 
© ad thy ſtaff they comfort me: 

« If any man, ſays OUR SUPREME 
« DIVINE LAWOIVER, love me, he 
« will keep my words, and MY FATHER 
«will we him, and WE will come unto 
ce him and make OUR ABODE with him; 
viz. to inlighten his underſtanding, to recłi- 
fy his will, to refine his affeRtions, to reſtore 
him to his firſt eſtate, to remake him upigtr, 
even in the Image of "GOD ; 

THIS, THIS is the great deſign of 
Chriſtianity. | | 
Hence it is, that OUR SUPREME DI- 

VINE LAWCGIVER recommends children, 
little children to the care of ſpfiritual, as well 
as natural parents; HE knew their ratural 
capacities, as well as cheir infirmities, and 
Ton”. his very Apeſtles, the firft of them, 
plainly, 
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plainly, very plainly; that thoſe children, 
which they rejected and turned away, had 
diſpoſitions and qualifications ; which they 
; themſelves greatly wanted, viz. humility, 
- lincerity, mutual love, indifference, as to 
things of this world and an amiable ſimplicity 
and innocency of manners. 
„ Bleſſed, lays HE, are the poor in ſpi- 
+4 rit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
«© Bleſfed are they, — mourn; for they 
„„ ſhall be comforted. 
Hgleſſed are the meek; for they ſhall in- 
5 herit the earth. 
„ Hleſſed are they, who do hunger and 
&« thirſt after Righteouſneſs ; for they ſhall 
- *© be filled. | 
« Bleſſed are the merciful; for they ſhall 
obtain mercy. _ 
«© Blefled are the pure in 408 for they 
„ ſhall ſee God. | 
«« Blefled are the peace- makers; for they 
„ ſhall be called the children of God. | 
* Blefled are they, who are perſecuted 
“for righteouſneſs ſake; for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
66 Bleſſed are you, when men ſhall revile 


« you and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all 


manner 
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manner of evil agauuſt you FALSELY for 
& MY fake, rejoice and be exceeding glad; 
< for great is your reward in heaven. 

I am bold to inſert theſe truly humane and 
yet divine BEATTT UDES, with this view, 
viz. to ſhew my readers in the faireſt and 
ſtrongeſt manner, how they may recover that 
ORIGINAL RIGHTEOUSNESS, from 
which we are fallen. 

Herein we ſee, that our SUPREME DI- 
VINE LAWGIVER, who knew what was 
in man, requires theſe moral duties previoully, 
firſt of all at our hands ;----as the beſt prepara- 
tive, as the ſureſt Foundation, as the faireſt 
"Teſtimony, and the moſt agreeable Proof, 
even of our Faith in, Love and Duty to, 
HIM. 

Take notice, -GO D is a PURE SPE 
RIT, a mind, quite free from all mixture of 
matter; whoſe voice, whoſe ſhape can nci- 
ther be ſeen nor heard; we cannot there- 
fore converſe with GOD, as with man ; we 
cannot by our goodneſs be profitable to 
HIM, as we may to our fellow-creature. 

For GOD has pure life, all perfection ab- 
folutely in HIMSELF ; HE therefore is nei- 
ther the object of our ſenſes, nor our chari- 


ty; 
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ty; we therefore muſt teſtify and ſhew our 
Faith in/and-Love of GOD by our humili- 
ty, humanity, or charity to our fellow-crea- 
ture; let his ' outward condition be, what i it 
will. 

For if we love not them, whoſe perſons 
and wants ſtrike our ſenſes ; becauſe they are 
made like ourſelves, equally in the image of 

God and ſtand in need of our help; we can- 
not with any ſhew of reaſon: pretend to love 
:GOD ;- who can affect our minds none other 
way, but by metaphyſical reflexions and ſub- 

me meditations. 

But theſe require ſuch long laborious ſtu- 
dy, application and abſtraction of mind; as 
few, very few, in compariſon, can, if they 
were willing, allow themſelves in, or are fit 
for. 

Whereas the wants and miſeries of our 
fellow- creatures, if we have any humanity, 
ſtrike our very ſenſes daily and hourly and 
move us by immediate ſtrong impreſſions. 

So that if we do not peridrnd this eaſy, 
this obvious, this natural and viſible part of 
our duty; which the very reaſon of the thing, 
as well as the expreſs and peculiar favourite 
command of OUR LORD requires; we can 
hardly 
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hardly be ſuppoſed to diſcharge the far more 
difficult, the metaphyſical part. 

Sure then the one muſt ba allowed to be a 
proper teſt of the other, according to the be- 
loved Apoſtle, who (becauſe of his humanity 
and- great tenderneſs) lay- in the very. boſom 
of OUR SUPREME DIVINE * 
VER. 

« If any man Gay, I be God and ey 
« eth his brother, he is a liar ; for he, that 
< loveth not his brother, whom he has ſeen; 
« how can he love God, whom he bas not 
* ſeen?” and this commandment have we 
from HIM, “ that he who byeth GOD 
* love his brother alſo.” 1, John, 4, 20, 
21. 2 
In fair truth; we muſt know and love after 
a right manner the ſuperior part of ourſelves 
and mankind, in order to draw down the 
DIVINE light and love. 

This ſuperior light and love never fall, ag 
we grow more and more eapable by loving 
purſelves and our Fellow-chriftians rightly, 
than to deſcend, to illuſtrate, to corroborate 
proportionably, the moral principles and me- 
taphyſical ideas of al fuch, 

. ©. He 
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He that has my commandments and 
70 ere them; he it is, that loveth me, 
v and he, that (6) loveth me, ſhall be loved 
« of my Father, and I will love him, and 
« will manifeſt myſelf unto him; for to him, 
& that has ſhall * given ang he ſhall have 
& abundance. 

--+---Thus ſuch Chriſtians recover now. 
gradually under the holy Spirit of God (who 
ſearches and ſanctifies our whole ſpirit and 
ſoul and body) the real ORIGINAL Righte- 
ouſneſs, or DIVINE Excellency af che hu- 
man rational Soul. 

oY ſuch grow agen, are harm: and SY 

the merit of our NOW all-glorious 
MEDIATOR into the ſimilitude of GOD 
by obſerving THE ROYAL LAW 
in their own mind, 

GOD made, man upright, ; without any 
TARES in his conſtitution ; - theſe were and 
are ſown in us by THE TEMPTER. We 
cannot avoid thinking, becauſe Right Reaſon 
will have it fo, as well as me WORD OE 
GAD.. --, -; 

GOD made man, not likes CAIN; ks 
was of that wicked one, and flew his good 
Brother, 


GOD 


[ 97 ] 


GOD made man, not like SETH ; whom 
ADAM: begot (not in the LIKENESS OF 
GOD, which he by the groſs abuſe of his 
liberty and Powers had loſt) in his own like- 
nels, after his depraved image. Gen. 5, 3. 

This depraved parental earthly image is 
derived down and runs, more or leſs, in the 
inferior animal part of all the deſcendents from 
our firſt parents“ that, which is born of 
the fleſh, is fleſh,” the effect can be but 
anſwerable to the Cauſe. 

This parental earthly image, in proceſs 
of time grew and prevailed to ſuch an high 
and hideous degree, even in the poſterity of 
SETH, (“ when they, like the firſt of hu- 
man race, walked by fight, followed their 
ſenſes and vain imaginations, in oppoſition to 
the Royal Law in their minds) that the 
MAKER of mankind even repented, that 
he had made man, and reſolved to deſtroy the 
work of his own hands, and to raile up a 
new race from righteous NOAH, 

For NOAH, notwithſtanding the wicked- 
neſs of the old world, ſtood up alone in the 
defence of the ſuperiority of human * | 

e 


— 


* * 


— 


* Gen, vi. 2 57 65 To 8, 
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He-walked, not by fight, but with GODB; 
for he not only believed God, and built the 
Ark, but he obſerved the ROYAL LAW 
in his own mind alſo ; „Noah was a juſt 

& man, he found grace in the eyes of God 
e and walked with him.” 
 ----God made man with wiſdom in his 
mind, with rectitude and goodneſs in his will 
and- affections, 

- Henceit is, that MORAL virtues (which 
have none other ſubje&, but the human ra- 
rional ſoul, its affections and actions 7 
from them) are neceſſarily reſpected by 
{ſuperior minds, as, in reality, MOR. — 
tues. 

Herein ſtands, as I may ſay, the true an- 
elent NOBILITY or DIVINITY of our 
Wuls; for though theſe Virtues be really im- 
material inyifible things, yet we, our RA- 
TIONAL fouls, made kke GOD, ſee and 
love them too ſtill, even now within ourſelves. 

The difference between MORAL good 
| and evil is, in fair truth, quite natural; it 

has an eternal foundation in our tuperior RA- 
TIONAL nature ; which cannat avoid di- 
ſtinguiſhing the actions of men, after this 
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manner, into good and evil, amiable and 
ugly. 

For we ſee, within cis as plain a dif- 
ference between right and wrong, true and 
falſe, as we do outwardly between ſtreight 
and crooked, white and black. 


We are naturally as ſenſible of theſe eſſen⸗ 
tial MORAL differences in human actions, 
as we are of another ſort of beauty and de- 
formity in human Bodies. | 

Virtue and vice may be and really are, as 
I may fay, imperſonated, rendered viſible, 
by ſome men, who ſtudy and take great 
pains to diſtinguiſh and thew themſelves in 
quite different lights. 

Thus we ſee and in our conſciences cannot 
but love and admire MOR AL rectitude, 
goodneſs and beauty in the juſt humane, hum- 
ble conduct and fair characters of ſome: So 
we obſerve and in our conſciences cannot but 
condemn and abhor the habitual obliquity, 
MORAL deformity . and proud cruelty of 
others. 


Acts of humility, humanity and compaſ- 
ſion are the ſweeteſt, the moſt delectable and 
ſatisfactory to our oαn hearts, (whilſt they 
are tender and good) which ſuch acts refine, 


ä ſub- 


ere 


ſublimate, ſanctify and give the moſt ſolid, 
ſecret ſublime pleaſure to ;----- for it is much 
more bleſſed to give, then to receive; tho 
more our real ſubſtantial intereſt is concerned 
in the practice of any duty, the higher obli- 
gations to it HF, in his great goodneſs, is 
pleaſed to lay upon us. 

—-Aſter this manner has our GREAT 
GOD and SAVIOUR mixed our main-duty 
and moſt laſting intereſt together, 

For when we give, fach as we have, pru- 
dently and proportionably for HIS fake to the 
hungry, to the thirſty, to the naked, to the 
firanger, to the ſick, to the priſoner ; we ſo 
lay up in reality treaſures in heaven; we 
ſo lend actually unto THE LORD OUR 
GOD; we make JESUS CHRIST our 
DEBTOR; who will, in his own time, prove 
the very beſt PAY-MASTER. | 

For in the great day, when HE maketh up 
his Jewels ; HE will then, in the moſt remar- 
kable and gracious manner, diſtinguiſh SUCH 
LOVERS of mankind, by placing them near 
himſelf, even at his own right hand, and ſay- 
ing moſt publickly-----COME YE BLES- 
SED of MY FATHER inherit the King- 

dom 


L 
dom, prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world. 8 

For I was an hungred and ye gave me 
meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink; 
I was a ſtranger, and ye took me in; naked 
and ye cloathed me; I was ſick, and 
ye viſited me ; I was in priſon, and ye came 
unto me. 

And when theſe righteous F avourites, full 
of humility, fiirprize, modeſt true good- 
neſs, ſeem amazed and ſay, LORD, whenfaw 
we thee an hungred and fed thee? or thirſty 
and gave thee drink ? when ſaw we thee a 
ſtranger and took thee in? or naked and 
cloathed thee ? or when ſaw we thee ſick, or 
in priſon and came unto thee ? 

Then ſhall the King of the Chriſtian 
Church, ſitting upon the Throne of his Glo- 
ry, by his Great Power, produce thoſe very 
little ones (quantum mutatos ab illis ) be- 
fore Angels and men, whom they, for HIS 
fake, revs and ſaved by their MORAL 
and DIVINE Goodneſs and return this moſt 
gracious anſwer, to THEIR ETERNAL 
HONOR and DISTINCTION, in the 


court of heaven. 
; K 2 125 Verily 
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F* Verily I fay unto you, inaſmuch as ya 
e have done it unto the leaſt of theſe, my bre- 
& thren, ye have done it unto ME. 
Thus by loving HUMANITY, or CHA- 
RITY here, we conſign, like thoſe, who 
trafic into remote foreign countries, a proper 


part of our fortunes into our .] n NATIVE 


COUNTRY ; fo we ſhall reap the everlaſt- 
ing benefit of it, (--->-he, who ſoweth 


bountifully, ſhall reap allo bountifully)-when 
we arrive thither. 

Far our true CITIZENSHIP i is in Hea- 
ven: where, I hope, all my readers names 
arc, or will be written. 

There and then ſhall ſuch receive a Nuri 
ous Kingdom and a beautiful crown, that 
will never fade, from the LORD's hand ; 
who will not Ak ſuch works and labor, 
that proceedeth of love, to the Coe | 
plain, ſimple, ſick and needy part of man- 
kind. . . 
 2=5==Such as theſe, even among the jews, 
ſaw our Lord's mighty works and heard his 
ſuperior authoritative Divine doctrine with 
the moſt agrecable ſurprize and great joy, 
Saying with admiration; 


| -----He 
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2 He teaches, as one having autho- 
tc rity! —— What manner of man is this, 
* that even the WIND and the SEA obey 
* him! When Chriſt cometh; will HE do 
* more miracles, than theſe? THE (great) 
* PROPHET (MOSES ſpoke of) is riſen 
among us; GOD has viſited his people. 

----It is remarkable, that our ſupreme 
DIVINE LAWGTVER was, in all points, 
exactly regular, ſtill obſerving the 3 , in 
his proceedings; fo that the chief-prieſts and 
ſcribes cou'd have no manner of excuſe for 
their unkind treatment and disbelief- 
For, when HE firſt entered upon his 

miniſtry, ** HE fulfilled all rightcoulneſs, do- 
ing every thing decently and in order.“ 
HE ſhewed his DIVINE credentiak to the 
people of the Jews, before HE delivered 
his ſermon on the mount. 

HE gave the greateſt and: moſt Horious 
demonſtrations of his MISSION and AU- 
THORETY, even as THE MESSIAH, 
both to JOHN THE BAPTIST: and the 
people of the Jews, © © in calling down THE 
« HOLY SPIRTF even after a viſible man- 
ner; in healing all manner of ſickneſs and 
e all manner of diſeaſe after the moſt eaſie 

| K.3-. JT 


1 194 } 
and yet extraordinary manner among this 
people. 

80 HIS FAME went (even) through- 
“ out all SYRIA, and they brought unto 
« him all ſick people, that were taken with 
« divers diſeaſes and torments; and thoſe, 
«© which were poſſeſſed with devils; and 
4 thoſe, which were lunatic, and thoſe, that 
* had the palſig; and HE healed them with 
« a word. (Mat. 4. chap.) 

Hence it is, that OUR LORD fays, <* i 
J had not come and ſpoken unto them, 
(according to their prophets) they had not 
& had fin; but now they have no cloak for 
their ſin; if J had not done among them 
ée the works, which none other man did, 
& they had not ſin; but now have they both 
© ſeen and hated both ME and MY FA- 
« THER. 

Here you ſec, that chriſtianity is eſta- 
bliſhed upon the _—_— and the reveled 
power of God. . 
But now; 
-Such were not the keine of the 
heathen moral philoſophers with their follow- 
ers; the beſt of their rales and -precepts 
therefore cou'd ſtand for no more, than SA 


PIENTUM PLACIT 2, wile niaxims, fit 


indeed 


K 
indeed and reaſonable to be believed and kept; 
----but yet without any divine energy, or 
authority to bind, to inforce them on the 
conſciences of men. 

For cheſe philoſophers had no power, ſuf- 
ficient to give their rules, or precepts, the 
force of LAWS by any ſanction, either 
DIVINE, or human. 

They had nothing but their own private 
REASON to ground their dictates upon; 
THIS alone wou'd not do, did; not carry 
weight enough to over-ballance the animal 
paſſions, worldly temptations, and the errors 
of the times. 

Theęſe ſtood confirmed by long indulgence 
and preſcription, were rivetted, as I may 
ay, into them by a general practiee and the 
 Inveterate prejudices of Education. 

Beſides private judgment, or opinion, is 
what every man may claim to himſelf, and 
may advance his own againſt any other man's, 
that ſhou'd take upon dim vs reform, or be- 
come a ſuperior maſter, or public Dictator. 

Moſes was ſenſible, very ſenſible of this, 
as appears from his timerous behaviour and 
liſcourſe with GOD, at SINAI; when he 
eccived and was inſtructed in his commiſſi- 
K 4 on, 
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on, how to behave to the Iſraelites and to 
the Egyptian king. (Exod. 4. ch. 1. &c.) 

------Well and truly then did NICODE- 
MUS, who came to JESUS by night, for 
fear of the Jews, argue, in ſaying, Rabbi, 
we know, that thou art a Teacher come from 
GOD ;----for:no man can do theſe miracles, 
that thou doſt, except GOD be with him, 

But agen;----Ir is much to be conſidered, 
to be weighed and pondered by every fair 
Free- thinker, that our bleſſed LORD's ſuper- 
natural, or great good- works were not like 
thoſe, done by the Jewiſh Legitlator ; they 
were indeed EVIDEN TIAL, as his were; 
—— but they were likewiſe truly and pro- 
perly HUMANE miracles, -moſt expreſ- 
ſiye of the main deſign of his coming; which. 
was to relieve the infirm mortal bodies, and 
to inlighten the -benighted ſouls of FALN 
man. 

His 38 take in his OWN 
NAME, ſhewed him to be TIE CREA- 
'TOR, THE ABSOLUTE MAST ER of 
nature; beſides they were wrought in the 
moſt. caſy, ſenſible, convincing, in a manner 
ſurprizingly agreeable, familiar and obliging, 
and proved very plainly, bow,,infinitely able 
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and willing HE was to raiſe and reſtore hu- 
man nature, however fallen, by his ſuperior 
VIVIFIC dottrine, DIVINE Life and 
Power. 
For at his word, as was obſerved above, 
the blind received their fight, in a ſpiritual, 
as well as a natural ſenſe ; the ſick recover- 
ed; the lame walked; the lepers were clean(- 
ed; the deaf heard; the devils were caſt out; 
THE DEAD were raiſed to lite agen. 
__ -----Now theſe were truly ſignificant, as 
well as glorious HUMANE miracles. 
Hence the chief prieſts and ſcribes, if 
they had been unprejudiced, or fair free- 
thinkers, muſt have learned and concluded, 
that JESUS CHRIST was indeed, accord- 
ing to their own prophets, THE SEED of 
the woman, i. e. the SOVEREIGN 
HEALER of our deceived, fallen, darkened, 
ditemper'd mortal nature; THEIRGREAT- 
KING MESSIAH ; who was, according to 
their Evangelic Prophet, to come at that tune 
and in that very manner, preaching particu- 
larly to the poor, the plain, illiterate and un- 
pre Jude: | 


who, when HE called them, 1 without 
r any 
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any delay, their nets, their employment, 
their livelihood, their deareſt relations and 
followed him. 

HE ſpake, as never man ſpake, his ene- 
mies being judges; his words were truly vi- 
vific, they were SPIRIT, they were LIFE, 
what HE faid, was inſtantly done. HIS 
Voice was THE VOICE of GOD, as well 
as man. | | 

In a word, HE came, that we might 
have LIFE and LIGHT, as it was in the 
Beginning, in the FIRST of human race ; 
WHO, for THE NOBILITY of his ge- 
neration, is not to be compared with any 
other mortal; For HE was formed into a 
bodily image by the immediate hands of 
GOD, with the higheſt plaſtic art; HE had 
A SOUL given him, not thro' any created 
being, God breathing into Him as much of 
THE DIVINE IMAGE, as mortal nature 
was capable of. Wn 

« Behold, what manner of love THE 
* FATHER has NOW beſtowed upon us 
* alſo, that we ſhou'd be called the SONS 
* OF GOD, thro' JESUS CHRIST! 

But ALL THIS ſeems to me to be fully 


| ey in HIS own words; THESE are 
very 
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very remarkable, uttered upon a very particular 


occaſion, after a very emphatical manner, in 
the fullneſs of his all- glorious power. 


For in HIM dwelt then «3s „ ene v3 
hire aupatixas, all the fulneſs of the GOD - 


HEAD bodily. 

But hear his own words, for they are al- 
ways the cleareſt and moſt convincing, the 
apteſt to confirm and the fitteſt to command ; 
hear HIM. 

« I AM THE RESURRECTION and 
« THE LIFE, he that believeth in ME, 
* though he were dead, yet ſhall he live; 
« and whoſoever liveth and believeth in ME, 
&« ſhall never die. 

This is the boldeſt and indeed the moſt in 
tereſting and important paſſage in the whole 
new teſtament; upon this very account it is 
inſerted by the wiſdom of OUR MOST 
EXCELLENT CHURCH into the office 
for the burial of HER dead. 

This paſſage will, in my humble appre- 
benſion, admit the following ſcriptural para- 


phraſe, or explication at large. 


I AM, not of the earth, carthy. I AM 
from above, THE LORD from heaven, 


THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, THE 
NECES» 


[pro } 


NECESSARY EXISTENT in the boſom 
of ; THE FATHER; and I know THE 
FATHER, (his divine will) as well as THE 
FATHER knoweth me, (mine) I KNOW 


HIM x od au dri eigur (eg Nils) map dur, 1 
know HIM; for I AM (eſſentiated with and) 
from HIM; and HE has ſent ME accord- 
ing to MOSES and the PROPHETS to de- 
clare at this time and in this manner his laſt, 
his gracious, his moſt glorious goed will to 
men. 
The Law, the manna, the poor things; 
pertaining to this ſhort life, the ſhadows of 
ſubſtantial things to come were given 
by MOSES; who was highly favoured and 
indeed faithful, according to the meaſure of 
bis revelation and the capacity, he was in, 
that of a ſervant, or {chool-maſter. | 
But no man has ſeen THE FATHER, 
not even MOSES; he did not fully know 
HIM, and therefore cou'd not fully revele 
Him; he ſaw only the back-parts, and, as 
it were, through a glaſs darkly, fomewhat of 
GOD's gracious purpoſe, the ſhadow of his 
general genuine ſcheme, and deſired and 


prayed 


+ Excd. xxxii. 13, Kc. 


| 
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prayed earneſt]y to ſee more, farther into his 
way, his gracious ultimate will, but GOD 
told him, NO ; that another ſuperior PRO- 
PHE'T was to ariſe z that ſubſtantial grace, 
truth, life eyerlaſting, THIS GLORIOUS 
REVELATION, which is to reſtore man 
with advantages to his firſt eſtate, was re- 
ſerved for another, even ME, I AM HE, 

I have ſeen THE FATHER, I. AM 
THE TRUE MANNM, THE TREE, 
THE BREAD OF LIFE, une, which 
came dawn from heaven. 

If any man (i ri; binn, &c.) will do his will 
he ſhall know of the doctrine. 

Your fathers did eat manna, in the wilder- 
neſs, and are dead, but the bread, which I 
will give you and for you ; this living bread 
will fave you from death, will preſerve and 
nouriſh you unto life everlaſting, 
| Ye believe in GOD, believe alſo in ME; 
for as THE FATHER has life in himſelf; 
{o has he giyen to THE SON to have life 
in himſelf; as THE FATHER raiſeth up 
the dead and quickneth them, fo THE SON 
quickneth, whom he will. 

IA the living bread, my fleſh is meat 
Indeed and my blood is drink indeed ; if any 
man 


Hes 


man eat of this bread, he ſhall live for 
ever: how is it, that you do not under- 
ſtand ? 

Lift up your hearts above the groſs ab- 
ſurd literal ſenſe, awake to right reaſon, to 
wiſe and juſt apprehenſions, ----for it is THE 
SPIRIT, that quickneth, ---the Fleſh profi- 
teth nothing; THE WORDS, I ſpeak un- 
to you, THEY are SPIRIT and THE 
are LIFE. 

He, who hearcth MY WORDS and be- 
lieveth on HIM, that ſent ME, he has ever- 
laſting lite, as ſure, as if he was now poſ- 
ſeſt of it. | | 

For I will quicken, I will raiſe him up to 
it, at the Jaſt day. 

Verily, verily I ſay unto you, the hour is 
coming and now is; when the dead (in a 
ſpiritual ſenſe) ſhall hear the (vivific) voice of 
THE SON OF GOD and they, that hear, 
ſhall live. | 
' Marvel not at this; for the hour is com- 
ing, in which the dead, (in a literal ſenſe) 
all, that are in their graves, ſhall hear MY 
VOICE and ſhall come forth. 

Of this my ſupreme power, -----inhering 
in MYSELF, I will now this very hour 
WE . - give 
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give you a viſible, a very ſenſible repreſenta- 
tion in the perſon of LAZ ARUS; here de- 
parted. 

LAZARUS, COME FORTH; SEE! 
 « I AM THE RESURRECTION and 
«<< THE LIFE, he that believeth in ME, 
* though he were dead, yet ſhall he live, 
and whoſoever liveth and believeth in 
„ ME ſhall never die. 

But when the full time cometh, I will 
give you another glorious complete inſtance 
in mine own perlon of this divine power, 
inhering in MYSELF, as well as my F A- 
THER. 


For when the Jews do, as the Jews cer- 
tainly will, deſtroy this body: I will after 
three days by mine own power, united with 
my Father's, raiſe it up, I and MY FA- 
THER ARE ONE, have one and the ſame 
common power, will, &c. though after a 
Divine manner perſonally diſtin, I in HIM 
and HE in ME. Believe me, that I AM 
in THE F ATHER and 1 FATHER 
in ME. 

We will raiſe this temple up and I, as 
THE SON of MAN, will actually aſcend, 


before your eyes, in the fulneſs of time, 
| with 
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with it, according to the prophets, in Tri- 
umph and great Glory with the Chariots of 
GOD, leading CAPTIVITY (the OLD 
SERPENT, DEATH and THE GRAVE) 
CAPTIVE to the gates of heaven. 

Where all the Angels of GOD will moſt 
joyfully ſalute, receive and worſhip ME with 
Halleluiahs and hymns of praiſe, ſinging 
worthy is THE LAMB, that was ſlain, to 
receive honour, glory and power. How 
art thou fallen from Heaven, O LUCIFER! 
O DEATH, where is thy ſting? Q 
GRAVE where is thy victory? 

Lift up your Heads; O YE GATES and 
be ye lift up, ye everlaſting doors and THE 
KING of GLORY ſhall come in! Who is 
THIS KING OF GLORY? THE LORD 
ſtrong and mighty, THE LORD mighty 3 in 
BATTLE. 

Lift up your heads, O YE GATES, even 
lift them up, ye everlaſting doors, and THE 
KING OF GLORY ſhall come in, who is 
THIS KING OF GLORY? THE LORD 
OF HOSTS, He is THE KING OF 
GLORY. | | 

Thus is Chriſt ſel from the dead and 
become the firſt fruits of them, who ſleep in 


the 
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the duſt. For ſo ſhall we riſe from our aſhes; 
when THE LORD returns with the Chari- 
ots and the Trump of GOD. For this ſame 
JESUS, who thus aſcended into heaven, 
will alſo deſcend in like manner; (Acts i. 11) 
Then at the Voice of the Arch-angel ; 
e ariſe ye dead and come to Judgment, then 
4 ſhall this corruptible put on incorruptibility 
* and this mortal ſhall put on immortality. 


So ſhall we riſe and aſcend to meet OUR 
LORD in the air and accompany HIM into 
the higheſt Heaven, there to reign with 
HIM for ever, there to become equal to the 
angels and ſhine forth, as ſo many Suns in the 
glorious Kingdom of our COMMON FA- 
THER. Such is the divine excellency of our 
human rational nature thro? JESUS CHRIST 
OUR LORD. 

But now having gone as high, as the 
wings of Revelation can carry us, let us 
return with humility and great joy, and conſi; + 
der THE RESURRECTION aad the RE- 
LIGION of JESUS CHRIST in the way 


of right reaſon and in the . light- likewile, 
which the ſeriptures preſent them in to us. 


When any important religious article is ſaid 
to be reyeled and recommended ſtrongly to 
"20 We our 
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our belief, as actually of DIVINE authority; 
we have nothing to do, but diligently and ſe- 
riouſly to ſearch the Scriptures, in order to 
know, to perſwade. our own minds fully, 
that it is in fact reveled. 

For if it is, RIGHT REASON (let the 
article tranſcend its ſphere never ſo much) will 
require us humbly to believe and gout 
to regard and live up to it. 

Becauſe all ſcripture is given by inſpiration 
of God, our great CREATOR and perpe- 
tual PRE SERVER, who can neither de- 
ceive, nor be deceived. So ſure is the 
foundation of GOD. 2) 

In a word, the DIVINE power in the 
ſtapendous work of the Creation has always 
been deemed juſtly a clear demonſtration of 
the ſufficiency of his power for the work of 
the Reſurrection. He therefore, who denies 
the Reſurrection, as a thing impoſſible, muſt 
deny the Creation. 
Mr. Lock, having laid it down for a ge- 
neral rule, ------ That REASON muſt col 
% our dernier reſort, our laſt judge and 

s guide in every thing, adds immediately, 
- Jeſt we ſhould miſtake him I do not 
„% mean, that we _ conſult REASON 

« and 


1991 


* and examin, whether a propoſition, res 
* veled from GOD, can be made out by 
* natural principles, and if it cannot, that 
te then we may reject it; but conſult it, we 
* muſt, and by it examin, whether it be a 
© revelation from God, or no ;------and if 
* REASON finds it to be reveled from 
«© GOD ; REASON then declares for it; as 
* much as for any other truth and makes it 
4 one of her Dictates. Lock, vol. 1. 
pag. 334. 

So we ſhould furniſh and fortify our minds; 
that we may always be ready to give a REA- 
SON of the HOPE, that is in us, 

No mere man could tell, or even imagine, 
as I humbly apprehend, before the will and 
power of God was manifeſted in the ſerip- 
tures, ' that our bodies, after death, diſſoluti- 
on and peradventure mixture with other bo- 
dies, would be finally recollected, reproducs 
ed, revived and reunited to our ſouls, 

But yet notwithſtanding, when this doc« 
trine is fairly and actually REVELED, as it 
is to us, RIGHT REASON then will not 
only come into and give its aſſent, but alſo 

readily believe and even greedily imbrace it; 
as a doctrine very congruous to the whole 

„ conſti- 
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conſtitution of man, and likewiſe very agree- 
able to that pure rational love ; which every 
good man naturally bears to his own Body. 

In ſhort, the Chriſtian religion, as it now 
ſtands, in its primitive regularity, ſimplicity 
and true grandeur, happily eſtabliſhed, I 
hope for ever, with us of ENGLAND and 
IRELAND, proves itſelf in fa& to be of 
DIVINE inſtitution, as it coincides and tal- 
hes exactly with all our preſent wants and fait 
future wiſhes ; it wants no defenders, only 
honeft and fair Examiners. 

T The Chriſtian Religion is founded on 
the Divine Authority of THE MESSIAH, 
is confirmed by prophecies and miracles. 

This moſt excellent Religion does appeal 
to FACTS ; which are and have been prov- 
ed and the credit of them eſtabliſhed and ſet- 
tled on ſuch clear and unqueſtionable hiſtori- 
cal Authority ; as is abundantly ſufficient to 
ſatisfy every 1 ingenious fair-f. pirited 
man. 

Upon this very account; a ſerious and ho- 
neſt application to the ſtudy of eccleſiaſtic 
hiſtory and Fey part of prophane hiſtory 

and 


* 
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+ See Ld, Bolinbroke's Let. v. pag: 160. 
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and chronology, relative to it, is incumbent 
on every Chriſtian, who can attend to ſuch 
ſtudies, and eſpecially on every Clergyman. 


Magna Chriſtiane Religionis hiſtorica ve- 
ritas et prevalebit. 


The Evangelic books (facts, predictiong 
therein recorded) are founded upon ſuch ſuf- 
ficient ſolid credentials, as will bear all the 
ſhocks and thunderbolts of Fortune, as THE 
GATES of Hell will never prevail againſt, 
But ſure ; | 

1 Ihe Superior perſonage, ſayings, the 
Divine life, ' doctrine and precepts, as well as 
the Hiſtory, the miracles, f the predictions, 
of Jeſus Chriſt are fundamental points and 
properly argumentative of the truth of his 
Religion, and ſerve likewiſe to ſhew, to fur- 

L 3 | niſh 


— 
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2 Mat. 7. 24, &c. 

+ + "Choſe concerning the Destruction of Jeruſalem 
* the Temple, and eſpecially thoſe, relating to the 
diſperſion and ſtate of the people of the Jews, who have 
been ever ſince and now are a STANDING Miracle, 
in the order of Providence, in confirmation of the Truth 


of the Goſpel 
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niſh proper proofs, that the Religion, He 
taught, was from GOD. 

1 any man will (is fitly diſpoſed to) do his 

will, ſays this great exemplary Teacher from 
God, he ſhall know. of the Doctrine. He 
required a pure honeſt good heart from his 
followers; ſuch never oppole the Religion of 
Jeſus, who ſhewed himſelf alive after his paſ- 
fion, by many infallible proofs, to his Ap 
ſtles and others, like them; (who beſt knew 
him and were in all points undeniable, the fit- 
telt witneſſes) who was ſeen even by five 
hundred at once, who all 1 in their 
n as to this cardinal 

Beſides, JESUS CHRIST — che fair- 
eſt demonſtration in fact and that before men, 
from every nation under heaven, of the 
truth of his Reſurrection and triumphant Af. 
cenſion, - by the extraordinary Miſſion of 
THE HOEY GHOST, according to his 
promiſe, and alſo by the miraculous propa- 
gation of his Goſpel,” conſequent thereupon, 
throughout the World. Act.! i. 5. 8. 
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For THE SPIRIT (which raiſed Chriſt 
from the dead) was the principal Agent in 
this quick and moſt extraordinary propagation. 


In 
* — 4 ane. — 9 * 
Ileupar 81 4 Toig i PuAgRy * 
Ilopevbeig xx — % 1. pet. 3, 18. 19. 


The evidences of the Chriſtian Religion are diſtin 
gwſhable into external and internal; the external evi- 
dences, which prove its Divine Authority, ariſe from 
the Scriptures of the old, as well as the new Teſtament. 
For theſe ſacred Scriptures allude and refer to, they are 
connected with and corroborate each other. 

Thus the fulfilling of ancient prophecies in FESUS of 
Nazareth and the general expectation of THE MES 
SIAH, when he appeared, prove Him to be THE PER- 
SON, as well as his own miracles, predictions (fo punc- 
tually fulfilled) and the wonderful propagation of his Goſ- 
pel by his Apoſtles, when he was riſen and gone into 
Heaven, thro' the demonſtration of THE SPIRIT. 

Theſe external evidences from the writings of the old 
Teſtament have been fet in a very clear and ſtrong light 
and are truly ſuſlicient - to ſatisfy every unprejudiced | in- 
genious inquirer. 

Again, the ſeveral Hiſtorical books of the new Te- 
ſtament were written in the age, they are ſaid to be writ» 
n perſons, whoſe names they bear. | 
| - "Theſe books have been faithfully tranſmitted to the 

Chriſtians of ſucceeding ages by the faireſt and trueſt 
witnefſes and were deſigned by them and the Churches 
of CHRIST to be a STANDING rule of Faith and 
manners to Chriſtians in all 


\ 
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In ſhort, our LORD's whole perſonal 
miniſtry was a very open publick proceeding; 
1 ſo 


Theſe things have all been actually proved agen and 
agen; ſo that it now reſts upon thoſe, who preſumptu- 
ouſly call in queſtion the!genuinneſs of theſe books, or the 
fidelity of the tranſmiſſion, to prove, that any other 
books whatſoever has ſuch and ſo many plain ſtrong au- 
thentic teſtimonies of their genuinneſs, or faithful tranſ- 
miſſion, 

This, in reality, ought to be done by ſuch objectors, 
leſt, whilſt their zeal aint Chriſtianity drives them 
into groundleſs cavils and ſuſpicions about the Authority 
of theſe books, they fooliſhly invelve themſelves in the 
Abſurdity of rejecting all ancient writings whatſoever, 
as not only altered from the Originals, but altered to 
ſuch a degree; as not to ſhew us the true meaning, or 
main deſign of their Authors, | 
Plain it is to me, that the Jewiſh Hiſtory in general, I 
mean, the writings of Moſes and the Prophets, as well 
as the ſeveral hiſtorical books of the new teſtament have 
been and are now eſtabliſhed upon clearer and more un- 
queſtionable hiſtorical Authority, than any er ancient 
books or writings whatſoever, 

The internal evidences of the Chriſtian Reljcjon are 
we great NEED, there really was of ſuch a ſuperior 
Revelation from God to inſtruct and reform mankind: 
J he MORAL fitneſs and ſufficient ſtrength of the Goſ- 
pel-revelation for this great end; the intrinſic excellency 
of its doctrines and precepts ; the plain viſible tendency 
of this divine inſtitution to the ſubſtantial improvement, 
reſtoration and perfection of human nature in this and 
the world to come. | 
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fo was the miniſtry of his Apoſtles ; for wer 


miracles were like wiſe wrought publickly, 
-----In THE NAME and by the power of 
JESUS, ----RISEN and at the right hand of 
God. 

---The Chriſtian Religion, I fay, is like 
the fineſt gold, in the furnace ; the more it is 
tried, the truer it will prove itſelf to be. | 

. Chriſtianity is now in reality the religion of 
nature, I mean, the human, in its preſent 
ſtate. 0 

We are told, if I temen right, 8 
where by PLATO in the perſon of SO- 
CRATES, chat juſt ſuch a Teacher, as JE- 
SUS CHRIST was, wou'd moſt probably 
be ſent in ſome future time by God to teach 
and inſtru& mankind, -in ſome very ardu- 
ous metaphyſical points, that the wiſeſt and 
beſt of them were puzled, 7 ene: and 


gr catly at a loſs about. dee ws Fw, 
Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk THE FA- 


THER in MY NAME, HE will give it you. 
This was the corner- ſtone, which the 


learned, honeſt, inquiſitive, faithful gentiles 
ſought after, to fix their feet and build up, 
themſelves on. | 

They wanted SUCH A MEDIATOR, 


fuch a great Exemplar, or GOD in human 
nature, 
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nature, perfectly humane, pure from ſin, to 
give them in all things a living example, to 
make their peace with, to teach them how 


to pray, to preſent their prayers effectually 
to and ſo to recover, THRO' THE H O- 


LY SPIRIT, the Similitude of GOD. 

But now, ſuch a corner- ſtone, ſuch a tea- 
cher and mediator was JESUS CHRIST, 
THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD, on 
whom the chriſtian church is built. 

But my heart grows warm within me ; for 
THE SPIRIT of error is going to and fro 
even among US, who ſhou'd be teachers 
from GOD according to THE SCRIP- | 
TURE of TRUTH, like the victorious 
CAPTAIN of our great falvation. 
Hear HIM, how, in what manner HE 
declares HIMSELF from the height of hea- 
ven, THE THRONE OF GOD, obſerve 
the ſtyle, mark the language. 

I AM ALPHA and OMEGA, the be- 
ginning and the ending, which is and which 
was and which is to come, THE AL 
MIGHTV. (Rev. f. 8.) 

THE WORD OF GOD IS THE 
WORD OF GOD, HE, even HE has 
given us a never-to-be-forgottcn ans 

N | Q 
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the days of his humiliation and obſcurity, 
before THE GATES of Hell, how, in 
what manner, we are to diſpute and deter- 
mine in religious queſtions. 

For when THE TEMPTER made his 
trial on the ſecond, as he did with ſucceſs on 
the firſt man, on ok to ruin us agen bes» 
yond redemption :-----lIt is very remarkable, 
that he wanted to know, whether JESUS 
OF NAZARETH was truly and properly 
(dec viz 78 63) THE SON OF GOD. 

In order to find this out, THE 'TEMP- 
TER tries, whether JESUS HIMSELF 
wou'd own the character, by aſluming the 
power belonging to it, 

For he ſaid with great ſubtilty, at a very 
CRITICAL hour, if thou be THE 
*« SON OF GOD, (ſhew thyſelf) com- 
cc mand, that theſe ſtones be —_ bread (© 
cc 8 thyſelf.) 

« JESUS anſwered and ſaid, r IS 
«© WRIT TEN, man ſhall not live by bread 
“ alone, but by every word, that pro- 
& ceedeth out of the mouth of GOD.” —_ 
This firſt great Temptation being SO baf- 
fled, THE TEMPTER had recourſe to a 
ſecond ; for he removed JESUS (by divine 
- per- 
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permiſſion) from the wilderneſs to the temple 
in Jeruſalem, and fet him on the edge of the 
Battlements, ſaying then unto him, ** if thou 
* be THE SON OF GOD, caſt thyſelf 
«© down,----for, IT IS WRITTEN, HE 
F< ſhall give his angels charge concerning 
* thee, and in their hands they ſhall bear 
ce thee up, leſt, at any time, thou daſh thy 
« foot againſt a ſtone.” 

To this artful argument ad hominem, JE- 
SUS replied (in effect, you pervert this part 
of ſcripture, compare it with another) II 

% IS WRITTEN AGEN, thou ſhalt not 
* tempt THE LORD THY GOD.” 

This ſecond temptation, being likewiſe 
THUS overcome, THE TEMPTER re- 
ſolved moſt audaciouſly upon a third, his laſt 
and dernier reſort (as it is in Mat. 4.) , 

For he removed JESUS from the Temple 
into an exceeding high mountain, and ſhew- 
ed him all the Kingdoms of the world and 
the glory of them, and faid, all theſe 
„ things will I give thee, if thou wilt oy 

* down and worſhip me.” 
This temptation raiſed, as it well might, 
the indignation, or rather,contempt of IE- 
SUS; for HE faid (in effect, I AM, not 
& X0)X%5z 
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3 xoinls, I AM 5 emupancs 5 Kuprg if oH, THY 
LORD and MASTER) « get thee hence 
* SATAN; for IT IS. WRITTEN, Thou 
*« ſhalt worſhip THE LORD THY GOD 
* and HIM ONLY SHALT THOU 
« SERVE.” - 

THE WORD OF GOD IS THE 
WORD OF GOD, JESUS CHRIST, 
even as THE MESSIAH, or SEED OF 
THE WOMAN, is fo far ſuperior to the 
angels, even of the higheſt order, that they 
are all ſaid to be his creatures, ſervants or 
miniſters, and obliged, as ſuch, to honor, to 
worſhip, to ſerve HIM in the very ſame man- 
ner, as they honor, worſhip, ſerve GOD 
THE FATHER. 

For even HE, THE FATHER HIM- 
SELF, fays perſonally, when HE bringeth 
in THE F IRST-BEGOTTEN ( IlpwToroxw) 
into the world. Let all the Angels of 
«© GOD worſhip HIM.” 

+ The verb here rendered Solln is 


rfoorumcd r, Which in {cripture is very well 
known 


+ We may, we muſt argue from this command, pro- 
ceeding from GOD THE FATHER to his good an- 


gels, that this FIRST-BEGOTTEN muſt bg begot- 
| | 45 


BE: 


known to denote the very higheſt dens 
worſhip, ſuch as implies 1 infinite honor and 


perfection, 


_ — 


= 


ten after a divine manner v Ta&on; xrioiww; before all Cre- 
ation, i. e. from eternity of the ſubſtance of the Father, 
and fo be VERY GOD of VERY GOD, begatten 
not made. 

Becauſe the 8 of ſuch worſhip, were it other- 
wiſe, wou'd, on GOD's part, be a command of Idolatry, 
and the performance of it, on the part of the angels, 

wou'd be an act of idolatry. | 

Hence it is, from this interior, ineffable, intire, ſub- 
ſtantial generation, that all men are commanded to ho- 
nor THE SON, even as they honor THE FAT HER. 


(Joh. 5. 23.) 
Sure ſuch an equality of honor between THE FA- | 


THER and THE SON ſuppoſes an equality of nature. 

The very Terms i%; rie (John 5. 18. vid. Loc.) 
eg viz; (Rom. 8. 32.) ſignify to us proper natural pa- 
ternity', proper natural ſonſhip. - 

But: yet fill, theſe very terms are to be conſidered by 
us, as ANALOGICAL, accommodated to human ca- 
pacity and apprehenſion, and muſt be underſtood —— 
with an allowance for the vaſt difference between the 
humari and the Divine Nature. 

"The terms, San, fir/t begotten, fir/t-born, "Oi they 


refer to the GODHEAD, muſt not, I ſay, be taken li- 
terally, juſt as they are, when applied to mankind; no, 


by no means, 


When 


1 
perfection, ſuch as is due to the ſupreme 
ſelf-exiſting neceſſary BEING only. 
N This 


— 


ſO 


When we read of the well-belov'd, the only begotten 
Son Taps IlaTtpoc, tis Tov KAT oy TY NeTps;; the Phraſe is 
ANALOGICAL, the meaning is, that as there is 
the moſt intimate relation between a Father here on 
earth, and his only begotten Son, that there poſſibly 
can be between two perſons, who are not one fleſh; 
So the Father and the Son, though they are repre- 
ſented to us in ſcripture, as two diſtin perſons in the 
DEITY, are yet notwithſtanding in eſſence, in will, in 
power and other reſpects, but one ever · bleſſed, all- per- 
fect, and moſt incomprehenſible Being. 

How ſhou'd we comprehend the nature of the ſu- 
ce preme incorporeal BEING, or how HE exiſts, when 
cc we comprehend not the nature of the moſt inferior 
ce ſpirits ?——If we cannot (now,) penetrate ſo far into 
ec effects, as to diſcover them and their nature thorough- 
« ]y, it is not to be expected, that we ſhou'd ever (here) 
« ſee through the myſteries of HIS NATURE, 
« WHO is THE CAUSE, ſo far above them all.” 

I have many things (ſays our LORD to his Apoſtles) 
to ſay unto you, but you cannot bear them now, hows+ 
beit when HE, THE SPIRIT of truth is come. 

HE ſhall glorify ME ;---for HE ſhall receive of MINE, 
and ſhall ſhew it unto you: all things, that THE FA- 
THER has, are MINE, common to ME. 

God almighty in his infinite Wiſdom and goodneſs 

has been — in his goſpel, this laſt deep * | 


2 
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This appears from the words of JESUS 


CHRIST himſelf, for when THE TEMP- 
TER. 


1 4 _ * — * — 


— 


of Mercy, to let himſelf down, as I may ſay, to us, to 
our human capacity and way of apprehending, as far as 
the nature of things would poſſibly admit, in declaring, 
that HIS is not a ſolitary, but the moſt perfectly happy 
SOCIAL mode; or manner of being. 

But now, as there can be but ONE Divine nature, 
ſo there can be but ONE perſon in this nature, ſtrictly 
felf-orginated, independent, underived. 

' Hence we may argue, that as THE FATHER (hav- 
ing Life, [all being, power, &c. originally independently, 
abſolutely] IN HIMSELF) is & in the way of Emi- 
nence, Authority, &c. the firſt ſupreme neceſlary exiſt- 
ent (or fountain) in the Godhead ; ſo THE SON by the 
neceſſary eternal gift, or internal, ineffable generation) 
is 5 av alfo ò d rap avrs (Iarpꝭs) the neceſſary exiſtent in 
the boſom of the FATHER, another Divine perſon 
in the ſame Godhead, equally omnipreſent, the expreſs 
image of the Perſon of the FATHER, the perfect 
and intire ſubſtantial tranſcript, as I may fay, of his 
ſupreme DIVINITY. 

But ſome man may, yea many will fay, how can 
theſe things be? _ 

Such we may anſwer in the words of our LORD to 
Nicodemus ; if I have told you earthly things, and you 
believe not, how ſhall you believe, if I tell you of 
heavenly things ? (If I tell you, that) no man has aſ- 
cended up to heaven, but HE, who came down from 

heaven, 
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TER, as above, applied moſt audaciouſly 
to HIM for this very fort of DIVINE WOR- 
8 SHIP 


Fw 


heaven, even THE SON OF MAN---WHO IS IN 
HEAVEN. 

Here it will not be improper to obſerve upon the word 
TIpwroToxog (as TH WS 5.) ITpwroToxos Ta on xl 
which is rendered, in my way of thinking, neither lite- 
rally, nor properly by our Tranſlators - the firſt-borg 
of every creature. 

Some writers have from hence preſumed to rank our 
Lord in the order of creatures, giving HIM only the 
precedency, 

But ſure this cannot poſſibly be the true ſenſe of this 
remarkable paſlage ; becauſe it would make the Apoſtle 
directly in the very next verſes contradict himſelf, he 
having therein aſſerted, that by HIM (THIS FIRST-= 
RORN) were all things created, that are in Heaven and 
that are in earth; viſible and inviſible, whether they be 
Thrones, or Dominions, or Principalities, or Powers, all 
things were created by HIM and for HIM,---and HE i is 
before all things and by HIM all things conſiſt. 

But now ; plain it is throughout the- whole Bible, that 
the CREATOR and UPHOLDER of heaven and 
earth is always repreſented and ſpoke of, as the ſupreme 
neceſſary ſelf-exiſting Being, and as having an indefeaſi- 
ble right on this account to the ſupreme Divine worſhip. 
In this manner St. Paul deſcribes HIM to the ſuper- 
ſtitious new-ſangled Athenians (Act. 17, 23.) God, who 

| M made 
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SHIP, or HONOR, faying, „ all theſe 
things will I give thee, if thou wilt 

& fall down and worſhip me, pwr; wa. 
Our ſupreme DIVINE LAWGIVER 
was then pleaſed to ſhew Himſelf, not only 
as the Meſſiah, but as the conſubſtantial Son 
of God, THE NECESSARY EXIS- 
TENT 


= 
4 
— 4 * — — 


made the world and all things therein, HE, being Lord 
of heaven and earth, is to be worſhipped. 

TIpwrorox%; man; x7iow; ſhould therefore be rendered, 

as I humbly apprehend, comparatiyely i in this place, i. e. 
begotten, or born before all creation. 
Thus Joh. I. I5. Tfwro; ws muſt ſignify TpeTepo 45 
, he was before me. 80 Joh. 15. 18. our LORD 
ſpeaking of the world to his diſciples, ſays, - «43 Tp»ro 
H wenignxer, it hated me before it hated you, and in the 
ſame way the very word aN Hef is uſed by the ſeventy 
interpreters TpwT6T X05 Yo, j u. 

To ſhut up this fundamental point, 

HE is ſaid (Col, x. 17.) to be mph nw'rw before all 
things ; now whatever is before all things, muſt beprior 
to all creation,” and of courſe uncreated and eternal. 

- Beſide before all creation was (we are told by Grotius 
(in Joh. 1.1. Joh. 17. 5.) 1 een, 1 ex rp rd Tov xb 
abi waa c) an idiom of the jewiſh language, the uſu- 
al phraſe to denote eternity. Sic mos Hæbræis eterni- 
tatem populariter deſcribere. 


1 


TENT, 5 in the Boſom of THE FA- 
THER. 

For HE faid to the TEMPTER on this 
molt higheſt provocation, get thee hence 
SATAN,for IT 15 WRITTEN, thou ſhalt 
worſhip THE LORD THY GOD AND 
HIM only ſhalt thou ſerve. Raf r © cu 
Tpogxumnoti; 9 aur h AeTpE UTE. 

Hereupon THE TEMPTER diſcovered 
and felt - his ſuperior victorious DIVINE 
power and fled inſtantly, confeſſing THE 
DTVINITY of his extraction and MES 
SIAH-SHIP. 


Fas eft et ab HOST E doceri. 


HE gave notice likewiſe to his angels of 
this great myſtery of Godlineſs, viz. that 
THE SON OF GOD was actually become 
manifeſt in the Fleſh,----to deſtroy his power 
over mankind, to diſpoſſeſs, to torment them 
before the time, to reſtore mankind by his 
ſuperior DIVINE power, life and doctrine. 
For we find after this, that the devils all 
knew him and came out at his word, tremb- 
ling and confeſſing, of their own accord, 
ia: he was THE SON OF GOD, equal 
M 2 and 
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and conſubſtantial with THE FATHER, 
John 5. 18. 23. 

There is none article in the Chriſtian Faith, 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary, ſo fixed, fo plain 
throughout the whole Bible, as this; ** that 
G00 is NE, jealous of his Honor and 
** will not give his ſupreme glory to another, 
** to any pretender, to any imaginary, or ſe- 


„ condary FEHOV AH. 
THE DIVINE NATURE is ſtrictly 
ONE, abſolutely illimited and immenſe; 
there is no room therefore for any other 
independent, or Manichæan principle. 

We and all things viſible and inviſible (even 
THE CROOKED SERPENT) live, move 
and have our being i in GOD, tho* we can- 
not ſee, or tell, how. 


"Ov yap prom 0 Ot0s, 4 Tips x64 To Ta, 


Whether there are any perſonal diftinai- 
ons, or differences in THE GODHEAD, 
no mortal can tell, GOD knoweth ; but if 
GOD has actually, for wiſe and good rea- 
ſons, been pleaſed, eſpecially in his goſpel, 


to revele, or declare any ſuch ; we muſt be 
bound, as HE is our e and PRE- 
SER= 


— 
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SERVER, to believe what HE there de- 


clares. 


Let us then proceed FAIRLY, with hu- 
mility, with candor, without partiality and 


without hypocriſy, to the very point. 


+ If IT IS WRITTEN, (1 Joh. 5. 7.) 
there are THREE, who bear record in hea- 
M 3 ven 


ö 1 * 4 N — — 3 3 


+ To aſſert indeed, that the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt are Three diſtincdt Infinite Beings, and yet 
but ONE BEING, is an expreſs contradiction. To aſſert, 
that they are Three diſtinct Beings, of which Two are 
inferior, and yet each GOD, is either to uſe the Term 
GOD eguivecally in this caſe (which makes one part of 
ſcripture contradit another) or ele, is an expreſs con- 
tradiction. But to aſſert, that there is but ONE Divine 
Nature, or Eſſence ; that this undivided Eflence is com- 
mon to THREE Perſons ; that by PERSON, when 
applied to GOD, we don't mean the ſame, as when ap- 
plied to Men, but only ſomewhat ANALOGOUS to it; 
that we have no adequate idea of what is meant by the 
word, PERSON, when applied to GOD, and uſe it only, 
rubs diſtinct PERSONAL Attributes and actions are 
aſcribed to the FATHER, SON and HOLY GHOST 
in ſcripture, is no contradiction. 

We don't aſſert, that ONE is THREE and THREE 
ONE (as we are falſely charged) but only that what 
are THREE, in one reſpect, may be one only in ano- 


ther: we don't aſſert, that Three Beings are One Being; 


11 

ven (in THE SUPREME DIVINE NA- 
TURE) THE FATHER, THE WORD 
and THE HOLY GHOST; it will follow, 
in my way of thinking, that THESE 
THREE, who bear record, (if they are 
jointly and ſeverally poſſeſſed equally of this 
ſtrictly immenſe and immutable nature) muſt 
be from eternity co- incident, conſubſtantial, 
one and the fame OMNIPRESEN.T BE- 
ING, though, after a Divine manner, PER- 
SONALLY diſtin& in their external acts, 

teſtimonies, offices and operations. 
No matter, how all this is, it muſt be SO, 
| becauſe THE SCRIPTURE OF TRUTH, 
as well as RIGHT REASON, will have it 
ſo. 
Confider, IT IS WRITTEN agen, 
TPSE ddixit, All power is given unto ME 
in 


- -» 18 Dot + 7 * 4 * " , 


that Three Perſons are One Perſon; or that Three In- 
telligent Beings are One Intelligent Being, but only that 
in the ſame undivided nature are Three Differences, 
ANALOGOUS to perſonal Differences amongſt Men, 
and tho*' we cannot preciſely determine what thoſe Diffe 
rences are, we have no more reaſon to conclude them 
impoſſible, than a blind Man has to conclude the impoſſi- 
| bility of Colors, becauſc he cannot ſee them. 

Biſhop Conybeare's Sermon on Miracles. 
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in Heaven and in Earth ; go ye therefore, 
diſciple all nations, baptizing them in the 
Name of THE- FATHER and of THE 
SON and of THE HOLY GHOST. 

He that belicveth (in theſe Three) and is 
(fo) baptized {in their name) ſhall be ſaved; 
but He that believeth not, that will not be- 
lieve in THESE THREE; that will not 
receive this my Goſpel; that rejecteth this 
my Baptiſm, preached and inſiſted upon by 
you, inveſted with MY DIVINE POWER, 
HE ſhall be damned; ſhake off the duſt of 
your feet againſt that Man, that Houſe, that 
City. 

Verily I ſay unto you, it ſhall be more to- 
lerable for the land of SODOM and GO- 
MORRHA in the day of . Judgment, than 
for them. 

Hence we may argue, that there are de- 
grees of puniſhment hereafter, as well as 
here ; be wiſe at the expence of others : 
conſider the FATE of the People of the 
Jews upon this very account. See the things 
which make for your peace, before it be 


too late. 
Conſider, Bodies ſpiritual may die, as well 


as bodies natural, and churches have an end, 
as well as men» | 
M 4 But 
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But IT IS WRITTEN agen, P. NE 


dixit, except a man be born of water 
and THE SPIRIT, +5 Ibivuerc; +5 i ©, he 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of ' GOD ; 
the reaſon is plain, and follows immediately ; 
& that, which is born of the Fleſh, is 
* Fleſh; we muſt be born agen of THE 
„ SPIRIT.” 

Becauſe THIS SPIRIT ſearches, mora- 
lzes and ſanctifies the whole ſpirit and ſoul 
and body of good men, ſo preparing and 
making them fit to enter into and inherit the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

For THIS SPIRIT ſearches (and ſancti- 
fies) all things » r 6b 35 e: Hence we may, 
in my way of thinking, argue, that THIS 
SPIRIT, which proceedeth from THE 

FATHER and THE SON, exiſteth in, 
and is equally poſſeſſed of "THE GOD- 
HEAD with THE FATHER and THE 


SON. 
But ſome may ſay, as Nicodemus "TY 


bout the new ſpiritual birth, how can theſe 
things be? THREE in ONE and ONE in 
THREE! my anſwer is, I cannot tell, God 
knoweth. But this I know, that it is im- 

pollible 
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poſſible to be a great good man without dis 
vine aſſiſtance. Tab % ware Ware, 

Tully (in his book de nat. Deorum ) tells 
us, that the City (Rome) and Greece had 
brought forth many excellent men,---none 
of which, it is to be believed, arrived to ſuch 
an Height, rift DEO juvante. He declares, 
that nemo vir magnus ſine aliqua affiatu Di- 
Vino unquam fruit. | 

Moſt certain it is, that all the Prophets of 
old derived their Excellencies of wiſdom 
and ſpirit from the Inſpiration. of the Holy 
Ghoſt. . 

Equally certain it 1s, that. the Apoſtles of 
our Lord received all their goodly graces 
and excellent gifts from the ſame ETER- 
NAL SPIRIT, which, by the Way, Was 
the principal agent in the propagation of the 
Goſpel through the whole world. 

Moreover we read, that by the ſame 2 
rit the Heavens were garniſhed, as well as 
the Earth. 

Hence we may, I preſume, collect, that 
all things in Heaven and Earth derive their 
ſeveral excellencies from THE HOLY 
GHOST, which divideth to every one ſe- 
verally, as he will, 


Further 
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Further, moſt certain it is, that all things 

in Heaven and Earth actually derive their 
very nature from the WORD, or SON of 
GOD. For by HIM were all things 
created; that are in Heaven and that are in 
Earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they 
be Thrones, or Dominions, principalitics, 
or powers, all things were created by HIM 
and for HIM. Coloſſ. 1. 16. 
- But now, as there is another PRIME 
PERSON. in the GODHEAD, PRIOR in 
the order of our ideas to THESE TWO. 
Hg muſt be ſtrictly ſelf- originated, Indepen- 
dent, underived. HE muſt have the root 
of His Exiſtence from none, abſolutely with- 
in Himſelf, and be the Fountain, Great 
Original, and above all, even the SON and 
HOLY SPIRIT, who muſt, in point of 
AUTHORITY, be leſs, or inferior to the 
Father. 

To HIM we may, I preſume, aſcribe 
thoſe remarkable words (after our terraque- 
ous globe was properly divided, ſettled, fur- 
niſhed and finiſhed by the THE WORD 
and THE HOLY GHOST )-----Let US 
(now) make Man in OUR Image, 


For 
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For HE, even the Father, is the FIRST 
MOVER, as He is from HIMSELF, made 
of none, neither created, nor begotten, but 
the Son is of THE FATHER alone, not 
made, nor created, but begotten after a 
Divine manner, and fo perſonally diſtin& from 
the Father. 

THE HOLY GHOST is of the Father 
and of the Son, neither made, nor created, 
nor begotten, but proceeding from both af- 
ter a divine manner, and ſo perſonally di- 
ſtin& from the Father and the Son. 

Yet in this ever-bleſſed TRINITY 
none is afore, or after other, none is greater, 
or leſs, than another, in point of nature ; but 
the whole three perſons are co-eternal toge- 
ther, and co-equal, inhabiting in each other af- 
ter the moſt intimate and perfect manner. 

So that in all things, the Unity in Trinity, 
and the Trinity in Unity is to be wor- 
ſhipped. 

But now, how happy are we ! we! who 
live, where the Chriſtian Religion is rightly 
reformed, truly primo-primitive, free from 
human inventions and eftabliſhed by LAW?! 
who can reflet on our moſt are 


Creeds, their deep n and great Au- 
thority, 
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thority, and conſider, how exactly they a- 
gree with and explain the Holy Scriptures, 
and one another without breaking out in 
great Joy? How happy are the people in 
our Caſe? yea bleſſed are the people, who 
have THE LORD for their GOD ! 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt. For as it was in 
the Beginning, even ſo it is now with us, 
and I hope ever will be; yet one thing is 
ncedful, which the firſt Chriltian had, they 
pleaded FAIRLY, 


Non loquimur, ſed vivimus. 


But agen, there is, in my way of think- 
ing, ſome what very remarkable and perti- 
nent too in our LORD's expoſtulatory diſ- 
courſe with Philip; when he ſaid to him, on 
a certain occaſion, LORD, ſhew us the 
„Father and it ſufficeth us.“ 

For JESUS hereupon faid unto Philip with 
2 particular emphaſis; have I been ſo long 
time with you and yet haſt thou not known 
«© me, Philip? he that has {cen me, (in my 
« works) has ſeen the Father (in his 9 


« and how fayeſt thou, ſhew us the Father? 
a * believett 
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& believeſt thou not, that I AM in THE 
© FATHER and THE FATHER in 
«© ME? 

The words, that I ſpeak unto you, I 
„ ſpeak not of myſelf, but THE FA» 
© THER, that dwelleth in ME, HE doth 
„ the works; believe me, that I AM in, 
THE FATHER and THE FATHER 
4 in ME, or elſe believe me for the very 
& works ſake.” 

Hence we may, as I conceive, collect, 
that theſe two Divine Perſons exiſt. from eter- 
nity equally in and with each other in the 
glorious Godhead, after ſuch a very intimate 
indearing and all-perfe& manner, as is by us 
now abſolutely inſcrutable and incomprehen- 
ſible.- Such knowledge is far above odr finite 
faculties; which may be now incapable of 
receiving any further explication of this great 
myſtery. _ ] 

The word SON, or BEGOTTEN, 
when it refers to the DIVINE NATURE, 
muſt not be taken literally, juſt as it is, when 
applied to the human, to mankind, NO, by 
no means. | 
When we read of THE ONLY BE- 
GOTTEN SON, which is in the boſom of 
THE 
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THE FATHER, the phraſe is analogical ; 


the meaning is, that, as there is the moſt in- 
timate and endearing relation between a good 
father here on carth and an only and moſt 
dutiful and dearly beloved ſon, that there 
can poſlibly be between two perſons, who 
are not one fleſh ? 

To THE FATHER and THE SON, 
though in ſcripture they are repreſented to 
us, as two diſtinct perſons of the, DEITY, 
are yet notwithſtanding in efſence and other 
reſpects but ONE everblefſed, all- perfect, 
moſt incomprehenſible BEING. 

This will bear repeting. 

- Man is man, we may, by ſearching, Qtretch | 
our imagination and rack our fancy, till we 
crack every Fibre in our Brain; GOD is 
GOD. 


But ſure we were — to believe, as well 
as to know and obey God. LORD, I be- 
lieve, help thou my unbelief. 

Canſt thou (O vain man !) by ſearching 
find out GOD. | 

There is great beauty and true wit, - as 
well as deep reaſon, in the ſaying and con- 
duct of that Philoſopher, who required time 
from, and ſtill doubled the days upon the 


Prince; 
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Prince ; who applied to him, who wanted to 
know, who put the Queſtion, Quid et qua- 
lis fit DEUS ? But does not THE DEITY 
appear more perfectly happy, when conſi- 
dered in a SOCIAL tri- une, than when con- 
ſidered in a ſarurnine SOLITARY, way of 
being ? 

I have gone ſo "I in this way, and en- 
deavoured moſt earneſtly - to repreſent the 


PERSON and RELIGION of JESUS 
CHRIST in a true ſcriptural light ; 


uod potui, fecis 

Senſible, very ſenſible I am, that ſuch a 
| Repreſentation, well and truly made, would 
be of great good ſervice. It would ſerve 
moſt effectually not only to compole and quiet 
the minds of the poor People; but alſo to 
give infinite weight, influence and autho- 
rity to this by far the moſt excellent DIVINE 
REVELATION. 

But ſome man may ſay, what is revelation ? 
take the Difinition of it from Mr. Lock 
(vol. I. pag. 331.) “Revelation is natural 
* reaſon inlarged, by a new ſett of diſcove- 
« ries communicated by GOD immediately, 
„ which reaſon vouches the truth of by the 

« teſtimony 
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t teſtimony and proof, it gives, that they 
* come from God; -----who cannot err and 
© will not deceive. | | 

6 ----- Whatſoever is divine revelation, 
* ought to over-rule all our opinions, pre- 
& judices and intereſts, and has a right to be 
received with full aſſent. -----Such a ſub- 
5 miſſion, as this, of our reaſon to Faith 
* (or Revelation) takes not away the land- 
* marks of knowledge; this ſhakes not the 
foundation of Reaſon, but leaves us that 
* uſe of our faculties, for which they were 
given. (Lock, vol. 1. 329.) 

So wile and pious were the ſentiments of 
this GREAT MASTER of thought; who 
declares himſelf, as follows. I gratefully 
* receive and rejoice in the light of revela- 
« tion, which ſets me at reſt in many things, 
the manner whercof my poor en can 
* by no means make out to me.“ vol. 1. 
pag, 573. 

What other Religion is there, ſo great, 
ſo good; that has a VISIBLE DIVINITY, 
:GOD-INCARNATE for its AUTHOR, 
to ſave us by dying for us? 

What other Religion is there, that repreſents 
the — and the natural original Dignity, 
the 
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the DIVINE excellency of the human ratio- 
nal foul in ſo amiable, ſo ſtrong, fo fatis- 
factory, ſo moving a Light? 

So GOD loved the world, that he gave 
his ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, that who- 
ſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. 

For THE WORD was made Fleſh wa 
dwelt among us and we, ſays tlie Apoſtle, 
beheld HIS GLORY, THE GLORY as 
of THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE 
FATHER, full of grace and truth. 

This is the Finger 5 GOD ; great, with- 

out Controverſy, is the myſtery of Godlineſs, 
far above the reach of our human under- 
ſtanding. 
For how THE DIVINE Loro, or 
WORD became fleſh, in what manner HE 
aſſumed our nature we cannot, no mortal can 
tell; ſuch ſecret ſtrictly DIVINE things be- 
long not to us. 

Plain it appears, in the ſcriptures of the 
new Teſtament, to me, that THE GOD- 
N HEAD 
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HEAD was quieſcent in the MAN JESUS 
from the time of his Birth, till the time HE 
entered upon his Miniſtry, and whilſt he was 
tempted, removed from one place to another 
by the T EMPTER, and whilſt he ſuffered 
that ignominious and painful Death for us, 
when HE fo cried out, MY GOD, MY 
GOD, why halt thou forſaken ME. 

—.— Vet certain this is, that the DIVINE 
NATURE was united after ſuch an extraor- 
dinary manner to the human in THE PER- 
SON of JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD 
AND SAVIOUR, -----as to make THE 
SACRIFICE OF HIS DEATH, a full 
perfect and ſufficient atonement, propitiation 
and fatisfaftion for the Sins of the whole 
world. 


Let 


— 
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Theſe greek words ſignify, or give us to underſtand, 
that IHE AOTOE or WORD was quieſcent in our Sa- 
viour at the time of his Temptation, during his ignomi- 
nious Crucifixion and death ; yet at the ſame time, they 
aſſure us, that the yo excrted itfelf in Him, and aſ- 
ſiſted his manhood, in overcoming that great Temptati- 
on, in patiently” ſuffering that ignominious Crucifixion 
in his meek and moſt forgiving behaviour, in his glorious 
reſurrection and aſcenſion. ; 
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Let this his over-abundant love ſatisfy us 
and let us not preſume to ruſh within the veil, 
to pry into great myſteries, the deep things 
of the DEITY, THINGS, which the High- 
eſt of the Angels, ſtand ſilent and aſtoniſhed 
at; THINGS, which none, not one know- 
eth, but The Spirit, To Ihivua To z Ts Os. I. 
Cor. 2, 10, 1 2. 

* If I have told you earthly things and you 
« believe not, (ſays our ſupreme DIVINE 


«© LAWGIVER, who knew, what is in 
man) how ſhall you believe, if I tell you 
* of heavenly things? (if I tell you, that) no 
* man has aſcended up to Heaven, but HE, 
& that came down from Heaven, even 
« THE SON OF MAN, WHO IS IN 
« HEAVEN. John 3, 12, 13. 

GOD is great and we know HIM not, 
touching THE ALMIGHTY, we can- 
not find HIM out. | 3 
No we ſee thro' a glaſs darkly and muſt 
be content to do fo, during our diſagreeable 
abode in this groſs ſenſual probation- body; 
which we are to keep rightly under and pu- 

rify by a lively Faith in GOD's mercy thro' 
JESUS CHRIST. | 


* 


N 2 This 
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This is the high-way to true Faith here 
and to the BEATIFIC VISION hereafter. 
HBleſſed, ſays our ſupreme DIVINE 
LAWGIVER, are the pure, in Heart ; for 
they ſhall ſee GOD, even as He is. 

HIS perfectly humane, humble, reſigned 
behaviour, moral ſyſtem and religious ſuffer- 
ings in order to fatisfy the divine Juſtice, and 
2 4 us to our firſt eltate, you may {ce in 
his glorious goſpel. | 

HIS DIVINE morality, as we have it 
briefly i in his Sermon on the mount, is moſt 
uſeful to this great end, perfectly adapted to 
ſuch fallen creatures, as we are; moſt expreſ- 
five: of HIS SUPREME DIVINITY and 
authority and can never be ſufficiently conſi- 
dered, admired, praiſed, practiſed. This 
is the way, walk ye in it, to the gate of 
Heaven and the throne of GOD. 

But now, I crave leave from my readers 
to return to the MORAL Philoſopher, whom 
we have left behind, for HE is a good man, 
true and means well to mankind. 

Beſides: conſider, though we could ſpeak 
with the tongues of men and of {angels 
and actually underſtood all myſteries, even 
that of * TRINITY IN "UNITY and 

this 
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this of THE INCARNATION of THE 
SON of GOD and could explain them and 
baniſh Hereſy and Sedition, <---* thoſe wotks 
of ambition, avarice, and impoſture out of 
the Chriſtian Church. 

Vet all this eloquence and powerful know- 
kedge in high matters, without pure virtue, 
without true ſubſtantial piety would be no 
better in the ears and eyes of GOD, than 
ſounding braſs, than Fenk of gold in yt 
ſnouts of ſwime. _ 

For without Humility, Holineſs and Cha- 
fity, no man, not even the greateſt e 
pher ſhall ever ſee GOD. 

-o man, nowa-days, in my way of | 
thinking, can ever abſolutely obliterate, or 
even without great reluctance obſcure his na- 
tural ſentiments of morality, which are ſelf- 
evidently interwoven with and of the great- 
eſt importance to human nature; but if the 
Light, which is in us, may, by our own 
default, become Darkneſs, how GREAT is 
THAT DARKNESS! _ 

ur hence Ic is, that the heart of man ſel- 
tom very ſeldom, fills (if ever) to reproach 
him and 4 ſeverely then, When he can 
N 3 lcaſt 
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leaſt bear it, for his proud prophane, his un- 
juſt cruel, his baſe brutiſh actions. 
For that part of us, which is RATIO- 
NAL, made originally, in the likeneſs of 
GOD, though it may be allured and drawn 
conſtantly away by the parental animal part, 
yet it is ſtill naturally a ſuperior noble Prin- 
ciple and will continue to remonſtrate ſecret- 
ly, though ſoftly, againſt the Brute, its be- 
trayer, in us, as guilty of treacherous uſur- 
pation, even to the very laſt. | 
For the human rational ſoul even in this 
moſt vile ſtate of Captivity will notwithſtand- 
ing, like a ROYAL captive, venerable even 
in diſtreſs, {till aſſert its original NATIVE 


right to Dominion. 
The light, or law of nature is a true, 


or ſufficient guide to bring a fair-ſpirited hq- 
neſt heathen, who has none other light, to fu- 
ture felicity,---when he conſtantly attends to 
and follows this light, or law ; but who flocy 
this? none, no not one. 

Heſides no law, or light, how buff. 
ent ſoever in itſelf, when duly obſerved, is 
ſufficient to reform ef a uy een 


or pervert it. 
n -Vign * 1 
* Ut 
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But here it may be faid,---that, if we do 
live according to the light of nature, we ſhall 
be ſaved,---though we pay no regard to di- 
vine revelation; 

NO, by no means. 

To diſregard, to deſpiſe DIVINE RE- 
VELATION, any ſcheme, that God has 
formed and diſcovered to promote true Reli- 
gion and virtue, eſpecially ſuch a glorious 
ſcheme, as that of Chriſtianity, is, ſetting 
aſide the folly of it, a wicked, a very wick- 
ed and capital tranſgreſſion even of the Law 
of nature: which the very belt of us fre- 
quently negle& and are puniſhable for; which 
in the beſt of us is greatly obſcured and ſtands 
in need of ſuperior light and mY from on 
gh. | | 
So that this Law of nature, now impair- 
cd, muſt, ought to ſubmit to the Law of 
Faith or Revelation, which opens and inlarges 
our impaired natural reaſon by a new ſett of 
diſcoveries, communicated immediately by 
God, the cternal fountain of light, grace 
and truth, for our inſtruction, conſolation and 
ſalvation. 

Such is the goſpel- diſpenſation, which 
lis Chriſt came to deliver ahd die for us, 
N 4 who 
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who were all locked up under fond objects 


of the Divine diſpleaſure. 
- ----Hence we may learn, that the ado; 
the moſt gracious purpoſe of GOD in the 
formation of man, muſt be to promote his 
true, his rational happineſs. 
—Becauſe He has given him ſuch a ſu- 
perior SPIRIT, with ſuch an everlaſting 
LAW and JUDGE in it, as have a direct 
and perpetual itendency both to his preſent 
and future TRUE FELICITY, ot 

In fair truth, the rational foul is naturally 
ſuch a very NOBLE PRINCIPLE, that it 
is always in our power, even in the Face of 
PRE DESTINATION, or FATE to make 
ourſelves happy by following THE ROW - 
AL LAW in our own minds; fo that our 
final ruin muſt proceed from ourſelves, our 
own unruly wills, high prides ms 
miſcondu@ and folly, 
THIS LAW has been and now is ſome- 
umes greatly obſcured by che eonupt influ- 
ence of the animal appetites, by the pride of 
life and the conſtant welght of nd 
1 

Yet THIS LAW ſtil exiſts! in our minds 
and we have __ bs of 'this in our own 

4 | breaſt; | 
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breaſt; which will ſtill do its Duty and aſſiſt 
us faithfully, and ſupport us perpetually in 
acting up ro the Light or general rule, we 
have, in doing THE DIVINE WILL. 

+ THIS WILL the virtuous and know- 
ing Heathen (as appears from their conſult- 
ing their oracles, from their praying, and 
hoping for ſuperior direction and aſſiſtance, 
eſpecially in the day of Adverſity) endea- 
voured diligently to learn, to follow and 
obey, and expected likewiſe for theſe their 
be endeavours: to be directed and conſider- 

ed 
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+. Antonine the Philoſopher puts men upon praying 
above all things for a good mind; but all the encourage 
ment he could give, was % big vd Y. 

Pythagoras in the verſes exhorts men to pray to God 
for aſſiſtance in doing 75 2 5p,60 ν a 
Otaiow ievavt «pireg THIGH. 

But St. James ſays with great aſſurance, Kay of you 
lack wiſdom, let him aſk it of GOD, that giveth to all 
men liberally; and a far greater, than St. James, ſays, 
aſk and it ſhall be given you, &c. --— if a ſon ſhall aſk 
bread of any of you, that is a Father, will he give him a 
ſtone? &c. if ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more ſhall your 
heavenly FATHER give the Holy Spirit $0 them, that 
alk HIM ? 


[ 156 J 


ed by GOD both here and | in a "EY bet- 
ter ſtate. 

Some fair inſtances have been already given 
and many more might be alledged from their 
own excellent works; which ſhew in a very 
ſtrong and moving light, that they actually 

entertained and were highly pleaſed with ſuch 
religious hopes and proſpects and thought 
them very reaſonable. 

| Moreover their Hearts, when they "= 
dered ſeriouſly the unkind treatment, they 
had,” in return for their private and public 
virtues and good offices, met with from un- 
reaſonable men; their Hearts, I lay, were 
then full of the hopes of a future hap- 
py immortality with his ſpirits of juſt, good 
and brave men, who had ſuffered like > 
and were gone, as they believed, before in- 
to a ſuperior cœleſtial ſtate of Being. 

Hear a celebrated Heathen, who read and 
wrote much; who truly endeavoured to 
know bimſelf and to improve mankind; Who 
was long ingaged in the cauſe of natural Re- 
ligion, moral and political virtues; who not- 
withſtanding theſe good, theſe very great and 
l offices, | met With much ill-natured 

1 _” _ treatment 
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treatment and violent oppoſition in the ſer- 
vice of Truth and his native country. 
Hear, I ſay, how ſuch an Heathen, re- 
fleting upon what he had done and ſuffer- 
ed, and then looking forward from the 
threſhold of old age into a future ſtate ; 
hear, how he, expreſſes himſelf in a Dia- 
logue of his own compoſing, wherein the 
elder Cato is introduced, ſpeaking, as fol- 
lows, to Scipio and Lzlius. * JJ 
„Do you think, that I would have gone 
« thro? ſuch labours of body and mind, ſo 
* many days and nights, both at home and- 
te abroad, if I had thought, that the ſame. 
* period, which is put to this ſhort if, 
« wou'd extinguiſh my glory ? ; 
Wou' d it not have been more prudent 
« to have ſpent my life in retirement and 
« tranquility, to have been free, OM ſtrife 
„ and contention ? 2 | 2 
2 But my ſoul, H know not * has, 
6. fill raiſed ys and looked, forward. into 
„% FUTURITY. with this hope, viz. that, 
6 vwhenſoever it ſhou' d eſcape out of this 
66 bodily life, it wou'd then live Wen 
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86 1f this was not really fo, ſure the minds 
ce of the moſt virtuous and knowing would 
not above all others exert themſelves, or 
& be ſo remarkably affected with the great 
hope of a future happy immortality. 
„What elſe, but this glorious hope, can 
« jt be, which makes the wiſeſt men. die 
«with ſo much ſerenity and content, and the 
«© weakeſt in the Foe * and con- 
« cern? | 

Does not this DIFF ERENCE es, 
4 lat the minds of the former, being re- 
«fined and exalted by their own ſuperior 
n virtuous endeavours, have more exten ſive 
& views, and foreſee, that they are remov- 

| * ing into a fuperior and more happy ſtate, 
„ EA hich thee ef 3 lower unimproved un- 
14 derſtanding have no praſpect of??? 

How moving and beautiful are the yy, 
ing paragraphs ! wherein his MIND, Wax 
warm, growing full of future joy and felicky, 
and, as it were, abſent from the body, begins 
to reaſon like herſelf, and to fpeak to Scipio 
and Lzlius, as if the was really son, 
at Hberty, and aſcending toward that head: 
venly country; where the ſelect ſp irits of 


brave, juſt and good men dwell. 


66 I, 
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1, for my part, ſays he, am tranſported 
« with the Hope of ſeeing your Anceſtors, 
«© whom I have eſteemed and loved, and am 
66 * poſſeſſed with a vehement deſire of meet- 
e ing not only with thoſe worthy perſons, 
„hom I have known myſelf, but thoſe 
«« Hkewiſe of whom I have a and read, 
te and of whom I myſelf have written, nor 
« would I be with-held from going ſo 
pleaſing a journey. 
Sure that will be the WHITEST 
«© DAY, when I ſhall eſcape from this rude 
* violent rabble, this croud of corruption 
* and obſcurity, and be conducted to that 
„ ſhining aſſembly of ſelect ſpirits !?? 
This doctrine, relating to our remem- 
brance and knowledge in a future ſtate, of 
men and things, as they were in this preſent 
ſtate of life, was m reality believed and 
taught not only by the beſt and oldeft 
heathen poets and- philoſophers, but alſo by 
the moſt ſerious and even inſpired writers. 
We have a fine lively and very full deſ- 
eription in the book of Wiſdom of the great 
ſhocking ſurprize, that the wicked will be 
ſeized with, who lived here in proſperity, 
pride and high delicacy, when they ſee the 


poor, 
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poor, needy, and yet honeſt, whom they 
had oppreſſed here and derided, appearing, 
at the laſt day, ſo changed for the better, in 
their glorious apparel. 

« Then ſhall the Righteous ſtand in great 
ce boldneſs before the face of ſuch, as have 
« afflicted them, and made none account of 
« their labors ; when they ſee it, they ſhall 
ce be troubled with terrible fear, and ſhall 
ebe amazed at the ſtrangeneſs of their fal- 
ce vation, ſo far beyond all, that they looked 
6 for; and they repenting and groaning 
* for anguiſh of ſpirit, ſhall fay within them- 
« ſelves, THESE were they, whom we 
had ſometimes in deriſion and a proverb of 
« reproach : we fools counted their lives 
* madneſs, and their end to be without ho- 
« nor: How are they numbered among 
c the children of GOD, and their lot is a- 
* mong the ſaints ! Wiſd. 1, 2, &c. 

This doctrine ſeems to be countenanced 
by our SAVIOUR in the remarkahle para- 
ble of DIVES and LAZARUS, and in that 
open public declaration alſo to the people of 
the Jews, (Luk. 18. 28.) who would not 
receive HIM. | 


Then 


11 
Then ſhall ye weep and lament with great 


horror, amazement and deſpair, when you 
ſhall ſee all your boaſted Patriarchs, Moſes 
and the. Prophets all rewarded with eternal 
life in the kingdom of GOD, for their faith 
and virtues, and ye yourſelves, notwith- 
ſtanding your being the natural poſterity of 
theſe Patriarchs, profeſſors of the Law of 
God, and Heirs of the promiſes, excluded, 
ſhut out, for your infidelity and inhumanity 
to me and mine Apoſtles. 

Many others alſo ſhall come from all 
parts of the world, ſtrangers to the Law and 
Covenant, wherein ye boaſt, and ſhall be 
received with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, 
whoſe. Faith and Obedience they imitated, 
into the heavenly Jeruſalem ; when at the 
ſame time, ye, who are the natural Heirs of 
the promiſe, ſhall for your diſobedience be 
rejected and condemned and thruſt out. 

Moreover in that formal and moſt ſolemn 
account; which HE himſelf gives us of his 
judicial proceeding at the general Reſurrecti- 
on, (Mat. 25.) HE ſeems not only to hint 
at, but to eſtabliſh this very Doctrine for 
wiſe ends and good reaſons. 


But 
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But to return, the chief pleaſure, the 
higheſt joy, which TULLY ſeems to pro- 
poſe to his great good ſoul in the ſublime 
manſions of light and immortality, conſiſted 
in meeting with and converſing freely the 
ſeparate ſouls of all great and good men; 3 
he had perſonally known, loved, read, 
written of himſelf. 

Theſe ſelect ſeparate ſpirits this moſt ce- 
lebrated and noble Philoſopher ſuppoſes to 
live quietly, pleaſantly, in perfe& peace, a- 
mity and bliſs in ſerene, ſuitable, fublime 
tegions, ſome where above the ſtars. | 
But now What is all this, when com- 
pared to the ſuperior divine ideas, which we, 
thro* the ſeriptures, form of our future glo- 
rious immortality ? 

For this our ſupreme complicated Felicity 
conſiſteth not only in the bare knowledge 
and renewed friendſhip of all ſuch, but in 
the direct clear intuitive knowledge and 
friendſhip of all, vaſtly refined and improved 
by the immediate hand of God, both as to 
their ſouls and bodies, in the new Jeruſalem 
(1 Cor. 13. 10, II, 12.) and likewiſe in 
the direct clear intuitive knowledge and 
friendſhip of all the holy angels from the 

loweſt 
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loweſt to the higheſt, as well as bleſſed ſaints. 
(Heb. I 2. 22.) 

But what is much more, we ſhall then be 
favored with the direct clear intuitive know- 
ledge and friendſhip of IESUS CHRIST 
our all-glorious MEDIATOR (Joh. 17. 

) and what is ſtill far greater, we ſhall 
then be favored with the dire&. clear intui- 
tive Knowledge, F riendſhip and Fruition of 
the glorious Godhead in its F ULNES. 
(Heb. 12. 22, 23, 24.) 

« Beloved, now are we the ſons of Goin 
and it does not yet appear, what we ſhall 
© be; but we: know, that when He ſhalÞ 
cc appear, we ſhall be like HIM, for we 
* ſhall ſee HIM, as HE IS.“ (1 Joh. 3. 
2.) Let us then eſteem duly the Happineſs 
reveled and propoſed to us; and though the- 
future perfection of it be ſuch, as ſurpaſſes. 
human underſtanding, yet thus much in ge- 
neral is clear and ſalisfactory to us, that by 
arriving hereafter to a fairer and more direct 
knowlege of the DIVINE nature, we ſhall 
be transformed more and more into that de- 
lightful reſemblance. of it; wherein our ſa= , 
preme perfection and felicity conſiſt. 

"But Eo the/ great. and fine Philoſopher, 
O above 
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above mentioned, after all, was not poſitive- 
ly certain, (this muſt not be concealed) he 
conceived indeed great hopes; which he was 
determined, as long as he lived, to embrace 
and delight his Heart with, whatever the 
minute Philoſophers might think or fay ; who 

cou*d break no jokes hereafter upon him for 
his eredulity, if he and they became by 
Death, as if they had never been. 

Here we ſee the condition of human na- 
ture in its very beſt cireumſtances, vibont 
the light of Revelation. 

This great ingenious man ſaw, 1 in my way 
of thinking, as much and as far into the im- 
paired powers of human reaſon, as any of 
the wiſer heathen, let us ſee therefore, how- 
he thought, what his ſentiments were of hu 
man nature. 

«It NATURE had "EP, us h gi 
t manner, as to give us a perſpicuous and 
*, full intuition; of HER and----ABILITY 
& to follow HER, as the guide of our life; 
then mankind wou'd baue needed none 
& Other Teacher. | | 
But now; the light, the has given us, 
& is no more, than, little ſparks, which we 


FR in by our vicious lives and 
& & perverlc 
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45 perverſe opinions, ſo that the true (ori- 
'* ginal) light, (or law) of nature is no 
* where to be found.” (Cic. Tuſe. Vel. 
lid. 3. pref. 
Vet, as Tully goes on, „ there are in 
“our minds the SEEDS of true virtue, by 
* which NATURE wou'd lead us to hap- 

pineſs, if they were permitted to grow 
5 up, but now, no ſooner are we born, 
but we degenerate into a wretched depra- 
© vity and corruption of manners.” 

Can there be, by the way, I am con- 

cerned to ſay it, a more glaring inftance of 
the weakneſs and: inſufficiency of human na- 
ture; in its preſent ſtate, than even TULLY 
himſelf has given us in his own perſonal 
eonduct? 
In his proſperity; when he thundred, as 
J may ſay, in the SENATE-HOUSE againſt 
CATALINE and the dann when 
he ſo cried out, 

O fortunatam natam, ME CONSULE, 
jr HP Cicero was then. too great and 
wiſe ir his own eyes. In his adverſity; when 
baſely abandoned by Pompey ; when 
the world frowned upon him; when even 
Clodius, the moſt vile and abominable man 


lying, carried his points in his Baniſhment: 
O 2 How 
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How was his great good ſpirit then broken 

and, ſunk by his undeſerved misfortunes"! 
quantum mutatus ab ills ! 
Did not this moſt unhappy, quite 0 
ed Patriot, who had magnanimouſly ſaved 
his country, deſpiſed its greateſt enemies and 
even daggers pointed at him, ſtand then in 
need of that wiſdom and ſpirit, which is 
from above, which the ninth Beatitude, as 
J may call it, inſpires ? 

* Blefled are you, when men ſhall revile 
* you and perſecute you and ſhall ſay all 
* manner of evil FALSELY againſt you 
* for my ſake,----rcjoice and be exceeding 
cc glad, hor great is your reward in hea- 
. 

What a field for contemplation is here 
opened! 

Such ſuperior LIGHT from on bigh in 
ſuch an Example, ſuch an invigorating proſ- 
pect into FUTURITY would have given 
CICERO, no doubt, the ſame Patience and 
Fortitude, that it inſpired the firſt Chriſtians 
with ;*who rejoiced in adverſity, and counted 
it an honor to ſuffer in a good cauſe ;---who 
looked like angels in the eyes of their ene 
1 even in and "pains of Death. 


Thus 
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Thus the Blood of the Martyrs became 
the ſeed of the Chriſtian church, which 
brought forth, ſome 30, ſome 60, and 
fome an hundred fold. So mightily grew 
the word of GOD, and prevailed by their 
manner of dying.---But hence we may learn 
that the wiſeſt and beſt Philoſophers were 
not ſufficient of themſelves ;---that the Bulk 
of mankind is deeply degenerated, and yet 
the cauſe was hidden even from the moſt pe- 
netrating among the heathen, 

So that our recovery depended wholly up- 
on the Will, the good pleaſure, of GOD. 

But now; ſure we may inſiſt, in the 
words of an able writer; ** that the religion 
« and morality, which NATURE teaches, is 
ce ſuch as nature, in its preſcnt condition, can- 
er not perform; REASON teaches what is 
« right; but, alas! it wants no proof to ſhew, 
ce that the beſt of us fall ſhort of this perfection. 

«« Whence comes this inconſiſtency, this con- 
te tradiction in our nature? why had we not 
« leſs diſcernment toſee what is right, or more 
„power to follow the Dictates of Reaſon.” 

Bp. Sherlock*s Appendix. 
Ho agreeable is this Prelate's account of 


our preſent condition, by nature, to that of 
St. Paul, 1 
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41 — %; in me (my parental-body) 
& dyelleth no good thing; for to will is 
© preſent with me ;---I delight in the law of 
« GOD, as to the inward man ;---but to 
* perform that, which is good, 1 find not 3 
* for the good, that I wou'd, I do not ;--- 
4% O wretched man, that I am, who ſhall 
« deliver me from the body of this death, 
„this parental- mortal- body. Rom. 7. I 8. 
A &c.“ 
« -.-I thank GOD, thre? JESUS 
* CHRIST OUR LORD:--For HE, even 
« HE has and will deliver me, Rom, 7. 25. 
e ſee Rom. chap. 8. 2. &c,” 
Hence we may argue, that, after the 
FALL, (when our original Righteouſneſs 
was gone) man became imperfect in ſuo ge- 
nere, the object of GOb's mercy ; yet ſtill; 
J humbly inſiſt, for the clearer and ſtronger 
manifeſtation of the DIVINE power, bg 
tice, wiſdom, and goodneſs; which all 
appeared in the future courſe of his provi- 
dence, gradually, more and more,----in the 
very puniſhments of the firſt of human 
race, in the external promiſes to. them, 
; 1 Jn 
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* in the Death of righteous Abel and in 
the puniſhment of Cain, f in the tranſla- 
tion of Enoch, in the DIVINE- oracles, 


predictions, I in the ange Deluge, in 
the 


* 
—— * —— * "OT * 5 I lM. — — 
* _ 4 W 
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| * Muſt not the death of righteous Abel, whoſe pious 
offering was ſo graciouſly accepted, ſo remarkably di- 
ſtinguiſhed, be the moſt convincing, ſhocking argument 
to the firſt of human race, not only of their own paſt 
preſumptuous pride and folly, but of a juſt judgment 
alſo to come, when God would juſtify HIMSELF, 
clear up his divine moral government, and do for 
righteous Abel according to his eminent picty and vir- 
tue? Gen. 4. 4. Heb. 11.4. 

+ Was not the Tranſlation of Enoch, who, when 
the world was very corrupt and filled with violence, be- 
lieved notwithſtandin g in, and walked with GOD, a 
glorions demonſtration to all good men of a future im- 
mortal happy life with God in Heaven? Gen. 5. 24. 
Heb. 11. 5. did not this very extraordinary exaltation 
ſhew mankind in the faireſt light, what the promiſed- 
ſeed, the ſeed of the woman in the fulneſs of time was 
to do? | 

t This awakening Phznomenon in favor of Noah and 
his Family; this moſt extraordinary deſtruction of ali 
the corrupt and violent cou'd not but make the moſt 
laſting impreſſion upon Noah and his ſons; who were 
ſaved to re-people the world, and who cou'd not but 


learn the Nature aud Attributes of GOD, to VER: 
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the raiſing a new race of men from righte= 
ous Noah; in the call of faithful Abraham, 
when the world became corrupted agen; in 

the ſeveral contractions of human life; 
the repeted promiſes of the Meſſiah or ſeed x 
of the woman, to this great patriarch and 
his poſterity.--- Thieſe and ſuch as theſe were 
ſufficient lights and helps to the-perſons- and 
ages, they were given to, al the Law was 
given by Moſes. 5 
If the Roman Orator had ie this 
Law, as Moſes did, how would he have 
commented, -I am THE GOD of Abra- 
ham, THE GOD of Iſaac, and THE 
GOD of Jacob? wou'd he haye done it 
better, than our SUPREME DIVINE 
LAWGIVER has done, in ſaying, GOD 
is not THE GOD of the dead, but of 
THE LIVING? for all, even theſe Patri- 
archs, are now ALIVE unto God, their 
| ſouls 


a 


VENGEANCE belongeth, from this great univerſal 
calamity and havock, which the diſobedience; the cor- 
ruption and violence of the people before the Flood had 
made ; who by their extreme long depravities had turned 
their original righteous conſtitution upſide down. 


— 
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ſouls are in his hands, under his gracious 
protection in pure, though imperfect, Bliſs. 
But if the Light of Revelation was 

wanting to ſuch as Cicero, as Cyrus, as So- 
crates ; nothwithſtanding the Dzmon which 
is ſaid to have attended Him. | 
Sure ſuch ſuperior Light and inſtruction 
muſt be abſolutely neceſſary for the generali- 
ty of mankind in order to keep up true Re- 
ligion and virtue in the world. 

We find both Socrates and Plato dean | 
ing of the recovery of mankind out of a 
ſtate 'of error and corruption without ſome 
| extraordinary aſſiſtance from God. 

For Socrates tells the Athenians, that, 
when he was gone, they wou'd fall into an 
irrecoverable ſtate, except God took care of 
them in ſending another ſuperior inſtructor ; 
and Plato, ſeeing the wrong methods of E- 
ducation among them, ſays, that whatever 
is kept right and as it ought to be, mult be 
effected by a divine interpoſition. | 
The Roman Philoſopher, even he cou'd 
not tell poſitively, what wou' d become of 
him after this life, he was notwithſtanding 
reſolved indeed to keep up his ſpirits as welt 


as he cou'd, by hoping the belt ; for though 
he 


— 
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he was going to a place unknown, undiſco- 
yered and in ſome doubt, whether DEATH 
might not make a full, an entire end of him; 
yet He appears witty, and as it ſeems, re- 
figned to the will of Nature, or Faith 
and ſmiles at the poor-ſpirited free-thinkers 
in his Days; but yet his good genius, his 
gap ſpirit was quite broken and gone in his 
Baniſhment, when he ſtood in moſt need of | 
it. 

- But what wou'd ſuch an one have faid, 
if he had been an eye- witneſs to the Reſur- 
rection of LAZARUS? if he had heard 
THE LORD FROM HEAVEN ſay in his 
vivific manner upon this occaſion; I AM 
THE RESURRECTION and THE 
LIFE, he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet ſhall he live and whoſoever 
hveth and believeth in me ſhall never die? 
- HBut further, let a man's knowledge 
and intellectual abilities be what they will, or 
can be, let his private and public virtues riſc 
to as high a degree of maturity and perfecti- 
on, as is attainable by him in this bodily 
life; yet after all, it muſt be owned, there 
will be even in him ſuch a root of bitterneſs, 


* a uw in his fallen nature ; fo many 
ſecret | 
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faults, (ſetting aſide human frailties and im“ 
perfections) ariſing from ignorance, paſſion, 
or prejudice; in fair truth there will be ſo 
many omiſſions and defects in his very beſt 
performances ;----- that without the BENE=- 
FIT of ſuch a Propitiation, as Chriſtianity 
has diſcovered to us, even ſuch an one would 
be an unprofitable ſervant ; and it would be 
impoſſible for him to ſtand in the day of trial, 
before the ſupreme Judge of all the Earth; 
who is (the living and true God) greater than 
our hearts and Woweth all things. 

But yet, with the advantage of this DT» 
VINE atonement and THE LIGHT of his 
Goſpel we may with our very imperfect ſer- 
vices, when ſincere, draw nigh to GOD and 
look up with ſure and certain hope for his 
aſſiſtance here and his favor hereafter in 
heaven; where are many Manſions for the 
ſake of thoſe ; who are ſtedfaſt and immo- 
veable, always abounding, ai wiporivery 5 
neben the word of the Lord. For to him, 
that has, ſhall be given and HE ſhall have 
abundance and ſhine AS THE SUN, in the 
Kingdom of THE FATHER. 

—— But yet ſtill; ſuch ſuperior private 


and publick virtuous endeavours, ſuch patriot- 


like, 
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like, pious ſelf-denials and ſeemingly very 
reaſonable hopes and religious expectations, 
as the wiſer heathen uſed and had, (which the 
human rational ſoul is certainly capable of 
and which there is nothing in this low un- 
righteous tranſient life to anſwer, or ſatisfy ;) 
muſt rather, in my way of thinking, be in- 
jurious, than beneficial to the perſons, en- 
dued with them, when they ſerve only 
10 tantalize, to betray them into falſe hopes 
and make them perſue meaſures, that muſt 
finally terminate in their everlaſting Diſap- 
intment. 5 | 
The Author of human nature is ſo 
very Good, that HE cannot act after this 
manner by ſuch, as do their beſt in their 
ſtate of Darkneſs and imbecillity ; by ſuch as 
labour truly againſt their natural faults and in- 
firmities and repen: ſincerely of them, for- 
faking them and imploring the divine mercy. 
- Ob's nature and property in ſuch 
a cale was and is always to have mercy and 
to forgive? HE cannot do any thing, that is 
contrary either to his own nature, or the 
nature of man; HE knows whereof we are 
made and how we are circumſtanced. f 


We 
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We may ſee ſome what of the Nature of 
GOD, as I may fay, in the Light of the 
SUN ; which always ſhines equally, 'when 
no Clouds intercept, upon all, the leaſt, as 
well as the greateſt of mankind. 

So the FATHER of Light, in Abo is no 
darkneſs at all, is no reſpecter of perſons, or 
nations; for in every nation, he who feareth 
Him, and does his beſt, is accepted with Him. 
Glory, Honour and Peace to every man who 
worketh good, be he Chriſtian, Jew, Maho- 
metan, or Pagan. Rom. 2, 155 12. vid. 
Loc. oy 
L vo" They are thoſe diſagreeable dark 
clouds, our wilful iniquities ;----theſe are the 
things, which ſeparate between us and our 

good GOD; remoye the Cauſe and the Ef- 
fea will be gone. 1 

For G00 deſires not the dlath of the 
#icked, He is always ready to be reconciled 
to THE TRUE convert here, 1 155 every 


where. | 
For the Divine Light and favor returns of 


courſe to ſuch an one, even as naturally, as 
the Light of the Sun does to an object; J 
when that, which before intercepted, is ta- 
ken away. 


In 
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In fair truth ;------ſuch. as live up to the 


Lig ht or Law, they "ride aficr the beſt man+ 
ner _ can, whether Gentile, Jew, or Chriſ- 


tian, ſuch I ſay, may believe upon rational | 
principles, (when they do their beſt to inform 
their minds aright) that GOD. will deal with 
them at the laſt day according to the diſpen- 
Gation they live under, or the truth of their 
caſe. (See Rom. 2, 12, I6. ) And rely on his 
infinite mercy and goodneſs; that he will pro- 
vide ſuch an adequate atonement for their 
faults, as will be fatisfaftory . to his own di- 
vine Juſtice. 
In ſhort ;. this atonement, we are ed 
infalibly,,. was actually provided accordingly 
in the beginning and with Roe any PET: | 
univerſally plied eſpecially. to all 4 55 
For when the Gentiles, WhO have not 
4 the (written). Lov, do. 12 nature -® 
6 things contained in the La , theſe hav- 
4 ; ing not the Law, are a po unto them+ 
& ſelves ; which ſhew: the. work of, the 
% Law, Written in their hearts, their con- 
«& ſcience alla. bearing Wings. Rom 23 
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We have the ſtrongeſt aſſurance imagina- 
| ble, given to us by the moſt ſolemn and of- 
ten re-iterated promiſes even of God himſelf, 
not only that ſome, but that all fins whatſo- 
eyer, even the moſt heinous impieties, we 
can now commit, . ſhall, upon condition of 
their being truly repented * and timely for-. 
ſaken, be in and thro! JESUS CHRIST. 
freely forgiven to thoſe, who are guilty of 
them. | 

Night not the wiſer heathen then SE 
hope and perſwade themſelves, that the moſt. 
gracious and merciful God (whole nature and 
property they could not but ſee in his works, 
eſpecially in the ſuperior formation of them- 
ſelves) would be propitious and merciful to 
them and forgive them, upon their true re- 
pentance, ſuch faults and infirmities, as their 
imperfect frail nature could hardly avoid be- 
ing guilty of ;-----eſpecially When they did 
their beſt in repenting and truſted to his in- 
finite mercy and goodneſs to provide a pro- 
per propitiation. 

So much for the ſalvability of the honeſt 
Heathen, 

In the beginning, before man was mode.” 
God e might, without any dimi- 

nution 
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mation of HIS DIVINE wiſdom and good- 
neſs, have never proceeded to make him; 
but after he had made him and. perinitted him 
to be circumſtanced in ſuch a manner. 
Then theſe amiable attributes ſeem to rec 
quire, that he ſhoula not only conſider and 
allow for his natural infirmities, but alſo 
make ſome ſuitable proviſion for thoſe noble ; 
natural capacities, expectations and deſires, 
he was pleaſed to create him with. 0 
This important argument may be iluſtrat-. 
ed by a very familiar compariſon. 
It is obſervable in civil life, when a 
ſuperior perſon of any character for ſobriety 
of * underſtanding and good nature, has begun 
a good work, eſpecially in favour of one, 
who ſincerely does his beſt to pleaſe him and 
has hereupon ſome pretenſions to expect, ---- _ 
upon occaſion, his future further help and 
aſſiſtance; that ſuch a Benefattor is unwilling | 
to deſiſt and thinks himſelf obliged to anſwer 
ſuch a dependent's reaſonable expectations | in 
the belt manner, he can. 
But now; to allow, that a righteous good 
man of Plain ſober ſenſe will never fail fo 
ovide, in ſuch a manner, for his ſincere 
and 9 followers, as is moſt agrecable 


9 | t 
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to his reaſon and abilities and yet to ſay, that 
60D does not, or will not proceed accord- 
ingly, with his ſincere and faithful ſervants, 
implies A BLASPHE M, that creates 
Horror F 

-----This would be to charge the very 
beſt, the moſt perfect being with one of the 
greateſt imperfections and even to make HIM, 
fo far as we can, not ſo much as an uniform, 
or even a mixed rational Being. 

If natural parents, tho? very imperfect, do 
notwithſtanding all, they can, for their own 
children, though ſomewhat froward; what 
may not we, when we ſincerely do our beſt, 
expect from THE PARENT of all poſſible 
perfection? ä 

Plain it is; that good and evil are promiſ- 
cuouſly diſpenſed here, that good and bad 
men are not reſpectively treated, even by 
GOD, as they deſerve, in this life; where 
rewards and puniſhments are ſometimes tranſ- 
poſed ; where there are many niarks of an 
unequal retribution. Shall not T HE 
JUDGE of all the Earth do right? GOD 
forbid. | | 

One Inftance (whereas there are many, in 
the world we live) of this fort (of virtue in 
* affliction 
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aflition and vice in proſperity). is equivalent 
to the plaineſt demonſtration of a Judgment 
to come, becauſe GOD cannot poſlibly be 
- unjuſt, unequal in any one inſtance. 
To ſee, to conſider theſe things, to judge, 
to-diſtinguiſh and chooſe notwithſtanding as 
good men do ; who frequently have moved 
in all ages and places, and do move treely 
without fear in the face of MONSTERS in 
human ſhape and even THE KING of 
TERRORS and that not only upon moral 
temporal motives, as the love of Country, 
Reputation, Family, but likewiſe in the cauſe 
of true Religion andVirtue, to pleaſe their own 


mind and conſcience and THE SUPREME 


BEING and with a view to a future recom- 


pence from THAT BEING in another _ 
to come. 
Theſe are ſuch fuperior ing, pro} vets 
and reſolutions, as demonſtrate, in the ſtrong- 
eſt manner imaginable, the great intripidity, 
the noble DIVINE Dignity and love of im- 
mortality in the human rational Soul. 
Moreover ſo great and invincible has the 
weight and influence of theſe vivific princi- 
ples, or this lively faith been with wiſe and 
good men in all periods, and parts of the 


world, 
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world, 'that they have been ſeemingly inſpir- 
ed in the day of trial wich ſuch patience, re- 
ſolution and fortitude, as made them appear 
ſuperior even to themſelves, ſomewhat more 
than men; as made them deſpiſe any threatens 
ings, or ſufferings, that Tyrants could utter, 
or inflict, 

All this actually appears in authentic Hiſ- 
tory from the public ſpirit, ardent zeal and 
brave behaviour of many even among the 
wiſer Heathen; but eſpecially from the 
Noble army of Martyrs in the Chriſtian 
_ Cauſe. | 

+ For theſe ſuffered actually the Loſs of 
all patiently and were tortured, as far as wit 
and malice could invent for hundreds of years 
together and yet theſe even in the pains of 
Death looked, like angels, and would not 

| accept 


y 
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+ This muſt be owing to ſupernatural aſſiſtance of 
fome kind or other; it ſeems to me to be a ſtanding mi- 
racle for the three firſt centuries. 

We are aſſured at leaſt, that the firſt Martyr for 
Chriſtianity was ſupported and incouraged in his laſt mo- 
ments, by a Viſion of that DIVINE PERSON for 
whom he ſuffered, and into whoſe glorious preſence he 
was then going. (Acts 7, 5. 6.) | | 
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accept deliverance, that they might obtain a 
better, a more glorious reward hereafter. 
That facred Interpreter in our heads ; 
which teacheth us the great difference be- 
tween love and hatred, true and falſe, right 
and wrong ; which maketh us capable of 
ſceing and deliberating upon the nature, the 
_ neceſſary diſtintion and high conſequence of 
every action, that we do; that pointcth out 
ſuch a great and glorious Recompence be- 
nd the grave. 
That ſacred Interpreter, 1 ſay, muſt be a 
moſt valuable gift from THE PARENT of 
Nature, who muſt delight in VIRTUE and 
the real improvement of mankind, who muſt 
have made man after ſuch a manner, viz. 
intelligent, free, active, ſuperior to all other 
viſible creatures, in ſome meaſure, like him- 
{elf on purpoſe, that he might ſee his own 
ſuperiority, put forth himſelf, and endeavour 
10 make his human ſomewhat expreſlive of 
the divine nature by diligently obſerving and 
cultivating THE ROYAL LAW in his own 
mind. : 
Sure wen THE MAKER of mankind 


cannot but require an account from ſuch 


creatures, ſo conſtituted, ſo capable of im- 
provement- 


* 
— 
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provement, ſo intruſted and honored, as we" 
are, with Dominion and high privileges. 

ls not the ſubject accountable to his ſove- 
reign? the child to his parent? the ſervant to 
his maſter? Will not they, who ſuſtain theſe 
ſuperior characters, inſiſt occaſionally in their 
ſeveral ſtations upon their prerogative and 
proper behaviour? | 
Will they not likewiſe deal with thoſe un 
der their protection and care according to 
their perſonal loyalty, good ſervices, obedi- 
ence and fidelity? is not this the common 

ſenſe and practice of mankind in this life? 
May we not reaſonably preſume then, 
that the GREAT SOVEREIGN of che 
univerſe, THE KING OF KINGS, THE 
MAKER of mankind, who is therefore the 
ſupreme GOVERNOR, THE FATHER, 
THE MASTER of us all, will call us all, 
without reſpect of perſons, to account and 
deal with every one of us according ta the 
uſes or abuſes, which we, in our reſpective 
ſtations, make of the ſeveral powers, capa - 
cities and fortunes, wy HE __ intruſted 

vs wih? 5 2 

In ſhort, this is THE VOICE of end 
and the Teſtimony of our own Conſciences, 
P 3 as 
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as well as the voice of GOD in his word 
and all his works here on earth; which we 
are to rule over and uſe with gratitude, with 
moderation and mercy ; SO, that they may 
anſwer the good purpoſe of the great CRE - 
ATOR, and our glorious BENEFACTOR., 
Ho often do men in their calm, cool, ſe- 
rious hours, or on their death- bed, when 
we may rely on their veracity; how often, 
I'fay, do they at ſuch times mightily approve, 
or condetan themſelves for a ſolemn oath, 
that was taken deceitfully to their PRINCE, 
or their neighbour, or for a great good, or 
public- ſpirited action, that was done, 20, 
30% or 40 years before? | 
What would not the true penitent now 
give, that his ſecret crime, crying in his 
Gonſcience againſt him, was not predicable 
of him? Alas! the relation between the 
Doer and the thing done is a fixed Fo”; 
it can never be undone. 
But the glorious Berie faction, when the 
the Benefattor looks inward, appears at that 
Critical Hour, as it were, written in letters 
of Gold on the Table of his heart, and then 
affects the happy author, like the fineſt mu- 
ſic, cauſing him ta forget his pains, and ta 
7 1 Wy depart 
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depart in that peace; which paſſes all under- 
ſtanding. 

We may as ſoon put ont the Light of the 
SUN, as prove theſe preſages and anticipa- 
fions of the human rational ſoul to be falſe, 
for they are very ſenſibly interwoven with 
the internal conſciouſneſs of our very Being. 

What is -it, that makes a great wicked 
man, when DEATH is near, even at the 
door, wiſh moſt heartily and heavily, that 
he had never been born? is it not the re- 
membrance of his paſt life ? of which he is 

now ſenſible, with a-witneſs, he muſt give 
an account (Conſcience will have it ſo) to a 
moſt JUST JUDGE, who can neither be 
reſiſted nor avoided z ho is truly a God of 
Judgment, * piercing even to the dividing: 
* alunder of foul and ſpirit, and is a Diſ- 
* cerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
Heart: This will bear repeting. ' BL 
On the other hand; what is it that makes 
a poor honeſt man, who has met with un- 
kind treatment from the world, and ſuffered 
_— for ſpeaking the Truth. 

Wbat is it, that makes this man, ben 
** time of his departure draws near, com- 
* his mind, his very countenance, and 
a P 4 conceive 


1 
conceive great hopes of good things to 
come? 

Is ir not the Reflexion, the Conſciouſ- 
neſs of a life well-ſpent, and an humble and 
well-grounded aflurance, that THE DI- 
VINE AUTHOR of his natural noble ca- 
pacities, his heavenly hopes and deſires, 
cannot finally forget one, who, to his great 
diſadvantage in this world, has believed 
rightly in HIM, and endeavoured truly in 
the uſe of his underſtanding, will and affec- 
tions to deſerve well at his hands? 
Upon the whole ; is it not highly reaſon- 
ble to believe, that a God of truth, infinite 
Juſtice and mercy; who has, in his great 
wiſdom and goodneſs, endued us with ſuch 
noble natural faculties, will expect the beſt, 
the faireſt returns, we can make, viz. that 
we will with his aſſiſtance, which we are 
daily to pray for, do our beſt to inform our 
minds rightly upon all occaſions, and then 
conſult and. be fairly gujded by our Cons 
ſciences? _ 

For there is ſel-evidendy ſuch a ecnſeie 
ous principle in our nature; which has a 
_ patupal right to govern, when our mid 
are nice With a * light, or ſett 
io: of 
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of leading Truths, according to this inward 
light, theſe internal truths; which are its 
law, or general rule in our minds. F 

But now if this Divine monitor, when we 
preſume to break in upon any of theſe lead- 
ing truths, to get riches, pleaſure, or honor 
here, grows uneaſy, admoniſhes, and even 
threatens us in ſecret, in our dreams, and 
moſtly on our death-bed with a judgment to 
come. 

Agen, if this ſame internal principle, 
when we act uniformly according to theſe 
great truths or law in our minds, and ſuffer 
for it, take it patiently and perſevere, IN- 
SPIRES us, as it were, with noble ſer}ti-- 
ments of ourſelves, and ſuſtains and ſtrength- 
ens us, and points out a future glorious re- 
compence in a ſuperior future ſtate. 

If theſe things, I fay, be really fo, is it 
not natural and reaſonable to believe, that 
the great and good AUTHOR of this very 
important governing power in our nature 
will appear on ſome great Day hereafter 
with a glorious retinue, and ſit as the moral 
Governor of the world in judgment, and deal 
with every man according to the Teſtimony 
of his Conſcience ?---Sure ſuch a conſidera® 
ble 
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ble principle could not be implanted in our 
ſuperior rational nature in vain by ſuch a Be- 
ing, much leſs on purpoſe to miſlead and de- 
ceive the beſt of men, this be far from 
HIM. 

Reaſonable, without any ame 
very reaſonable and moſt true are theſe ſecret 
ſharp pre- monitions and ſupporting heavenly 
Intimations of the human rational ſoul. 

Theſe, as they are attended with the 


greateſt pleaſure, or pain, that the mind of 


man is now capable of, may be conſidered, 
as the preſent ſanctions of the law of nature. 
For thoſe, who have been, or now are 
without any reveled or written law, have yet 
a law, a natural moral law, as it were, 
written in their very hearts, to which their 
conſcience. bear witneſs, and moreover their 
accuſing, or excuſing thoughts are natural 
pre-monitions of farther more conſiderable re- 
wards and puniſhments to be diſtributed at 
the laſt great day, by the ſupreme In 
and FATHER of Conſcience. 
Whoſoever therefore getteth carefully, in 
* courſe: of his education, into his own 
mind, a right good general rule of faith and 
nee, and then heareth the Dictates of 
thus 
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this divine principle and doth them, I will 
liken him to a wiſe man, a maſter-builder + 
who digged deep and built his houſe upon a 
an 1 2 

But whoſoever is ares or cunning and 

follows the Law in his groſs animal body, 
neglecting the right information and improve- 
ment of his rational ſoul and heareth the ſe- 
vere dictates of this divine principle againſt 
this. prepoſterous treatment of himſelf ; and 
yet doth them not; I will liken him to a fool 
iſh- man, who, without any conſideration, 
built his hauſe upon the ſand. 
For verily there is a reward for the Righ- 
teous; doubtleſs there is a LIVING GOD; 
far more terrible, than an Army with B 
ners; who judgeth the earth. 

Who can reflect on THE VOICE of the 
LIVING GOD, as it came, when the Law 
was delivered, out of the midſt of the fire 
on Mount Sinai, without 3 an im- 
peeing of. this ſort ? | 

When an Army 600,000 ſtrong trembled; 
297 </ at once, as ſo many reeds ſhaken 
with the wind, fled, crying out unto Moſes, 
let not GOD ſpeak with us, leſt we die. 


* 


If we 


| 
| 
| 


[ 190 J 


If we hear THE VOICE of the LORD 


* our GOD any more, then we ſhall die; 


6. go thou near and hear all, that the LORD 


* our GOD ſhall ſay and ſpeak thou unto 
“ us all, that the LORD our GOD 
& ſhall ſpeak. unto thee, and we will hear it 
“ and do it. 

© Whois there of all fleſh, that 5 heard 
* THE VOICE of the LIVING GOD, 
*« ſpeaking / out of the midſt of the fre, as 
* we have, and lived? 


For ths THUNDERING VOICE then 


made the earth tremble and quake, after ſuch 


a manner, and fo very terrible was the ſound 
and the fight, that even MOSES himſelf, 
the moſt - judicious and compoſed general, 
though a great Favorite with the GLORI» 
OUS; GOD, who maketh the Thunder, 
ſaid, © I. exceedingly fear and 1 2 
n 1 10 t. 

„ will ſhew you,” ſays the Sennen 
F nend and Benefactor, that ever appeared 


upon Earth, to mankind, * whom Sen | 


66 fear. 


Fear not them, WY ill the body: 1 


5 after that have no more, that they can do; 


— but _ HIM, who has power, after HE 
1 56 has 
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% has killed, to torment both Body and Soul 
© in Hell; where their worm dieth not and 
« the fire is not quenched, yea I ſay unto 
*« you, fear HIM.” 

Who can conceive the Hideouſneſs of 
_ thoſe Horrors, that will invade them on the 
left hand; when the moit JUST JUDGE 
of all the earth in the fullneſs of his vindic- 
tive power and jealous of his Honor, ſhall, 
fitting upon the throne of his glory, utter 
forth HIS VOICE ten thouſand times more 
terrible, even than that, which came out 
of the Fire at Mount Sinai, ſaying, 

Go ye curled into everlaſting Fire, pre- 
pared for the Devils and his Angels. 

For I was an hungred and ye gave me no 
meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me no 
drink ; I was a ſtranger, and ye took me not 
in, naked and ye clothed me not; ſick and 
in priſon and ye viſited me not. 

Then ſhall this ſupreme moſt juſt Judge 
by the exceeding greatneſs of his power 
cauſe to appear at once publickly in the face 
of Angels and men all thoſe, whom they 
faw, or might have ſeen, periſhing without 
compaſſion, many whom they corrupted, 
more, whom they made infidels of, 3 

Ho 


1 
and ſay moſt terribly,----inaſmuch as ye did 
it not to one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it 
not to me. 
+ Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire, pre- 


pared for the Devil and his Angels. 
| Then 
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+ When doctrines reveled are diſagreable to a man's 
private life, he then and therefore becomes unwilling to 
believe them; ſuch an one cares for none of theſe ſuper- 
natural things, as they make, whenever he reflects, a- 
gainſt him. But further; 

When ſuch diſagreeable doctrines have ſanctions, re- 
wards and puniſhments, not only temporal, but even 
ſuch, as are of infinite weight and duration, annexed to 
them; ſuch an one then, and therefore becomes ſtill 
more and more unwilling, and is ſtill more and more 
averſe to believe them. 

Such Doctrines are not, in his vitiated eye, conſiſtent 
with right reaſon, or even common Juſtice, only be- 
cauſe they contain, or threaten puniſhments, in his par- 
tial way of thinking, very diſproportionate. 

What proportion, ſays ſuch an one, can momentary 
ſins bear to ſuch exquiſite endleſs torments? Sure ſuch 
a Doctrine cannot be true. 

But now, this ſeeming great Difficulty, or Gulf, is 
got over at once, by conſidering man, as an intelligent 
and free agent, and theſe puniſhments denounced, as 
ſanctions, not in themſelves merely arbitrary, (as it is in 
puniſhments annexed to human laws) but likewiſe as fo 
many fair warnings, moſt gracious and well-meant de- 

a clarations 


„ 
Then ſhall HE take unto Him his Jealou- 


ſy for compleat armour and make the crea- 
tare 
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clarations to man (who is, ſure, maſter of his -own aQi- 
ons) of the inevitable reſult, the natural and neceſſary 
tendency of vice in itfelf to make men always miſerable z 
who may, if they will, fave themſelves. 

An habitual hardened ſinner cannot but be for ever 
miſerable in a future ſtate; vice, neceflity will have it 
ſo : for ſo ſuch an one muſt be for ever incapable even 
of Divine mercy. | 

For he, whois habitually prophane, unjuſt and baſe, 
and will not conſider the natural, the neceſſary, the un- 
_ avoidable, tremendous conſequence of ſuch a vicious 
courſe, muſt be prophane, unjuſt and baſe to all eter- 
_ nity. | | 
Becauſe there never can be any alteration of his ſtate, 
or condition without ſuch an extraordinary change of 
the whole man, (ſpirit, foul and body) as wou'd put the 
natural and ſettled order of the very creation out of 
courſe. 5 

As virtue was, in the ſyſtem of the Stoic, its own 
Reward, ſo vice becomes in reality its own puniſhment 
and tormentor : even ſo it is.----Let GOD be good, 
true, juſt, and every man a lar. 

But ſure the people of the Jews were in our Saviour's 
time a living demonſtration of the Truth of this Doc- 
trine. h | | 

ce Ear 791, Joh. 7. 17, If any man is WILLING, 
« fitly diſpoſed to do his WILL, he ſhall know of the 
« Dodtrine, | | But 
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ture his weapon for the revenge of his ene- 


mies. 
Then 


C 
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But when men are willfully biaſſed and blinded by 
their own vicious courſes, prejudicate way of thinking, 
and habitual. violations of natural religion; they have 
then and therefore eyes and ears harden'd, like ſtatues, 
which neither ſee, nor hear. | 

Then and therefore the plaineſt evidence even of ſen- 
fations for the truth of any doctrine may be evaded. 

Thus the Jews evaded the moſt ſurprizing and ſenſible 
evidence of the beſt miracles ; nay though they allowed 
them to be in reality miracles, yet they imputed them 
moſt abſurdly to art magic, to the ves: and co-opera- 
tion of Belzebub. | 

So theſe Jews evaded likewiſe all the arguments of our 
LORD for his own DIVINE miſſion and authority, 
drawn moſt clearly from Prophecies and Types. 
Nov they were really blind and deaf to the force of 
them from vicious inveterate preprofleflions and partial 

worldly-minded prejudices, they would not have ſuch an 
obſcure man, as JESUS OF NAZARETH, to be their 
KING-MESSIAH. 

Had HE come in the way of Alexander the * 
or Julius Cæſar, they would have received Him. 
For the chief Jews had received (not THE SPIRIT, 
which is of God, but) the ſpirit of the world; they 
were natural men, and had received beſides impreſſions, 
in the courſe of their education, which rendered their 


Hearts impenetrable, even by the finger of God. K 
| Q 
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Then ſhall the right-aiming thunderbolts 
go abroad and from the clouds, as from a 
well drawn-bow ſhall they fly to the mark, 
and great Hailſtones full of wrath ſhall be 


22 caſt, 
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In ſhort; the fixed perverſeneſs of their will would 
not ſuffer their underſtanding to conſider the divine na- 
ture of his miracles; to give any, even the leaſt exter- 

nal aſſent to the Truth of his Divine Doctrine. Seeing, 
ſays HE, who knew them, they ſee not, hearing, they 
hear not; none are ſo blind, or ſo deaf, as Woes who 
will not ſee, who will not hear. 29 
hut now this perverſe ſtupidity, or determined 
blindneſs (which the evangelic prophet foreſaw) was 
not owing to any natural defect in their Intellectuals, 
nor to any want of ſenſible, or moral evidence, but to 
their partial vicious habits of thinking only in one way ; 
theſe habits were grown' rigid and confirmed in their 
very Hearts, which were overcaſt with ſuch dark clouds, 
ſuch thick pre- occupations, as were not penetrable by 
any ray of truth, right reaſon, nor even by the Demon 
ſtration of the ſpirit and of power. 

So it is, thus it comes to paſs, when men, having 
them, believe not MOSES nor JESUS. CHRIST. 
Such men have neglected and do neglect the right uſe of 
their rational faculties; they have no good root in them 
ſelves. 

Their underftanding has not been rightly exerciſed. 

in ſpiritual matters ; their true moral judgment, or dalle 
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GR 
eaſt, as out of a ſtone-bow to an hair-breadth 
and the waves of the ſea ſhall rage hor- 
ribly againſt them, yea a ruſhing mighty 
whirl-wind ſhall riſe up againſt them, and 
hurl them away into outward, viſible, pal- 
pable darkneſs; where there is weeping and 
gnaſhing of Teeth; where ſuch ſhall ſeck 
for death and ſniall not find it; where ſuch 
Mall deſire moſt mee e tO dic and death 
fhall fly from them. | 

But peradventure ſome 0 my readers may 


be of that unhappy fort (which are too ma- 


ny among us) who hear not MOSES, nor 


JESUS CHRIST ; who care for none, who 


belicyc nothing of theſe things. | 
Now to ſuch we can ſay nothing, till 


they awake out of ſlcep to right realon; till 


they lay aſide their prejudices and open their: 
eyes; beeauſe we have been told poſitively 
by one; WhO had to do with and knew this 


* 
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is ;Vitiated ; ; che will ill- biaſſed, their paſſons corrupted 
and always predominant. 

n ſuch a prepoſterous, inverted, 8 ſtate; 
ach men would not be perſwaded, though one roſe from 
the dead, with the Terrors of the Lord actually upon 
him; though one came down from heaven viſibly in- 


yeſted with the Glory of God. 
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very ſort of men; that ſuch will not be per- 
ſwaded, though one roſe from the dead with 
the terrors of the Lord actually upon him; 
though one came down from Heaven, (as 
He did himſelf) viſibly inveſted with the 
glory of God, | 

But to proceed a little further; for my 
Heart is inlarged ; becauſe of T HESE 
TERRORS of the LORD. 

----If the ten commandments given by 
MOSES at Mount Sinai, upon which all the 
good laws, (that ever were, or ſhall be made 
in the world) muſt be grounded -I the 
Chriſtian Religion, given by JESUS. 
CHRIST, and grounded upon theſe very 
commandments, which they explain, inlarge 
upon and make perfet, be CHEATS; 
pardon the ſuppoſition, they are im their 
own internal nature, ſuch Cheats, and fo 
begun, fo carried on and eſtabliſhed exter- 
nally in the world, that every man upon the 
face of the earth, who has, is obliged ſtrictly 
by the naked light of reaſon, nature, truth, 
to believe and obey them. * 
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